
H Ni rss. 


71896 47120 


U.S.A. $2.95 CANADA $3.95 




if?- 

J'TUlj 

\1*A\} [p* 

PB 1II 

i 1 Vi 

LwTwj i 

I. > .<£• . 






































































Andcningen vorbehalten. NORTH SAILS WINDSURFING GmbH, Sceshaupter ScraBc 60,8122 Penzburg. BRD.PROMO VICO CATO JOHNSON 



Those who know what they want, decide 
for the Best: North uses various materials to intel 
ligently construct a better sail. 
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The two profiled mast sleeve 
ensures smooth rotation and 
enhances profile stability. In 
addition, it optimizes air 


But even the Best sail only works when it is 
correctly tuned to the other components^ 
making up the rig. NIMS, North’s 
Intelligent Mast System offers a 
perfect mast combination for ev¬ 
ery sail. The third segment to an 
optimized rig, is the North 
boom, featuring its twist neu¬ 
tral, 2-notch clamp-onhead. - < 

To offer the ultimate in 
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It’s time to load your sailboards onto the number one selling import 4x4 in its class? The very affordable 
Trooper Why is it considered to be the perfect rig by so many windsurfers? Well, here’s our standard answer. The 
Trooper comes with more standard features. Like auto-locking hubs for getting into four-wheel drive without getting 
your feet wet. Four-wheel disc brakes. Triple skid plate underbody protection. And a powerful 2.6 liter engine for 
raging against the tide. Plus it has more cargo space than any vehicle in its class** 

So why not kick up a little spray in America’s favorite sand blaster? The Isuzu Trooper is ready to sail. 

□ For free Isuzu brochures call: (800) 245-4549. 
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•Wiids Automotive Ripens, January - December 1909 ,, Wuh ten sat up Compirison based on 1989 model >w. f M5RP excluding tax. license ind transp lee is ol 12/4/89 Optional equipment show it additional cost. Prices stan at $13,499 
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THE ULTIMATE JIBE 

The step jibe is the most graceful and effective of all, 
says Cort Larned, who takes you through the maneuver 
every step of the way. 

CORPUS CHRISTI: WIND HEAVEN 

Guy LeRoux gives you the sailor’s guide to his home 
town, where warm water and high wind are a daily 
phenomenon—year-round. 

HOT SHOTS 

These aesthetic and frenetic windsurfing photos include 
a sequence that disproves the theory that sailors can’t 
get tubed. 

BOARD TEST 

The WindRiderXesX team—including Tom James and Pat 
LeMehaute—reviews eight giant slalom and three light- 
wind slalom boards. 
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96 MAST TEST UPDATE 

The latest method of testing and labeling masts enables 
you to match mast and sail better than ever. Pat 
LeMehaute explains how and why, and provides a mast/ 
sail compatibility chart you'll want to clip. 



Cover Photo: Pat LeMehaute 
takes the Bic Alto for a test drive 
on Aruba waters. 

Photo by: Darrell Jones 
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104 VEIA/O'NEIU BAJA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Baja is Baja, so Eric Sanford went down to this annual 
event expecting anything—and he was still surprised. 


DEPARTMENTS 

10 EDITORIAL Windsurfing is truly a destination sport. 

14 LETTERS One tale of triumph, another of survival. 

25 BOARD BRIEFS Design genius Larry Tuttle speaks, the pro 
tour expands, and Bucky Boardhead frowns. 

30 ASK THE PROS Top sailors tell what type of harness they 
wear—and why. 

34 TUNING The golden mle of fin placement, by Scott Trudon. 

40 TACTICS How to take advantage of wind shifts, by Sean 
Hawes. 

46 TRANSITIONS The duck jibe explained and illustrated, by 
Roger Jurriens. 

52 SPEED Andy Brandt details the fine points of the hang stance. 

111 EQUIPMENT REVIEW Mistral’s ATS, the Chinook mechanical 
universal, other new products, and fin care tips. 

123 WINDFINDER A sailor’s travel guide to Key West, New 
Orleans, San Diego, Mammoth Lakes, and the Virginia 
Peninsula. 

142 CUTBACKS Eric Sanford endures a parade of fools. 
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INSTANT CLOUT 

After reading Tom James’ editorial 
about the USBA in the November/Decem¬ 
ber issue, I felt I should write to encourage 
people to join. We sailors in the western 
Michigan area saw little or no benefit to 
joining—until we almost lost our access to 
Lake Michigan in Grand Haven. 

Having hosted several national and re¬ 
gional races with the support of the city, 
we always looked at access as a problem 
for other states. Then the state park 
decided to ban sailboards, and soon 
several cities and counties in the area 
began to line up to do the same. 

We contacted the USBA, which gave 
us good material and excellent advice, 
which we presented to the state park 
officials. They were so impressed with our 
proposal—and the fact that these proce¬ 
dures had worked in the Boston area— 
that we regained our access site. 

I can tell you that if you have never 
dealt with city or state agencies, you’re in 
for a real treat. Ten or 15 boardsailors 
going to a meeting means nothing to 
these guys. Being part of a national or¬ 
ganization definitely gets their attention, 
along with proposals that are in effect and 
working all over the U.S. 

I was amazed when Tom James said 
there are only about 1,000 active mem¬ 
bers. As sailors, we are willing to spend 
$1,000 or more on equipment every year, 
but we won’t spend $20 to join the USBA! 
This membership can do more for our 
enjoyment of the sport than any piece of 
equipment we could buy. 

Dave Lindberg 
President 

Great Lakes Windsurfing, Inc. 

Spring Lake, Ml 

HARNESS HAPPY 

Thanks a million to Sean Hawes for the 
tip in the November/December '89 issue 
on harness line positioning. Applying that 
information has enhanced my sailing en¬ 
joyment immensely. I now use the har¬ 
ness for maximum control and fun, rather 
than just as a temporary but somewhat 
bothersome relief for my aching shoul¬ 
ders and arms (need I say I'm new to the 
sport?). 

Dave Reigel 
Bryan, TX 

OLD FAITHFUL 

I love your magazine, as windsurfing is 


one of my favorite sports I am, however, 
very confused as to why the articles deal 
only with youthful board riders I am 64 
years old and have been windsurfing for 
five years and love it! I’m afraid older 
people feel it's a sport only for the youth. 
It's a fantastic sport for all ages. We older 
participants may not be as spectacular as 
18-year-olds, but a good 20-knot wind on 
our Texas lakes really gets the adrenaline 
flowing and we have a great time. Why not 
more articles on the older participants? 
Robert Seabury 
Wichita Falls, TX 

Editor's Note: It's true that our articles 
focusing on 50-plus sailors—and we 
have run them in the past—are far and 
few between, but so are requests for 
them. Have times changed? Do you want 
to hear more? Readers, let us know! 

DON'T SAIL SOLO 

Out of grave concern for the safety of 
my boardhead comrades, I wish to stress 
the importance of sailing with a friend, or 
in the company of other sailors, or at the 
very least, with friends looking on from the 
beach. My latest run of bad luck has 
inspired me to write this and hopefully 
convince those readers who may per¬ 
ceive themselves as mighty and invin¬ 
cible that this is a serious matter, and that 
we are all susceptible to nasty predica¬ 
ments. 

Here's what happened. It was an 
unseasonably warm day in January, 
sunny, in the low 70s, and wonderfully 
blustery. After blowing off work (what’s 
that?) my friend David Spears and I 
rushed to Jordan Lake [near Raleigh, 
North Carolina]. I have to admit I was a 
little scared to go out—after all, lakes 
don't usually swell! Besides that, I own no 
drysuit, like the rest of the crew out that 
day, so it was wetsuit or no go (remember, 
this was the middle of winter and the water 
temperature reflected that). I went for it, 
not expecting to spend a lot of time sub¬ 
mersed in water. Who ever does? 

My shred was short, concluded by a 
snap at the mast tack. After I fidgeted with 
it for what seemed like forever in the ice- 
cold water, the connecting element bro 
in a big way, and there I was in the mida 
of the lake, freezing my butt off and fl ^ 
ing downwind from my point of origin 
steady rate. Paddling in was out o 
question-my hands were co ™P ie oV - 
exposed, and even my feet, wnje ^ 
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WORLD WILD LIFE FUN 
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■ Four red hot ULTRA animals: 

ULTRA MOSQUITO 252 cm (8'2”) 

Extreme Wave/Highwind Slalom 
ULTRA MAMBA 260 cm(8T) 
Wave/Slalom 

ULTRA RAT 280 cm (9'2") Slalom/Race 
ULTRA CAT 374 cm (12'2") Course Racing 

■ Lightweight, stiff and durable in space 
age CARBON-HONEYCOMB technology, for 
serious sailors looking for fast fun! 

■ Micro-balloon enhanced Spheretex 
construction to save weight while offering 
stiffness and internal impact dampening. 
Deck to deck composite stringers (Mamba, 
Mosquito), stringer reinforced aluminum fin 
boxes (all models) new, longer flushmount 
track (Rat, Cat), new low-trim mast base, 
carbon composite fins and hot jungle look. 
Born to be wild? Visit your FANATIC specialty 
dealer now and take a ride on the wild side! 


FANATIC 


QUALITY 


FANATIC LTD. • ROBIN HILL PARK. ROUTE 22 
PATTERSON. NY 12563 -TEL 1-914-878-3303 
Reader Service 27 
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Board speed (in Knots) 


Improved control due to AJ*.C. 


Weight gain of Ouratftne over 


Wind speed 
(in Knots) 


A.A.C. 

ACTIVE ANTIVIBRATION CONCEPT 


SHOCK ABSORPTION 
SUPPRESSION OF VIBRATION 
INCREASED SPEED 
GREATER ACCELERATION 
TOTAL CONTROL 
GREATER EFFICIENCY 
REDUCED SAILOR FATIGUE 


AAC: A unique approach which, thanks to 
DU RATENE, creates three distinct advantages : 

PERFORMANCE 

Weight is a determining factor of acceleration - 
whether it be setting sail from rest or sailing out of a 
jibe. It is this factor which enables the new, lighter 
Slalom 260 to start planing much earlier. But that's not 
all! When sailing in strong winds DURATENE actively 
absorbs shock - reducing bouncing and vibrations to 
obtain better control and a faster speed. 

STRENGTH 

Tiga's new DURATENE boards sustain stress and shock 
in a completely different manner to composite boards. 
Stresses are totally absorbed and the risk of structural\ 
damage is thus greatly reduced. 

COMFORT 

DURATENE boards feel more responsive since they 
eliminate the hard work that is needed to maintain full 
control. No more excessive vibrations - allowing for a 
more relaxed sailing stance. No over-working of 
muscles - thus an improved threshold of fatigue. The 
improved confidence which comes from sailing under 
total control provides more pleasurable 
and more efficient sailing. 

weight • improved control due to aac 










































SLALOM 260 


new 

material 
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a revolution 




1990 : The innovation of the year yet again 
comes from TIG A with the creation of 
a revolutionary new material 

Following MICROLITE and MICROLITE XS, TIGA 
have developed DURATENE - a new molecular 
structure which, when combined with Tiga 's unique 
foaming procedure, produces boards that are much 
lighter, offer better performance and as always, are 
exceptionally tough. 

DURATENE's considerable weight advantage is 
exemplified by the TIGA Slalom 260 which, in 1990, 
loses around 1.5 Kgs (a weight saving of almost 20% 


W • ; 


on the previous year's model). This is an astounding 
difference for such a small board and naturally pro¬ 
vides a considerable improvement in performance. 
With their new material , TIGA are producing boards 
that are ps light as composite boards but which are 
virtually indestructible. 




1990 

WINNER 

SPEED SERIES 

How fast are you, anyway? Wouldn't you like to know? Well, now 
you can... 

Ken Winner has adapted state-of-the-art automatic and computer¬ 
ized timing equipment for use on a speed course. 


Features of this timing system include: 

• Wind speed is factored into results • Sail through 
the course at will • Results are displayed immediately 
on the scoreboard • Participants get a complete print¬ 
out of results to keep • Participants earn a place on the 
national speed ranking list 


Participants will also receive personal coaching, and attend-talks, 
and/or clinics by Jimmy Lewis, Scott Trudon, Rhonda Smith, Cort 
Larned, Ken Winner and others. The following are scheduled Winner 
Speed Series dates and locations: 


Islamorada Speed Check 
March 15th-18th 
Contact: Calvert Sails 
305-664-8056 
Dave Calvert 

Speed Check at Hatteras 
April 26-29, 1990 

Contact: Stephanie at Windsurfing 
Hatteras, 919-995-4970 

Sport 


Bacardi Speed Check at Bodega 
Bay, April 12th-15th 
Contact: Christi Feeter 
303-443-0056 or 
Any Mountain 408-255-6256 
Sponsored by: Bacardi Rum 

Holy Cow! Speed Check 
at Kalmus, Mass. 

1 May 3-6, 1990 

Contact: Messy at Madd Mike's 
Windsurfing, 617-451-6181 
Sponsored by: Funsport, Bic, 
Windwing l(&Jc)SQOT\ 
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Corpus Christi Speed Check 
May 19-22,1990 
Contact: Andy & Jennifer Lorenz 
512-991-8078 

Sponsored by: SunSpIash, Tarifa 
Custom Sails -ftjg^Soort 


Bacardi Speed Check at San Luis 
I Reservoir 
' June 7th-10th 
Contact: Christi Feeter 
303-557-8056 or 
Any Mountain 408-255-6256 
Sponsored by: Bacardi Rum 
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Hood River Speed Check 
June 14-17, 1990 
Contact: Race 
Management 

509-493-1545 Sport 


% ( bjo ) Sport 

Jimmy Lewis appears 
courtesy of BIC Sport 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


ered with booties, were no better off I was 
freezing! 

I waved David over, and by the time he 
assessed that the damage to my rig was 
irreparable, I was becoming hypother¬ 
mic. Maybe one and a half hours had 
passed since my rig went down. To 
complicate things further, we had roughly 
a half-hour of daylight left, and even 
worse, a big, black, ugly thunderhead 
was approaching from the west. ’’What a 
way to go," I kept thinking. I just kept 
waiting for it to get dark and for me to get 
sleepy. 

David finally leashed my floater to his 
sinker and somehow managed (from a 
waterstart, mind you) to tow me and my 
goods to the nearest shore. We were 
really booking—the wind speed had 
picked up to a steady 30. No sooner had 
I planted my feet on solid ground than the 
clouds released their fury. 

I was lucky this time, but it made me 
think of the times I made my way out on the 
water without another soul in sight. After 
this experience, I urge everyone to be 
practical and never go out on the water 
alone!!! 

Lynette Williams 
Raleigh, NC 


ADDING INSUIT TO 
INFORMATION 

I've been windsurfing for just over a 
year now. As a beginner, I’ve found your 
magazine to be very informative in the 
areas of technique and equipment. I am, 
however, disturbed by a message your 
magazine conveys. The message? That 
men are successful because they are 
skilled and women are successful be¬ 
cause they are beautiful. While dedica¬ 
tion, agility, and strength are the most 
favorable attributes of male sailors, 
“beauty” is a must for the female. Is it 
acceptable to windsurf if I’m not ’’pretty"? 

Granted, you have had some very 
inspiring articles featuring female sailors 
and I commend you for this. Overall, 
though, you are at fault (as are all your 
advertisers). The exploitation of women 
via the media is commonplace today. 
Many women do not realize or object to 
this (which is the greatest tragedy of all). 

This woman will always find it insult¬ 
ing-even in what some people feel to be 
a most innocuous form. 

Jane Toomey, DVM 
Johnston, Rl 

Editor's Note: We'd be interested in hav¬ 
ing someone point out the stories in whic 
we said that this woman sailor or that 
was successful because she was D 
ful. We can't speak for our a ^ e dsa ,j. 
but we can say that we believe boa ^ 

ing success has nothing to do wi . 
and everything to do with skill an , er • 
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Photo by Richard Hume 


s h a a lifestyle in design for those who deserve the extra function, better 
fit, and higher quality demanded by today's active pursuits, jog women stretch their 
limits by working their bodies and minds - they go windsurfing and water skiing, play 
volleyball and fly kites, do aerobics and circuit training, hike and run, enter triathalons 
and finish them and sometimes just relax in the sun. jag - for individuals concerned and 
active in environmental solutions for clean air, water, land and life ■ ■ ■ 



FAX (213) 748-4919 
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Where You Want To 
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; . : : ■- Ifyou want to sail into the 90’s afyhead of the fleet;.fhis is^the board you’ll, want 

: ' '; has set the verv highest standards for production •• 


S 'tpo\via‘tfieTie\v Mistral One Design.^'?. It is one of the best all -around boards V-S 
. \vherisCohstruction,peffdr-' l^ ' -mahceand competitipn are concerned. 

v%Ni?5i»3kah^recrearv-.^"-;^| 

/ ' ;; have fun onitand.'is. competitive ’ ; 

/*.$* i condi^qhs'tbwinraces” v ; • • S' ' j 
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> ; V "The One Design boardfias-evety thing- I 
* 'dthut anyone would, ever want in a board. 'And. 
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’\ Lurnuiripu wim irie wruz'iszoignjvon^jj r^ing unu f -jr/ 

■■'■ : :socialevehtS‘P!anned by Mistral audit's dealers ; 'M 
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iilassVAs anplympic Silver Medalist in boardsailing, 
it it takes to run the very best in < 
racing and after-racing programs, 




philosophy that-will sail you into, the «90’s. 


j_ j3p ■ V. -• It’s what you will wantto be on. 

r 'ScMSieelf * ’ -• ' • 

__ . • Olympic$ih\rMahfcl .. v'' - • ; v ’ •-C : - . 'I 

^eMistral-diieDesighpackageincludes:>• fS 
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i Board features ' '•>. iYEUd0oyed0eDes^sailbQfird class status ;«4 ivof Id-'class .: 
Mistral Equipe shape* A f4l235lUekofvol»j^yi^^^UM}j^ten^d fr'P' 
UDSconsirudion process foguarantee long _ life* Lightweight stiffepoxy daggerbo'ard 
• Extra bngvarioposition track with custom or Mistral* btise$m0ibility • Oneyear 
unconditional guarantee . .Os: ?. / •- 'i . . •' 

■ •' v vZ ,vv. . ' > ;. •. ‘• • : . / • 

- The One Design is the package that will take you into the 90 ’s without\ J ‘ * 
e-.erneedinganotherboard. • 
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The Mistral One Design is-more than a world-classbdard,It!s your, 
membership into a.uriique rind adventurous lifestyle. A cro wd _ 
of people, who stand apart from the crowd. A unique club Jwlk 
that celebrates individuality and a common passion for ijSs, 
the sport of-boardsailing. Exciting people, exotic places, jMr $ ■ . 


locations to be announced 

REGION 1-FAR WEST 

District 1 — California—(South of Los Angeles) 
District 2—California—(Los Angeles to Santa Cruz) 
District 3—Northern California. NV 
Regionals July 20-22 


REGION 2-NORTHWEST 

District 4—OR. ID 
Districts—WA.AK 
Regionals July 27-29 


REGION 3-ROCKIES 

Distnct6 —MT.WY 
District 7 — CO. UT 
DiStrict8 —NM.AZ 
Regionals August3-5 


REGION 4- 
NORTH CENTRAL 

District 9 — ND, SD, MN 
District 10—Wl, upper Ml 
District 11-NE.KS.IA.MO 
Regionals July 13-15 


REGION 5-MIDWEST 

District 12 — Ml, IL 
District 13-IN. OH 
District 14 — KY.TN.W.VA 
Regionals August 3-5 


REGION 6 - SOUTH CENTRAL 

District 15- North TX, OK. AR 
District 16 —South TX 
District 17 — LA. MS 
Regionals July 20-22 


^ jk rat j ng c p mpjetition's'; 
all come together .triform 
.*• 'the wbrldidf Mstral'. ;'.One.^'; 

Design class activities. . 

• As a One Design competitor, you can . 

. race around the world, with the very best' the 
sport has to offer. You-will exchange tips-'and tech¬ 
niques arid shairethe kinds.of experiences thatforipw- ' 


REGION 7-SOUTHEAST 

District 18—South Florida 
District 19 — Central Florida —( East Coast) 
District 20—Central Florida—(West Coast) 
District 21— North Florida, GA, AL 
Regionals July 27-29 


REGION 9- 
NORTHWEST 

District 25 —NY, CT 
District 26 —MA,RI 
District 27-ME, VT.NH 
Regionals August 3-5 


District 23-MD.OC.VA 
District 24-DE.NJ.RA 
Regionals July 13-15 

REGION 10-CARIBBEAN 

District 28 — All areas (regionals) 
NATIONALS (region 9) 

NORTH AMERICANS 
WORLDS 


for that perfect start or,the-ultimate'reach. 


August 3-5 
August 30-Sepl2 
September 27-30 
October/November 


;Tjie One Design is trulywhereyouwill.wantto.be, 
whether .you are a be&nnef’ mtff mediate or advanced . -A\ .» 

In theSport of boardsailing. TheQne Design board is •; • \ u 1 y 
' \ your membership card. The key that ppens ..\V Vy. 
this exciting new lifestyle.Tf you haven’t . ' sj/l 
seen our new One Design board, please. 

' call your nearest Mistral dealer for more • 

/ am - ihfoj^atioii.'Sut^LiEr-^^^^as^neiY'fiee^^ 

arealready forminginyour area. If you already 
a -own a One-Design board,’jusi|qontaet a 


Scoring will Bo In The Following Divisions 
Women Lightweight Men Heavyweight Men 
(under 18) Masters (35 & up) Seniors (50 & up) 


your nearest dealer.or call 301-796-4755! It’s where - ~ ' 

. ^ you warit.to.be and whatyou want' to be in. v .';- Y- : ; ^ 

\ . . - ' The One Design Class.'Where '^t-he.peopieai’e'ahvays 

V. friendly, the competition is aiways exhilarating arid the winds 
'■ are always blowing, ■ V '' V W • . ■ 


TUDOR 


TUDOR - A division of Mi. Hl-aCH 

Nob &ss&sr 

\ ^*|STRAUP<C^7aMP^RKVOY DR, DORSET, MO 21Q7Q (301) 79M7S5 « X CANADA: S5 SKAGVHY AVt, SCfRaOffOUCH. ONTARIO M1M3TS ( 4 H) 264*3288 
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Tuttle Talks ■ PBA/Olympic Updates ■ Wind Directory 


PROFILE 

LARRY TUTTLE: 
BOARDSAILING 
GURU 

I f there were a pilgrimage 
that windsurfers could 
make to seek out the ulti¬ 
mate knowledge on windsurf¬ 
ing gear, it would probably be 
to Santa Cruz to visit Larry 
Tuttle. He has the products 
and following to elevate him to 
guru status. Heck, he even 
looks like a guru—tall, thin, 
and bearded. 

Upon getting to Tuttle's 
door, however, the windsur¬ 
fers would probably find they 
have to take a number and get 
inline. He is equally important 
in the performance yachting 
world. 

To boat sailors, Larry Tuttle 
is a competitive sailor who 
also produces custom boats 
and highly coveted dinghy 
rudders and centerboards 
good enough to have won two 
gold, one silver, and two 
bronze medals in the ’88 
Olympics. To windsurfers, he 
is known as the guy whose fin 
designs were used by all the 
top 10 finishers in the last 
World Cup—fins so highly 
respected that top racers are 
willing to pay dearly to get 
them. 

Tuttle has also designed 
the through-hull finbox (Tuttle 
box), which more than likely 
will be the design most boards 
will adopt into the '90s. In 
addition, he has made World 
Cup-winning boards for pros 
such as Ken Winner, Cort Lar- 
ned, Paul Coutts. and Stephan 
van den Berg. 

But the boat sailors don’t 
want to hear about fins and 
slalom boards. They want 
Tuttle to devote more time to 
rudders and blades. Tuttle 
just wants to do both. He says 

APRIL 1990 



Even though this 12-foot 1980 speed board Tuttle made for Mike 
Waltze is unusual by today's standards, it still was an amazingly clean 
board, and it did take second place in the Maalaea Speed Trials. 
Tuttle is the guy in the dark rimmed glasses. 


he probably devotes between 
a third and a half of his time to 
windsurfing-related projects. 
The rest of his time is split 
between building boat sailing 
equipment and competing in 
top-level sailing regattas 

That's about to change. 
With Tuttle’s new company, 
called Finworks—which 
started producing high-qual¬ 
ity molded fins of his design 
last October—he will be 
spending a lot more time on 
the windsurfing end. 

Tuttle's first interaction with 
the sport was in early 1980, 
when Mike Waltze came to his 
Waterat Sailing Equipment 
shop in Costa Mesa, Califor¬ 
nia, to get Kevlar glassed onto 
a nine-foot wave board. Soon 
after, Ken Winner saw Mike's 
board and wanted one. This 
began a long working relation¬ 
ship with Winner. 

Tuttle worked with Waltze a 
short time longer—long 
enough to build a 25-pound 
Kevlar/honeycomb race 
board close in size to today's 
race boards, for him to use in 
the 1980 Pan-Am Cup. The 
speed board he made Waltze 
that same year for the 


Windsurfer speed trials was 
admittedly somewhat off the 
mark, being 12 feet long by 18 
inches wide, but Tuttle muses, 
“Hoyle [Schweitzer) still has 
that one in a museum some¬ 
where.” 

Tuttle's involvement with 
Winner probably produced 
some of his most lasting 
achievements to date. “The 
key ingredient was that Ken 
was willing to buy his gear,” 
Tuttle recalls. It was on a 
damaged Winner board that 
he put the first through-hull 
finbox, and it was Winner who 
talked Tuttle into doing fins in 
the first place. 

“I was trying to stay out of 
fins, because I was building 
enough centerboards and 
rudders at the time, but Ken 
talked me into it in ’85." They 
did a couple of designs follow¬ 
ing the surf outlines of the time, 
then Tuttle wanted to try some¬ 
thing new. 

“I told Ken we hadn't done 
anything based purely on the¬ 
ory, so I made a simple trape¬ 
zoid fin," Tuttle recalls. “Ken 
thought it wouldn't work, but 
after sailing it he said it was 
'pretty interesting.' By the 


third variation, we had the H3, 
(short for ‘high-aspect, third 
prototype') and both Ken and 
Stephan van den Berg 
thought it was the best thing 
ever." 

Tuttle is known for getting a 
design that works and staying 
with it. A good example is with 
his boards. With most design¬ 
ers, you would order a 9'5" 
light-air slalom. With Tuttle, 
you order the Tuttle 9'5’. The 
internationally acclaimed H3 
fin is the same way. If you want 
a 12.75" light-wind slalom 
pointer, you would get an H3 
from Tuttle, unchanged for 
four years. “Once I get some¬ 
thing right, I try not to monkey 
with it," he says. 

Another example is his 
nine-foot slalom board (known 
as the Tuttle 90 by racers) 
which was built four years ago 
and is still competitive and 
popular among racers. In this 
case, Tuttle's considering de¬ 
signing a completely new 
model, one that will outper¬ 
form the older one. 

If he does that, it may very 
well set new standards. Eve¬ 
rything Tuttle does seems to 
come up right. When the 
Olympic Committee granted 
funds for rudder and dagger 
foil development, he built 
some. So did Boeing, with its 
limitless engineering technol¬ 
ogy—but Tuttle’s tested 
faster. When an audiofile shop 
in Oakland wanted a special 
turntable base for their $3,500 
model, Tuttle built a honey¬ 
comb/graphite model that 
tested the best. He now builds 
about 100 of them each year 
for the company. 

His designs—especially 
his fins—just look right. Part 
scientist and part artist, Tuttle 
works within theories, but real¬ 
izes that ultimately it is the 
designer who has to decide 
solutions. Tuttle says that 
windsurfing (and all sailing, for 
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that matter) is difficult to pre¬ 
dict because it happens at the 
interface of two different fluids 
(water and air) with different 
viscosities. The classic aero¬ 
dynamic and hydrodynamic 
principles aren't always appli¬ 
cable to sailing. 

Tuttle-designed products 
haven’t been manufactured in 
the kind of quantity that would 
make them easily available to 
sailors. But with the new 
company, Finworks—-a col¬ 
laboration of Tuttle, Curtis 
Hesselgrave of Curtis Racing 
Fins, Cort Larned, and Naish 
Hawaii—the general public 
will have easy access. Tuttle 
looks forward to the venture's 
freeing up some of his time, so 
he can do design work with 
Robby and Rick Naish. “They 
are the farthest from us, in 
terms of design," he says, "so 
it will be interesting to see what 
we come up with.” (Tuttle tra¬ 
ditionally favors upright fin 
designs, while Naish often 
uses swept designs). 

Once I'd made my pilgrim¬ 
age to the guru, I figured now 
was my chance to ask him his 
opinions on different windsurf¬ 
ing subjects: 

• Vee bottoms: A good 
basic bottom shape for a vari¬ 
ety of sailing objects. With 
sailboards, it is mostly a matter 
of determining how flat it can 
be. Rocker and planform be¬ 
come more important with less 
vee. 

• Slotted fins: Useful in their 
niche—preventing spinout, 
but they generally make up for 
other deficiencies in the fin. 
They just have too much drag, 
but they could be better with 
some refinement. 

• Boxy rails: I like them on 
upwind-oriented boards, but 
tapered rails seem to be 
faster. I put a good deal of 
fine-tuning into tapering rails. 
The effect on a thicker rail on 


turning is not always negative 
or obvious. 

• Course-slalom racing: 
This one is hard to reconcile 
with theory—I |jk e to tell my 
yachting friends about this 
because it is hard to imagine 
what makes it go upwind. It is 
one theory in windsurfing that 
shouldn’t fly, but does. 

• Sails: In boats, small 
things are refined to the point 
of being absurd, while more 
general development is fairly 
stagnant. The most important 
aspect in boat speed is the 
mast/sail combination, and 
sailboard gear is the most 


advanced. 

• Production sailboards: 
I'm glad to see that production 
boards are getting competi¬ 
tive with customs You should 
be able to make a better board 
out of a mold than a custom 
The engineering there is not as 
good as it could be. 

• Professional windsurfers. 

I really like them They are 
really good to work with—very 
few exceptions. Top-level 
yachting competitors are simi¬ 
larly good to work with. The 
only complaining either group 
has is, "Why can’t I get it 
sooner ."—Tom James 


ROAD TO THE OLYMPICS 

A BIG REGATTA 
AND A BIG 
QUESTION 

T here's much at stake for 
American Olympic hope¬ 
fuls at this month's Olym¬ 
pic Classes Regatta in Long 
Beach, California (April 6 
through 8). It's the crucial third 
regatta of a series that will 
determine the five men and 
five women of the U.S. Sailing 
Team, and the eight men and 
eight women who will receive 
grant assistance (that is, 
money) to attend the Euro¬ 
pean Championship in Os- 
tend, Belgium, July 20 through 
28. On top of that, the male 
and female winners of the 
Long Beach regatta will be the 
American representatives at 
the Goodwill Games this July 
in Seattle. 

A good performance in this 
regatta, then, could ensure 
would-be Olympians much 
experience against interna¬ 
tional competition. 

The first regatta of the se¬ 
ries of three—the Olympic 
Classes Regatta in Miami, 
held in late January—estab¬ 
lished a clear male front run¬ 
ner and a trio of females 
bunched at the top. 

A steady breeze of 15 to 20 
knots blew during the regatta, 
and American Teddy Huang 
blew the field of 30 away, win- 



Nobody came close to' J ' 

Huang in the Miami Oly P 


Classes Regatta. 


SPORTS MEDICINE 


TROPICAL-CUT CARE 

I t's the first day of your dream windsurfari to that tropical paradise. 

The fragrant moist trades, brilliantly searing sun, and blood-warm 
ocean make those five-millimeter neoprene wetsuit days back home 
a distant and forgettable memory. 

Unfortunately for you, the microbial flora and fauna also find the 
surroundings extremely hospitable. Not only is the ocean tempera¬ 
ture more conducive to bacterial growth, the growth media (that is, 
the boardsailor) offer: 

• A variety of ports of entry. As your vacation in Margaritaville 
lengthens, an assortment of scrapes, scratches, and gouges will 
accumulate on your body. For example, there is reef rash on the 
feet, foot-batten slash on the shins, rigging burns on the fingers, and 
boom grip blisters on the palms. And any attempt by your abused 
body to form a protective scab is blasted away by sand, water, and 
more trauma. 

• An immune system that is stressed out from chronic physical 
fatigue, unrelenting exposure to mid-latitude UV solar radiation, and 
probably too much sex, drugs, and rock and roll. 

Any breaks in the natural structure of your skin is a potential site 
ofinfection. The body does an excellent job of healing itself. Wecan 
help by practicing basic rules of wound care, recognizing the signs 
of early infection, and promptly treating it. 

Basic wound care: 

Keep it clean. Any abrasions or cuts should be well-cleaned of 
foreign matter, then washed with soap and water. Avoid magic 
potions. Mercurochrome makes a great skin dye but avoid it unless 
you enjoy the brilliant reds. Hydrogen peroxide is an excellent agent 
for the initial cleaning job but it is very toxic to living tissue and should 
not be used frequently. Iodine is also a good disinfectant and not 
as toxic. 

Keep it dry. A loose dressing can be applied if needed to protect 
from contamination by dirt, moisture, or impact. Change the dress¬ 
ings as often as possible. Duct tape is not the dressing of choice! 

Don't pop blisters. Leave them alone. If they remain intact, the 
fluid contained within will be re-absorbed in 36 hours and the skin 
will stay in place to provide excellent protection. 

Don’t wait for stitches. If you think a cut needs stitches, don’twait 
more than 12 hours or the chance of infection increases dramatically 
and the physician will not use stitches. 

How can you tell if you have an infection? If your wound is red, 
inflamed, has red streaks away from it, is painful, oozes pus, or you 
have a fever, there is probably a bacterial infection present. In the 
tropical climate the most common culprit is Staphylococcus 
(Staph). Oral antibiotics available by prescription should cure the 
infection within 24 hours. 

The best cure is an ounce of prevention. Wear sandals if 
possible, wear protective clothing as needed, and take care of 
those boo-boos before they turn nasty on you.— Eric Kim, MD ■ 


Gotboardsailing-reiated questions for the doctor? If so. be sure 
W^^Part^FL W' n dRider Magazine, PO Box 2456, 
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ning all eight races. For 
Huang, a student at Stanford, 
this was his first regatta since 
the 1988 Olympic Trials. The 
next four men to finish were 
Josh Green (Canada), Scott 
Steele (U S ), Jonathan 
Hutchcroft (England), and 
Greg Fenton (Canada). 

In the women’s competi¬ 
tion, the top three finishers (of 
18 entered) finished as a tight 
group, set apart from the rest. 
All three are former world 
champions. England’s Penny 
Way edged out America’s 
Wendy Thomson and Carol 
Ann Alie, of Canada. Coming 
in fourth was Kirsten Snellen- 
berg (U.S.), and behind her 
was Canada's Lee Ann Hut¬ 
ton 

After the second regatta in 
the series—the Division II 
Midwinters in Melbourne, Flor¬ 
ida, held in mid-February— 
and the Long Beach regatta, 
the names to watch this year 
will become clearer, and the 
picture could grow even more 
interesting if the International 
Yacht Racing Union passes 
measures that would allow 
professional boardsailors to 
enter the arena. 

Which brings up the big 
question: What would happen 
if the top World Cup pros 
caught Olympic fever and 
competed for slots in the 
Games 9 Would they mop up? 

Not necessarily, says Scott 
Steele, who won the silver 
medal in the 1984 Games. 
"For one thing, it’s a different 
type of sailing. It’s concen¬ 
trated more on upwind speed 
and tactics, so it’s not oriented 
as much toward reaching 
speed. 

"Also, most of the top pro¬ 
fessionals are a little heavy for 
the Olympic board—they'd 
have to lose weight. The opti¬ 
mum weight for the pros is 
definitely over 160. For Olym¬ 
pic sailing, it’s under 150. If 
you put the pros on Olympic 
equipment, the guys winning 
the major championships on 
Olympic boards would be at 
an advantage." 

On the women’s side, 
weight is not such an equal¬ 
izer. Top World Cup pro 
Nathalie LeLievre is, in fact, 
fairly small as women pros go, 
and she’s mounting an Olym¬ 
pic campaign. "Everyone 
expects her to be right up 
there in the Olympic class," 
says Steele. B 
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Australia's Bruce Wylie won $21,721 last year, ninth among the men. 


WORLD CUP UPDATE 

MORE, MORE, 
MORE 

T he 1990 World Cup Tour 
is more ambitious than the 
1989 version in three 
ways: more events, more 
money, and more coverage. 

A total of 29 and perhaps 
30 events are planned—the 
June Dominican Republic 
contest is still a maybe at 
presstime—compared to last 
year’s 20 events. Prize money 
stands at about $1.8 million 
and should reach about $2 
million if the September and 
October English and German 
events turn into Grand Slam 
events, a definite possibility. 
Last year’s prize money total¬ 
led $1.3 million. And global 
television coverage is ex¬ 
pected for 12 events, which 
translates to ESPN and net¬ 
work coverage in the States for 
those events. 

One reason the money is 
higher is that there are higher 
purses at individual contests, 
says Cliff Webb, PBA media 
director. The Japan event, for 
instance, will offer $150,000 in 
prize money, whereas the 
previous high for a grand slam 
event was $120,000. 


"The pros ought to make 
more money, but not consid¬ 
erably more," Webb adds. "If 
Bjorn Dunkerbeck wins at the 
same level he did last year, he 
might make an extra $10,000, 
when he won just over 
$69,000. But the pro’s main 
money comes from sponsors 
anyway." 

Is this year’s schedule too 
ambitious—too big a jump up 


from last year’s? "We don’t 
think so," says Webb. "Last 
year, one event was dropped 
from our initial schedule, but 
another was added that paid 
even more money. This year's 
events look solid, and we 
expect the prize money to go 
up on a few events from our 
initial expectations." 

Here’s a look at the 1990 
schedule. ■ 



EVENT 

DATES 

STATUS 

DISCIPLINES PRIZE MONEY 

New Caledonia, Noumea 

Nov. 13-25 

Sanctioned 

Slalom 

$ 70,000 

Barbados, Caribbean 

Jan. 3-7 

Recognized 

Sl/Wave 

25,000 

Malaysia, Kuantan 

Jan. 21-28 

Recognized 

Slalom 

50,000 

Ohshima Island, Japan 

Feb. 3-4 

Recognized 

Sl/W/Cr 

60,000 

Almanarre, France 

Feb. 23-Mar. 4 

Triple Star G/S 

Sl/W/Cr 

120,000 

Paris, France 

Mar. 5-6 

Recognized 

Indoor SI 

45,000 

Maui, Hawaii 

Mar. 30-Apr. 6 

Single Star G/S 

Wave 

80,000 

Omaezaki, Japan 

Apr. 27-May 6 

Triple Star G/S 

Sl/W/Cr 

150,000 

Niijima, Japan 

May 9-14 

Single Star G/S 

Slalom 

80,000 

Corpus Christi, USA 

May 23-28 

Recognized 

Sl/Cr 

50,000 

Curacao 

May 30-June 3 

Sanctioned 

Slalom 

50,000 

Aruba 

June 6-10 

Sanctioned 

Slalom 

50,000 

Le Havre, France 

June 7-10 

Recognized 

Speed 

30,000 

Dominican Republic 

June 13-17 

Sanctioned 

Slalom 

30,000 

Puerto Rico 

June 20-24 

Sanctioned 

Cr 

50,000 . 

San Francisco, USA 

June 27-July 2 

Single Star G/S 

Cr 

80,000 

Gorge Pro-Am, USA 

July 5-8 

Sanctioned 

Slalom 

40,000 

Gorge Blow-Out, USA 

July 12-15 

Sanctioned 

Cr 

20,000 

Tarifa, Spain 

July 11-16 

Sanctioned 

Sl/Speed Crossing 

50,000 

Sotovento, Canaries 

July 21-28 

Sanctioned 

Sl/Speed 

50,000 

Lanzerote, Canaries 

July 29-Aug. 2 

Recognized 

Slalom 

50,000 

Gran Canaria, Canaries 

Aug. 4-8 

Sanctioned 

Sl/Wave 

60,000 

Guincho, Portugal 

Aug. 14-19 

Sanctioned 

Sl/Wave 

60,000 

Gedser, Denmark 

Aug. 23-26 

Recognized 

Sl/Cr 

60,000 

Sardinia, Italy 

Aug. 29-Sep. 2 

Recognized 

Sl/Cr 

30,000 

Lake Garda, Italy 

Sep. 5-10 

Sanctioned 

Sl/Cr 

50.000 

Hayle, England 

Sep. 14-23 

Sanctioned 

Sl/W/Cr 

60,000 

Sylt, Germany 

Sep. 29-Oct. 7 

Sanctioned 

Sl/W/Cr 

60.000 

Scheveningen, Holland 

Oct. 12-21 

Sanctioned 

Sl/W/Cr 

90,000 

Maui, Hawaii 

Oct. 31-Nov. 9 

Triple Star G/S 

Sl/W/Cr 

120,000 
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No, the rig is not quite right yet, 
Daddy, and I will not get in my 
wetsuit until it is. 


ready made a prototype baby 
"short" board. Brownell says 
that, compared to Bucky's 
size, it was equivalent to an 
adult 8'3", a true baby sinker. 

Brownell stopped in at 
another shop and found a 
Monte Spindler-designed 
A.R.T toddler cut-away. The 
size wasn’t marked, but 
Brownell estimated it to be 
.090 square meters—not only 


perfect for learning, but it 
would be great later on in 
higher winds "I was excited," 
Brownell recalls. "Little 
'Bucky Boardhead’ would be 
out ripple hopping in no time!" 

Brownell went to the hard¬ 
ware store for a mast. One- 
quarter-inch wooden dow- 
eiling seemed to have the 
right flex, but he bought a 
variety of sizes to check out 


the different flex patterns for 
optimum performance. At 
only 39 cents each, cost was 
no object. For boom ends he 
found that one-half-inch PVC 
90-degree elbows were per¬ 
fect. 

Did Bucky sail? Like a pro, 
Brownell insists. We’re a little 
leery, to tell the truth, but we 
want, we really do want, to 
believe. ■ 


D avid Brownell was sail¬ 
ing at Cape Hatteras a 
while back, when he 
thought that it would be a 
shame to leave his four- 
month-old son Bucky on the 
beach alone. "I was out hav¬ 
ing fun and he had sand blow¬ 
ing in his eyes I thought, why 
not teach him to sail, too?” 
says Brownell. "He’s quite 
coordinated for his age." 

Finding the right equip¬ 
ment was a problem. Fortu¬ 
nately, a local shop had al- 


BUCKY BECOMES 
A BOARDHEAD 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 


Ahh. .the confidence of standing at the water’s edge, secure with the knowledge that you have the 
hottest door on the beach. In 1981 during the height of the shortboard revolution, Mike Waltze stated 
that anything could be sailed—even a door He then proved himself correct at Sprecklesville. He 
even got planing. 


H ere’s a list of numbers you 
can call for wind informa¬ 
tion in many areas of the coun¬ 
try. This is obviously not a list of 
all the great places to go 
windsurfing in America—just 
some of them, chosen in a totally 
non-scientific manner. If we get 
a clamoring for more such lists, 
we'll certainly give them to you 
from time to time. 

If you live in New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, or Massachusetts, con¬ 
sider signing on with the North¬ 
east Wind Hotline, which has 
mini-weather stations at a large 
number of locations. It costs 
$38 a year, plus 70 cents a 
call—for real-time information. 

If you want to know more about 
it, call 617-864-7940. 

Arizona 

Lake Havasu-602-855-2141 
ext. 161 

California 

Hurricane Gulch—213-514- 
8516 

Lake Castaic— 805-257-4050 
Newport Beach— 714-675- 
0503 


Santa Barbara—805-962-9463 
San Diego—619-488-9463 
Coyote Point, San Luis Reservoir, 
Waddell Beach—408-976-4253 
Eureka—707-443-7062 
Half Moon Bay—415-726-6070 
Lake Lopez—805-489-2095 
Rio Vista-916-976-4746 
San Luis Reservoir—209-826- 
9019 

Colorado 

Boulder/Denver—303-444-2333 
Florida 

Jacksonville—904-976-2875 
Melbourne—407-976-9463 
West Palm—407-976-9463 
Miami—305-976-9463 
Key West—305-296-2001 
Jensen Beach—407-225-2300 
Ft. Myers—813-472-0123 
St. Pete/Clearwater—813-645- 
2506 

Ft. Walton Beach-904-664-6710 
Georgia 

Savannah-912-354-7757 

Hawaii 

Maui-808-877-3611 
Oahu—808-834-7674 


Illinois 

Chicago/Evanston—312-976- 
1212 

Louisiana 

New Orleans—504-589-2331 
Maryland 

Annapolis—301 -936-1212 

Massachusetts 
Boston—617-569-3700 

Michigan 

Grand Haven—616-798-4070 
Detroit-313-976-1212 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis—612-725-6090 
Nebraska 

Lake McConaughy—308-284- 
3542 

Nevada 

Lake Mead/Lake Mojave—702- 
736-3854 

New Jersey 

Sandy Hook—201-976-1212 
Long Beach—609-494-2680 


New York 

Finger Lakes—607-273-7873 
North Carolina 

Cape Hatteras—919-441-0353 
Oregon 

Hood River/Gorge—503-386- 
4646 

Seaside—503-738-7888 
Warrenton—503-271-4244 

South Carolina 
Charleston-803-577-5979 

Tpyoc 

Dallas—214-787-1111 
Houston/Gal veston—713-228- 
8703 

Corpus Christie—512-937-9283 

South Padre Island—512-761- 
1121 

Virginia „„ , ol9 

Virginia Beach— 804-666-1 <* 

Washington 206 . 

Seattle (Puget Sound)-"* 
464-2000 ext 9910 

Wisconsin „ en 

Madison— 608-233-066° 


windR' dER 
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When ifs time to leave it all behind, 



take more with you in a Vanagon. 


You'll know when it's time. 

Your mind will tell you. Your body will tell you. 
Then your family will tell you. 

It's time to get up and go. 

And there's no better way to go than 
in a Volkswagen Vanagon. Vanagon is America's 
most spacious minivan, with even more pas¬ 
senger and cargo room than the new "extended" 
minivans. In fact Vanagon seats seven and 
offers three times more behind-the-rear-seat 
storage than Plymouth Voyager. 

Which comes in handy when you realize 
leaving it all behind usually means taking a 
whole lot with you. 

Of course, Vanagon offers more than loads 
of room. Its power rack-and-pinion steering 

•M.S.R.P. excludes options, tax, registration, destination charges 
and dealer prep. For details call 1 -800-444-VWUS. 


and four-wheel independent suspension deliver 
a ride that's uniquely European. And since 
Vanagon's actually shorter than any mid¬ 
size station wagon, it's easy to maneuver 
around town. 

Even the price is easy to handle. Vanagon 
starts at $14,080.* And Vanagon Carat (shown 
above) includes air conditioning, automatic 
transmission, and much more for just $ 18,670!* 
So the next time you want to get away 
from it all, see your Volkswagen dealer. 

And take the minivan that 
leaves all 
the others 
behind. 

Vanagon. 

© 1990 Volkswagen | Seatbelts save lives. | 
Don’t drink and drive. 
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_ ASK THE PROS _ 

What's The Best Type Of Harness To Use? 





Brian Benedict, Jensen 
Beach, FL: 

For slalom racing and 
speed sailing, I prefer a seat 
harness. After experiment¬ 
ing with chest harnesses, 
waist harnesses, and every 
other combination, I found 
that a very lightly padded 
seat harness is the right 

Choice for me. Matt Schweitzer Erik Beale 

In flat water to a slight 


bump, there is absolutely no question in 
my mind that a seat harness is faster than 
any other type. While on Maui and then in 
Aruba, I had a chance to objectively test 
all my harnesses, and the seat harness 
was at least 20 percent faster in a variety 
of wind conditions on a slalom board. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the three fastest U.S. mainland 
speed and slalom sailors use a seat har¬ 
ness (Nevin Sayre, Brad Duffy, and Ferris 
Hamilton). We can’t all be wrong... 

The only exception I have found to this 
rule applies to absolutely overpowering 
(i.e., survival) conditions. Here, where 
control translates into speed, I use a chest 
harness. With the chest harness, I can 
leverage the rig with my upper body while 
keeping my feet securely in the straps. I 
can de-power easier with a chest har¬ 
ness. 

The seat harness, on the other hand, is 
a totally “power on” setup. All of the power 
from the rig is translated directly from the 
rig through your butt to your legs. For me, 
in all conditions but 45 knots or big surf, 
the seat harness is the right choice. 

Dave Kalama, Maui, HI: 

I prefer to use a Da Kine battened 
chest harness in the waves. The reasons 
for using a chest harness are simple. 
When going in and out through the surf, 


you'll find that you need to hook in and 
hook out quite often. The higher hook po¬ 
sition of the chest harness makes this task 
much easier; it reduces the time needed 
to hook in and out, and doesn't disturb my 
concentration as much. 

Also, with the onslaught of aerial 
maneuvers, I find that I land on my back 
from time to time. In this situation, the 
chest harness gives me much-needed 
protection from a fierce back slap. The 
battens act much like those in a sail—they 
help to spread the tension load lines 
throughout your whole back and actually 
do offer much better support than past 
chest harness models. 

Matt Schweitzer, Maui, HI: 

I prefer the chest harness with the 
lower back panel for my wave-sailing 
style. When you're pushing yourself to the 
limits in big waves and strong winds, 
there’s a greater chance of making mis¬ 
takes, and I feel it's easier to recover with 
this harness. 

I use the hook down—rather than up— 
because when I’m caught in a critical 
situation and need to bail out right away, 
it's more natural for me to pull in with my 
arms to release the harness lines quickly, 
rather than having to squat down to re¬ 
lease with a hook in the up position. 


Timing is everything when 
you’re wave sailing. 

When slalom sailing or 
course racing, I think it's bet¬ 
ter to use a seat harness. 
You have more time to get 
comfortable. Also, the sitting 
position takes much of the 
stress off your arms and 
back, and you have more 
strength for sailing longer. 

When I’m long-distance 
sailing, I use both chest and 
seat harnesses, and switch 
off between them, so I can 
rest certain areas of my body 
and relieve cramping 
muscles. 

These are my prefer¬ 
ences; harnesses are worn 
differently by many people. 
A lot of your harness choice 
comes down to personal 
preference as well as the 
type of sailing you do. 


Erik Beale, Maui, HI: 

I remember the first har¬ 
nesses, which were chest 
harnesses. These were crude affairs that 
tried to crush my rib cage into such a 
shape that I could not breathe, but they 
doubled my sailing endurance instantly. 
Sailing six hours a day in one reduced a 
lot of lower back pain, which highlights 
another problem of the chest harness: It 
puts your spine in compression as you 
transmit the power of the rig from your 
upper body to your pelvis and legs. 

I worked with Da Kine Hawaii and we 
found a solution: the waist harness. It 
transmitted the power of the rig directly to 
the pelvis, gave great upper-body mobil¬ 
ity, and was light and comfortable. It had 
its problems, too. It tended to ride up the 
torso during waterstarting and sailing, 
requiring constant readjustment. 

Then came the speed seat, which is 
what I now use. It has all the waist harness 
advantages plus added leverage—you 
can really sit on the power. The hook is at 
your center of gravity, where you can 
exert the most force to counterbalance 

the sail. The straps between your legs 
stop the harness from riding up, 9 
they do restrict leg movement a little- 
As for general advice, I sU 9 g ® s aS 
sailors try as many harness typ 
possible, and when one suits y 0 ^ ^, 
type and sailing technique, th® n 
hook in, hang on, and have a o ia*> * 


O ver the past 10 years, 
the types of har¬ 
nesses in use grew 
from one to three: The chest 
harness evolved into the 
waist harness, which led to 
the seat harness. 

Today, seat and chest 
harnesses are those ones 
most commonly used. To 
find out which is better for 
different types of sailing and 
conditions, we asked sev¬ 
eral pro sailors what type Brian Benedict 
harnesses they used and 
why. Here's what they said. 


Dave Kalama 
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tep han . when you g o out on the water iust 
«« for fun , what sail do you use ? 

Recently I’ve been using the Cam +! I’d 
dreamed for a long time about a sail to go out on 
long sailing sessions with friends, that didn’t mean 
having to get out regatta equipment. But don’t get 
me wrong, I didn’t want to miss out on any of the 
power or stability of CIs, I felt like having something 
lighter, that manoevered less agressively. Working 
together with Philippe we landed on the idea of 
keeping the same foundation as my competition 
sails, but only using one camber to pre-form and 
stabilize the sail’s draft. 

The result was that when we tried out the sail in >. 
June, the difference in performance between the 
Cam + and my cambered racers turned out to be 
very little. I think it’s the ideal sail to give the 
sensation and power of a racing sail without 
extra weight and a big luff pocket, that can put off 
the less experienced sailor. 

Robert Teriitehau: I tried the sail out with the 
guys. Speed freaks but they don’t want to know 
about CIs, saying they’re too heavy or too 
complicated. Coming back to earth, they were 
knocked out by its lightness, and even more by its 
power, its stability and the way it keeps on planing 
through lulls. And the monofilm is really great. 
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THE SMARTEST NEW MOVES IN 
BOARDSAIUNG WILL HELP YOU 

SET SPEED RECORDS... 

GETTING OFF THE BEACH. 



Our rig revolution continues. 

Now that we've set completely new 
standards for mast technology and 
performance, we'd like to transform 
your ideas and expectations of booms 
and bases. The conventional wisdom 
that "Tough is enough" is sadly inade¬ 
quate, the kind of blinkered thinking 
that always blocks progress. Tough is 
not enough — and we've got proof. 

We now introduce the boom and 
the base as they should be: highly 
efficient, high precision pieces of 
hardware that integrate seamlessly, 
not just with the rig, but also with the 
physical capabilities of the rider. 

Doing the twist 

We sforrted with a Big Picture: an 


objective assessment of the real role 
of the boom and the base in the rig. 
Then we focussed on the details. How 
could we make rigging easier and 
faster?How could we improve tuning 
performance and eliminate all 
loose parts? 

Our design engineers worked with 
two new concepts: integration and 
ergonomics...and not 
surprisingly 


evolved many smart new solutions 
to some of the oldest problems in 
boardsailing. 

Now the key movement in rigging 
is the twist. Why? It's the quickest, 
easiest way for your hand to move to 
lock two parts together. Just join... 
and twist. 
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MastQase 


Mosibase 15 I] Mastbose 25 


Mostbase 45 


look at our pictures. 

To connect rig and 
board, just slide...and twist. 

.To fine tune the outhaul, simply 
connect sail to boom...and twist. 

To reset the mastbase, grip... then 
twist. Even adjusting the boom 
height is simple. Open the lever arm, 
grip and...twist. 

Simple. Quick. Easy. 


The details you'll forget 

With typical thoroughness, our 
engineers took every active and passive 
function of the boom and base into 



Ultralight racing/slalom mast 



Ultralight wave mast 


consideration, and looked at ways to 
make improvements. 

Ironically, many of their best design 
solutions are so logical, so precise and 
so efficient, you'll probably never even 
notice them — except for the fact that 
you'll rig up faster and smoother than 
anyone else on the beach. 

The boom head, for example, 
enables the arm angle to be adjusted 
to the sail's clew height without point 
loading your new Carbon 60 mast. 

There are no loose parts on the 
boom or the base. The mast base has 
two adaptors that make it instantly 
compatible with any type of board, 
custom or production. The minimal use 
of rope lines means less to wear out, 
less to break, snug connections 
and an end to knots that 
refuse to come undone. 

Then there is the issue 
of compatibility. Our 
comprehensive range 

High dew __ 

Short .boom” 

tow dew _ 
long boom 

Pivoting boom head 
avoids point loading 




Adaptor P 


of boom arms means you can start 
with a basic boom and just add 
selected pieces to cover your entire 
quiver of sails. There's even a choice 
of adjustment systems — the "twist 
grip" E-Z Trim or the Twin Pin — and 
the whole unit can be quickly dis¬ 
assembled for easy transportation. 

To find out just how good our new 
booms and bases are — and how 
they can decrease your rigging time 
and increase your sailing hours — visit 
your Neil Pryde dealer and try them 
for yourself. 

Why settle for being fastest on the 
water when you can also be fastest 
off the beach? 
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TONING 

Fin Placement 

By Scott Trudon 


F in placement can make or break your 
board's overall performance, from 
sailing upwind to jibing. A good fin 
and its placement are just as important as 
your board and sail. You can spend a lot 
of money on a fin, but if you don't put it in 
the right place, you won't get out of it what 
you put into it. 

THE GOLDEN RULE 

The main consideration in fin place¬ 
ment is how your weight is distributed 
over the board when you're planing. On 
slalom boards, your weight is farther 
back, and on wave boards it's a bit farther 
forward. But no matter which board 
you're on, when you're sailing on a reach, 
most of your weight is on the rear foot. 
And what's it pushing off? Your fin! So, 
whether you're on a slalom or wave board, 
for maximum performance make sure 
your fin and your back foot are as close to¬ 
gether as possible. 

That is the golden rule of fin place¬ 
ment—with only a few exceptions (which 
I'll address later)—and it holds true for all 
types of fins. 

Look at the photos. The leading edge 
of the fin is lined up with the back of the 
back footstrap. Think of the back foot¬ 
strap screw as going right through to the 
hole on your fin tab. In almost all situ¬ 
ations, this is the ideal placement on 
wave, slalom, and course boards. In this 
position, you'll get maximum control and 
speed out of your fin. 

OUT OF POSITION 

Most people put the fin too far back. I 
think they believe that the farther back the 
fin. the faster the board will travel. They’re 
wrong. For one thing, placing your fin too 
far back will make your board jibe more 
stiffly. Or it’ll make you spin out into the 
jibe—which always gives your friends a 
good laugh. 

Or picture this: You're trying to pump 
yourself onto a plane. Your arms are 
pumping away on the booms and your 
legs are pushing right off the fin. Usually, 
if your fin is too far back, it will spin out— 
and you’ll have to reset it. Spinouts are not 
much fun. They can cause you to miss 
that ramp you had your eye on for a blast¬ 
off, and they can cause the whole fleet to 
roll over you at the start of your slalom 
heat. 

Here's another situation: You're 
screaming along on your slalom board 
with your 5.0 camber-induced sail. You're 
cruising side by side with your favorite 



A general rule (or fin placement is to position your back foot right above the fin. With thrusters, 
you'll want to place your back foot between your main fin and the thrusters. 


sailing buddy. When a big gust hits, 
you’re sheeted in tight and your back leg 
is pushing as hard as it can on the fin. This 
is where properfin placement will make or 
break you. If your fin is too far back, nine 
times out of 10 you will spin out and your 
friend will blow right by you. Once again, 
the closer your fin is to your back foot, the 
more control and drive you will have off 
your fin. 

If your fin is set too far forward, the 
nose of the board will usually stay down 
when you start to reach top speed. In 
some situations this is good. When you 
are a bit overpowered, it will help keep 
your board in the water, and your board 
will feel a bit looser to jibe. In most cases, 
though, when the nose stays down too far. 
you lose top-end speed. To maintain your 
maximum top end. your board should 
meet as little resistance as possible from 
the water. 

THRUSTERS 

If you have thruster fins, you’ll want to 
keep your back foot between your main 
fin and your thrusters. Think about where 
a surfer places his back foot—for maxi¬ 
mum power and drive, it's right between 
the fins. Surfing down the line of a fast¬ 
breaking wave, he's driving off his fins for 
speed and acceleration. The same holds 
true on a sailboard. Fin placement is 
crucial. 

On a wave board, the footstraps are 


set farther forward than on a slalom 
board. Why? So you can go rail to rail and 
be able to dig in the rail of your board on 
the bottom turn. Look at the photo of my 
asymmetrical. My back foot is right on the 
front of the main fin and right on top of the 
thruster fin. Whether you're on a round pin 
with thrusters or on an asymmetrical, you 
want to have your foot on those fins to 
maximize their performance. 

As for your turns on the wave face, or 
even on jibes, if your fins are too far back, 
your board will have a stiffer feel. In most 
cases, the farther forward your fins are, 
the looser the board will feel. 


EXCEPTIONS 

In some cases you might want to place 
your fin more forward, such as when 
you’re sailing a slalom board in a course 
race, or sailing in an area where the cur¬ 
rent is going the same direction as the 
wind—then, having your fin forward will 
help you stay upwind. A racked profne 
can even go farther forward because the 
trailing edge extends farther back- 

If you are sailing on a transition boa 
that’s 10 feet or longer, you should keep 
the fin forward in your box. Tran 
boards are made for lighter wind • 
most of the time you are in margins p 
ing conditions. The strap P os ' '° kee p 
ward and so is your body weigh. s Qf 

the fin forward in the box for all W 
sailing on your transition board. 
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PIONEERS OF LIGHTWEIGHT EPOXY BOARDS 

1980-1985 1st to advocate and build lightweight EPS wave and jump boards. 

1985- 1986 1 st lightweight epoxy jumpboards and raceboards built in the Gorge. 

1986- 1989 1st in competition, emerging as the dominant race board in the 

Gorge. More top-place finishes than the next four makes combined! 

1988-1989 1st USBA-registered production boards proven competitive in 

PBA. New Florida factory yearly production capability: 1200 boards. 

1980-1990 1st in toughness. Durability unsurpassed by any EPS race board, 
custom or production. We guarantee it! 


INSTOCK WEIGHT 

9'0 COURSE SLALOM 14 

8'8 SLALOM 13 

All boards fully warranteed 


LIMITED PRODUCTION WEIGHT 
8’4 HI-WIND SLALOM 12 

7'10 JUMPBOARD 11 

76JUMPBOARD 10 


HI-PER TECH HOOD RIVER 

416 Cascade St. • Hood River, OR 97031 
503-386-6608 


HI-PER TECH FLORIDA 

P.O. Box 2562 • Dunedin, FL 34697 
813-789-4539 
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RACE 


Technology, Inc. 


The LOW DRAG Solution For High 
Performance Sailboard SPINOUT 
Molded for accuracy, Carbon for strength. 


Reader Service 181 



The fin is properly placed when the leading 
edge of the fin is lined up with the back of 
the back footstrap 



Placing the fin too far back can cause 
spinout and make your board jibe more 
stiffly. 


As far as course boards go, treat your 
fin placement the same as you would on 
your slalom board. In lighter winds, how¬ 
ever, move the fin forward to get you onto 
a plane and get a bit more lift upwind. If 
it gets a bit windy, move it back a bit. But 
not too far back—overlap your back foot 
and the fin. You should be pushing off 
your fin, not the bottom of your board. 

REMEMBER THE RULE 

In closing, remember that the action of 
your back foot is the key to fin placement, 
since your back foot controls your fin. So, 
keep the two close together and you'll get 
the most out of your fin. I hope this infor¬ 
mation will help you enjoy your next day of 
sailing a bit more. Have fun, go fast, 
smack the lip, jump to the moon, and 
share our great sport with someone who 
wants to learn. Aloha! ■ 


Pro sailor and Maui resident Scott Trudon 
is sponsored by Bic Sport USA, DaKine 
Hawaii, Hawaiian Pro Line, Hi-Tech, and 
Action Pak. 
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Nothing built into a Freedom Maui sail is “average." One 
look at the materials designed into our sails will tell you why. 

We believe that Materials Make the Difference. The Ultra 5.0 
is testimony to this philosophy. The Ultra is built with several 
different high-tech Mylars in each area of the sail in response 
to wind loads on the sail. This unique construction process we 
call Composite Sailmaking Technology. 

Composite Sailmaking Technology places the optimum 
sailcloths in each part of the sail to minimize sail shape 
distortion at the lightest possible weight. 

Luff panel materials resist stretch vertically against downhaul 
pressure yet shape out the sail perfectly in the horizontal 
direction. All body materials are lightweight where lower wind 
loads allow us to save weight. High-load areas such as the 
leech and foot use special warp-oriented Mylars for exception¬ 
ally clean trailing edges. 

Each sail size is constructed with its own unique blend of 
optimum material weights for clean, distortion-free power. 




Composite Sailmaking Technology means Freedom Maui sails 
perform higher, sail lighter and last longer. 

That’s because Freedom Maui sails are a statement against 
mediocrity. Owning one means refusing to compromise. 
Freedom Maui: Materials Make the Difference. 

Ask for Freedom Maui by name at your local windsurfing 
shop. Or, write us for a free brochure and sticker. Forahotnew 
Freedom Maui T-shirt, send us your size and $12.50. 



MATERIALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 

P.O. Box 256, Cataumet 55 Kaahumanu Ave 

MA 02534 USA Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 USA 

(508) 563-2252 (Tel.) (808) 877-0202 (Tel. & Fax) 

(508) 564-4871 (Fax) 
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_ TACTICS _ 

Shifts Happen: Take Advantage Of Them 

By Sean Hawes 



DIAGRAM A—“ET gets to the shift first and gains a huge advantage over "A ." 


I can recall many times when a person 
had just won a race and people were 
saying, “Wow, was he fast!”—when he 
really was no faster than the next guy. 
How did he do it? By using the wind shifts 
to his advantage. 

No matter where you sail, the wind 
constantly changes its direction and ve¬ 
locity. The sailor who learns how to use 
these wind shifts to his advantage is often 
the fastest sailor on a race course. There 
are basically two kinds of wind shifts— 
temporary and persistent—and there are 
tried-and-true ways to make both in¬ 
crease your performance. 

TEMPORARY WIND SHIFTS 

Wind shifts that occur for short periods 
of time before the direction and velocity 
change again are what I call temporary 
wind variations. These are more likely to 
occur in light winds, small bodies of water 
(such as lakes) and offshore winds. 
Temporary wind shifts (as well as persis¬ 
tent ones) will have the most dramatic 
effect on the upwind legs of a race. Each 
time you use a wind shift correctly, you cut 
distance off this leg of the course. In 
essence, you’re sailing a shorter course 
compared to the "long course" that re¬ 
sults from not using wind shifts. 

Because in temporary wind shifts the 
wind is always changing direction and 
velocity, you'll want to concentrate on two 
things while sailing upwind: 

Keep yourself sailing in the windiest 
part of the course. Always look for the 
darkest water on the course—which is 
generally where the most wind is. You can 
see dark patches of wind far up on the 
course as they start on their path down¬ 
wind. Position yourself so that these dark 
puffs head right into you. You’ll be faster 
than the other sailors if you sail where the 


strongest wind is. 

Sail on the lifted tack of each wind 
variation. This will improve your situation 
even more. The lifted tack is simply the 
tack that will point you closest to the 
upwind mark. Because you’re in a tempo¬ 
rary wind variation, you will find yourself 
continuously tacking with every wind shift 
to keep yourself on the lifted tack and in 
the most wind. 

Actually, it’s not quite that simple. 


Because sailboards are fast-planing 
hulls, every time you tack you greatly 
decrease your speed, so be careful of 
over-tacking. I find if the wind is light, you 
can afford to tack more—because of your 
slower boat speed, you don’t lose that 
much distance on each tack. In strong 
winds, however, when you’re moving fast 
you lose significant distance and speed 
with every tack. A good rule to follow is 
this: In light winds tack on every shift, and 



yen when you’re not racing, taking ad¬ 
vantage of shifts can help you on the 
* r Shifts come in two forms: lifts and 
ders. Lifts are shifts that help you get 
»re you are going, and headers are shifts 
work against you. If you’re sailing in a 
terly direction on a northwesterly, if the 
j suddenly swings out of the north, you’ll 
lifted. If it swings more to the west, you'll 


leo. 

r the recreational sailor, shifts are 
, important when sailing upwind. The 
to make each shift a lift by tacking on it 
ssary Ever have one of those days 


when every time you tack, it seems that you 
barely gained any ground? 

Chances are you're out of sync with the 
shifts, and constantly getting headed. Missing 
the shifts when you’re trying to get upwind is 
like walking up the down escalator. Sure, you 
can eventually get yourself to the top, but think 
of how much faster you’d get there by taking 
the up escalator in the first place. 

The first step in taking advantage of a shift 
is to know when and how the wind is shifting. 
Start by sailing as high upwind as you can 
toward a point on the horizon. Every time it 
seems that you can easily point higher, you're 


in a lifting shift. Conversely, whenever you 
feel as if you can’t head as high as you were, 
you’re on a headed shift. More often than not, 
these lifts and headers come in a predictable 
pattern. This is shifty wind, or temporary wind 
shifts. 

When the wind is said to be shifting, that 
means it’s consistently clocking to a different 
direction. This is easier to see. because you 
can simply check the direction the chop is 
running. The recreational sailor also needs to 
be aware of this phenomenon to make sure 
he can get back to where he started. 
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in strong winds tack on only the major 
shifts. 

Remember, you should always have a 
reason for each tack. 

PERSISTENT WIND SHIFTS 

What I call persistent wind shifts are 
wind shifts that are somewhat predict¬ 
able. generally last for a long time, and are 
usually caused by sea breezes, land 
masses, and frontal systems. Because 
the upwind leg is again the most impor¬ 
tant, sailing the right way on this leg is a 
matter of do or die. Unless you have 
nuclear boat speed, if you don't go the 
right way on a persistent wind shift you’ll 
find yourself far behind at the upwind 
mark. 

Persistent wind shifts are easier to sail 
in than temporary ones because they can 
be fairly predictable. You can determine 
this type of wind variation by knowing 
weather patterns for the day, which way 
the sea breezes fill in, and by looking at 
land configurations 



with a persistent wind shift. Note that *A m 
stays on the opposite side of the wind shift 
and moves ahead of “8". 

To make the best use of a persistent 
wind shift, sail into the direction of the 
shift. This will force you to sail into a 
header. You might think you’re losing at 
first, but the longer you can sail into the 
header without over-standing the lay line 
(the line where you can tack and readh the 
weather mark without tacking again), the 
greater the results. Whoever is first to the 
shift gains the greatest advantage over 
the rest of the fleet. (See diagram B.) 

If you, like me, sometimes have trouble 
telling the difference between persistent 
and temporary wind variations, here s a 
good method of telling them apart. Sail 
the course with a buddy who’s just about 
as fast as you are. Head upwind in oppo¬ 
site directions for one minute, and then 


tack. The person who crosses in front has 
just come from the favored side. If the 
same side keeps paying off, then you 
know you have a persistent wind shift. If 
different sides pay off, you have a tempo¬ 
rary wind variation. If you take the time to 
do this before the start, you’ll come into 
the race with the advantage of knowing 
what’s going on with the wind. 

REACHES AND RUNS 

The first thing to remember when sail¬ 
ing with wind variations on reaches and 
runs is always to keep in the most wind 
possible. If you see a puff coming down, 
head up a few degrees to get into it 
sooner. Don’t sail in a straight line and 
wait for it to come to you! Once you get 
into it, head back down to your proper 
course and ride the puff for as long as you 
can. Continue this scalloping method for 
the entire leg. Your ''scallops" will be less 
severe in heavier wind than in light wind. 
(Diagram C helps explain this.) 

On the run you should sometimes jibe 



get to the area with the most wind first, and 
stay in it longer. 

to get into the most wind. This works best 
in temporary puffy wind variations. On 
persistent wind shifts, you still want to 
continue the above method, but toward 
the opposite side of the wind shift. This 
can again best be seen in the diagram. 

I hope this makes understanding wind 
shifts and how to use them easier. These 
days it’s easy to get caught up in buying 
that new sail, mast, fin, board, dagger- 
board, and whatnot. But never forget that 
sailing the shortest course using wind 
variation is faster and less expensive. ■ 


Pro sailor Sean Hawes is sponsored by 
Sun East Active Wear, North Sails, AHD 
Boards, Body Glove, Oakley, Terzo, and 
Rainbow Fins. 
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Compact: The New NAUTIX front end is secured. 

The mast is 100% protected. 

Rigging the sail: The controlled flex design wings 
provide automatic boom/clew alignment. 

Twist-Lock extensions: Rigging is quick. The rear 
end is securely locked in place. 

NAUTIX. Inc.. P.O. Box 810, SAG HARBOR, NY 11963. TEL: (516) 725- 9545. 
Fax:(516)725-9549. 

CANADA: GILMOUR SPORTS, 1055 Begin Street, St. Laurent, P.Q., 
CANADA H4R1V8. TEL: (514) 331-3360. 
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The new A.R.T. Fin Program: offering 
9 high tech performance foils, rounding 
out a total concept aimed at the serious 
sailor. 

Designed through extensive testing in 
the hydro-flow chamber, as well as prac¬ 
tical evaluation by our professional test 
team, these foils offer the best speed/ 
drag ratio with the lowest spin out of any 
fin on the market. Available in three 
categories: Race, Slalom and Wave, 
each in three different sizes, A.R.T. fins 
cover virtually all needs for the discrimi¬ 
nating rider. 

A Computer designed NACA profiles, 
glass/carbon construction, up to 23% 
carbon content, for stiffness and dura¬ 
bility. Precisely defined stiffness patterns 
to match the fin type and targeted per¬ 
formance area. 

A Shape precision, only attainable 
through a Cad/Cam milling process, 
using high density carbon composite 
laminate stock. High tech finish, micro 
polished surfaces. 

For a new dimension of speed and 
control, A.R.T. speed foils are available at 
your A.R.T. speed specialty dealer now! 
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DARRELL JONES 


TRANSITIONS 

Duck Jibing 

By Roger Jurriens 


T he duck jibe not only looks good, but 
after endless normal jibes it will pick 
things up when the rhythm of your 
sailing sessions gets monotonous. It was 
first performed by Richard White—in 
Hawaii, of course—in the early ’80s. Back 
then anyone who could do a duck jibe 
was considered one of the best sailors in 
the world. 

Now intermediate sailors can learn the 
maneuver easily by reading and visualiz¬ 
ing these how-to tips, and practicing— 
the way I learned eight years ago. Before 


you try it, however, be sure you know how 
to do your jibes consistently and carve 
your turns as smoothly as possible. 

When the time comes to practice, try to 
find flat water. It's difficult enough to 
concentrate on working the sail; you don’t 
need to worry about keeping your bal¬ 
ance on a bouncing board on top of that. 
Favorable wind for practice is a consis¬ 
tent 20-plus knots, depending on your 
weight and the size of your board. Maybe 
a better way to put it is this: You should be 
powered up and consistently planing with 


no bigger than a 5.5 sail 

The type of sail you use is very impor¬ 
tant. Make sure it’s a non-camber-in- 
duced sail with a fairly high-cut foot. In 
other words, use an RAF or soft wave 
sail—no race or slalom sails. As for the 
board, I suggest a 9.0 slalom board, but 
basically any board you feel comfortable 
jibing will do. 

Here's how you duck jibe. 

THE MANEUVER 

Begin by sailing on a reach to broad 



The approach going into your duck jibe is just the Slide your back hand farther back on the booms, 
same as your approach for a typical jibe. then release your front hand. Cross your front 

hand behind your back hand. 



Release your original back hand and exten : 
arm that is holding the boom. 




Complete the jibe and prepare to return to a 
normal sailing stance. 


Throw the sail back as hard as you can and 
prepare to return to a normal sailing stance. 


As the front of the boom gets closer, grab it with 
both hands. 
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> SAVE UP TO 56% 

Save up to 56% on America’s #1 windsurfing 
magazine. It’s easy. No postage necessary, plus we’ll 
gladly bill you later. Don't wait. Mail today and enjoy convenient 
home delivery of the hottest windsurfing coverage available! 


YES! Sign me up for: 


□ 3 years (24 issues) $30.97 (Save $39.83) 
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reach (90 to 135 degrees off the wind) 
The start of a duck jibe is exactly the same 
as that of a normal jibe. While you’re on a 
reach, hooked in and planing, look for a 
spot about 30 yards ahead where the 
wind is about the same (but definitely not 
lighter). As you approach this spot, slide 
your back hand about a foot back on the 
boom. Take your back foot out of the strap 
and place it just in front of it on the leeward 
rail. Now you’re ready to start initiating 
your turn. Unhook yourself while keeping 
your sail sheeted in, and slowly move your 
weight both forward and to the inside of 
your turn. Keep your knees bent and your 
front arm extended, leaning the rig to the 
inside of your turn. 

Between 135 to 180 degrees off the 
wind (broad reach to downwind), let go 
with your front hand and grab hold of the 
boom behind your back hand (so your 
hands are crossed) as far back as pos¬ 
sible. Release your original back hand 
and extend the arm that’s still holding the 




While extending your boom arm, try to lean back. 
At this point, you should be prepared to throw the 
sail back as you pass the downwind position. 


Snitch your feet and hand positions and 
c ontinue sailing. 



©nee tlpon Jl ®ime... 

nee upon o time, there was o company colled Ampro. Ir manufactured magnificent 
products. Dut soon ir succumbed, to whor many would soy. wes on ’’unreasonable" justice 
system. At the heart of the company were two people. One owned the assets 
and the other organizational skills. The two were pragmatic by nature, 
industrious, extremely knowledgeable in process andproducr, ond full 
of hope ond dreams for the future. They were wise enough to recognize 


their one weakness 


Vision 


N ......_ _ yellow 

brick rood ro the land of Oz. The wizard 
would help them find what they soughr. The 
journey wos long ond perilous. Still they 
continued down the relentless rood, 
high in spirit, seeking the Wizard who 
would give them Vision. 


(Iji^) ne night the two come upon o 
nCI/ sweet oromo in the oir. 

Soon they sow a flickering fire bright 
in yellows, oranges, ond reds. As they approached 
the fire, a mon stood ond offered them shelter ond nourishment. 

The mon listened to their stories of building o new company. He listened 
to their dreams. And soon, the mon shored his dreams. Dy morning, the three 
hod agreed to moke the journey to Oz toqether. They walked, ond talked. J 
ond shored. The journey was now both enlightening ond swift.^ MT-j 

The hours ond days sped by. ond the dreoms ond hopes of VV 

eoch become the reality ond goals of oil. 

The two hod found Vision. 


In Oz. the three worked very hard. 
They secured o home in Corono. ond on 
October 2. 1989 officially become o Californio 
corporation named KC. FIBER AMERICA. For the three, 
celebration would have to wait another day. The plant 
hod ro be set up ro run the finest products 
in the world Vision was clear that 
KC. FIDER AMERICA would hove to 
moke o mark in this world on its 
own talents. Perfection in product 
required more than just store-or-the-art 
technology. 


o the three sought 
the advice ot an aerospace engineer. 


If this man could pur a man-made lab into space, he could design 
a windsurf mast with tight bend control, perfect rotational capabilities, 
sleek in nature, light and durable. This most would be just one step beyond .. 

The three were also wise enough to know that even the most perfect design 
required men of knowledge and expertise ro manufacture. So they soughr 
after, and hired, the men and women of the other company. Today the ream 
ot KC. FIDER AMERICA, together, represent more than two hundred years of 
expertise in design, manufacturing and marketing of windsurfing masts. C 

We. at KC. FIDER AMERICA, ore proud to offer you the finest windsurfing masts 
available on the morker today, we dedicate ourselves ro staying just one sreo 
ahead of the competition in design, quality, durability, ond manufacturing perfection. We 
hope you enjoy your KC. FIDER AMERICA most as much as we enjoyed moking ir for you! 
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P.V We mil haven't found time to see the Wizctd. Moybo cncther dey! 
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boom While extending this arm, try to 
bend your upper body back. 

At 180 to 270 degrees, downwind to 
broad reach. Do not pull the sail back 
immediately—wait until you’ve passed 
the downwind position, but don’t forget to 
keep on carving (weight to the inside). 
Now pull (throw) the sail back as hard as 
you can and be ready to receive the boom 
all the way in front, then complete the turn. 
Switch your feet and keep on sailing. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

Here are two common mistakes to look 
out for. 


At 135 to 180 degrees to the wind, 
many people continue to stand straight 
up instead of bending their upper bodies 
back. This increases the chance of the 
mast hitting the water. Also, keep your 
upper body weight back at this moment to 
counter the rig weight and to be able to 
pull (throw) the rig back up again—so you 
can grab the boom at the right place. 

At 180 to 270 degrees to the wind, a 
common mistake is to try to grab hold of 
the other side of the boom the moment the 
back hand is released. When you do this, 
you don’t keep your weight to the inside of 
the boom, carving a smooth arc, and you 


end up downwind, losing all your speed. 

Having taught beginning sailors 
through advanced, from ages nine to 68, 
I can tell you that anyone with a little 
determination can do a duck jibe. Just 
remember to tell yourself each time you 
try it, “This is it." 

As we say here in Aruba, "Pabien!" Let 
me be the first to congratulate you! ■ 


Roger Jurriens is an amateur sailor who 
competes on a professional level. He 
owns and operates Roger's Windsurf 
Place on Aruba and is sponsored by Pro- 
Tech Sailboards and Esso. 



Race Driven Designer 
Trevor Baylis, US-331 Ranked it I in 
course racing by the USBA. Known 
by fellow racers for tweaking his 
equipment. Slays on the leading edge 
of sail design by testing against the 
worlds best sailors. 


Low-Drag Section Shape 
A flatter leading edge, and shallower 
I cross-section shape reduce drag and 
make the sails feel light and clean. 


Automatic Power Control 
The secret of blistering speed is 
keeping the power where you can 
control it. Waddell Sails are designed 
so the center of effort moves down 
automatically as you power up. 


EAST. Twist Pattern 
Our Fully Activated Sail Twist keeps 
the top of the sail correctly aligned to 
the wind so the whole sail works 
efficiently. 


Easy Rotating Inducer 
The Waddell Inducer is easy to rig. 
easy on your mast, and gybes 
smoothly and positively every lime. 


A Low-Stretch Window 
That’s Durable Too 
Impact and scratch-resistant dear 
vinyl , supported with load straps to 
keep the foil shape stable. 


Built to Last 

We use GTS TriSurf, the toughest 
low-stretch material we’ve tested. 
Every seam is glued, then sewn. And 
all high load areas are reinforced. 


IMF ANATOMY Of HIGH PERFORMANCE 


The best sails aren’t just faster, or 
more durable. 

They’re balanced. Easy to control. 
Responsive. 

You’ll feel more relaxed on a 
Waddell sail, and gain confidence to 
go faster, turn harder, and jump higher. 

The difference is in our design. In 
developing the F.A.S.T. twist pattern, 
Trevor Baylis concentrated on how 


sail shape changes as you power up. telephone: (408) 425-7377, 
So you can focus on your sailing and fax: (408) 425-7381. 
not on your sail. m * nnri i 

Visit a Waddell highwind test center WADUcLL 

in Aruba, the Gorge, or San Francisco. 

And find out how good you really are. 

For a free brochure on our Race, 

Surf Slalom and Shock Wave sails, 
contact us at Waddell Sails, Inc., 

429 Ingalls St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060, 
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TWin slender outriggers (pontoons) 
provide unequaled lateral stability under a 
wide variety of wind and water conditions. 
Note their solid-core lightweight closed¬ 
cell form interior. 


Kevlar * reinforcing in the 
high impact areas. 







Long, sleek center hull with sharp bow to 
penetrate chop and hard-edged transom 
for clean, positive water release. 







































EASY TO TRANSPORT 


YAMAHA 

New Sports 

We make the difference" 
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Lightweight E-grade glass and closed-cell 
foam composite sandwich construction 
with most advanced Pre-preg production 
system. 

: ' v ‘ 

_ 


SOUTHEAST 

SOUTHWEST 

GREAT LAKES 
HAWAII 
WEST COAST 


(617) 661-7702 

— Kitty Hawk Sports 
(919) 441-4124 

— Wind & Wave Watersports 
(512) 937-9283 
Canoesport 

(713) 660-7000 

— Sailboard Alley 
(419) 698-8437 

— Pure Sports Distributing 
(808) 676-2230 

— Innovative Concepts 
(213) 831-3177 


High-aspect-ratio retractable centerboard 
combines spectacular up-wind pointing 
ability with swift, stable off-wind and 
down-wind performance. 




JOIN THE FUN! 

Your invitation to a new kind of 
outdoor adventure. It’s cruising, ex¬ 
ploration and relaxing with nature. 
It’s backpacking without a pack. 

We call it “boardpacking”. It’s 
WATERSPYDER—the ultimate 
escape vehicle from Yamaha. 

WATERSPYDER is designed by 
Jim Drake for the adventure-minded 
cruising sailor. This innovative design 
opens the door to a new and reward¬ 
ing dimension in our exciting sport. 

Sail from island to island or beach 
to beach. Roam the lakes, rivers, 
bays and seacoasts with all your gear 
neatly stored inside. Explore with 
your friends. Discover what’s around 
the next point. Follow the sun, the 
birds and the dolphins to a new 
enjoyment of the ocean life style. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Overall length 

14'0* 

Overall width 

4'6" 

Main hull width 

24.8* 

Overall height 

11.4* 

Main hull weight 

35 lbs. 

Weight overall (approx) 

49 lbs. 

Material & Pre-preg E-glass 

Production sandwich construction 


••Patent pending. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 


For further information write us or call at 
YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION U.S.A., 
WATERSPYDER Group. 6461 Global Drive, 
Cypress. CA 90630. We’d love to hear from you! 
Tel. 714-761-7517. 

DEALER LOCATIONS: 

For further information or demo-rides please 
contact the following local dealers: 

NEW ENGLAND - CanAm Sailcraft 






























_ SPEED TIP _ 

Hanging: The Stance For Light Air-Speed 

By Andy Brandt 


H ave you ever found yourself out on 
the water, constantly being passed 
by other sailors your size or 
smaller—using the same equipment you 
are? I’ll never forget the day eight years 
ago when a pair of French kids passed me 
all day long as I was out sailing my classic 
Windsurfer. The only difference between 
us was that they used an unusual sailing 
stance—the “hang" stance—that helped 
them plane early. Since then I’ve spent 
much of my time working on that stance, 
and I can tell you it works. 

I’m the kind of sailor who needs every 
advantage he can get: I weigh 175 
pounds and I usually race against lighter 
sailors in light to moderate winds. So the 
only way for me to win is to use good 
technique—and this stance is part of it. 
The hang stance is a key ingredient in 
getting your board to plane early. 

It’s not too hard to get the hang of it, 
either. 

Your hands. Let's start with the hand 
positioning, which is very important for 
sail trim. First, you need to find the bal¬ 
ance point on the boom. Set your sail up 
on the beach so that it gets clear wind. 
Make sure to keep the mast vertical. Now 
try to sheet in with only one hand while 
keeping the sail in its normal sailing posi¬ 
tion. There's a spot on the boom that you 
can hold onto and do this—that’s the 
balance point. Keep in mind that the 
balance point will move forward in lighter 
wind and back when the wind picks up. 

Now hold the boom with both hands, 
one on each side of the balance point. 
Always try to sail with your hands as close 
together as possible—never farther apart 
than shoulder width. Keeping your hands 
close together allows you to remain more 



Andy Brandt recommends positioning your hips to face the direction you're going, and having 
the weight on your back foot pushing down on the leeward rail. 



I f you’ve ever been to a race held in light 
winds, you may have noticed that the top 
sailors were sailing in a stance that only a 
deranged contortionist could dream of. This 
“hang" stance is not merely a ploy used by 
some sailors to “psych out" their fellow com¬ 
petitors, but is used to actually increase their 
performance. 

How could such an awkward body posi¬ 
tion improve a sailor’s performance? Simple. 
By hanging your weight on the booms, you'll 
increaseyour board speed and your pointing 
ability. 

It sounds like magic, but it's not, and 
here's why. Hanging on the booms essen¬ 
tially transfers most of your body weight from 


your feet to the universal joint located farther 
forward on the board. This causes the board to 
ride through the water in a horizontal (level) 
position. On the other hand, if you were simply 
standing up straight and holding the sail (not 
hanging on it), the board would have to support 
your weight farther aft, and consequently, the 
tail would sink more. 

What all this boils down to is proper board 
trim. If the board is riding through the water at 
low speeds and at a high angle, it will have to 
push more water than if it were horizontal, and 
will create more drag. Since we all know the key 
to speed is to reduce drag, the "hang” stance, 
which levels the board, will make you go faster. 

Additionally, by hanging and taking your 


weight off your feet and placing it smack in 
the middle of the board on the universal, you 
can make the board roll easier. In other 
words, the board will be able to get up on its 
rail with the slightest amount of pressure 
applied to the leeward side. Getting up on the 
rail will improve your performance in two 
ways. 

First, it will minimize slapping chop, and 
help the board go through the water 
smoother and faster. Second, the rail will 
"bite" more, and the daggerboard will pro? 
vide more lift, helping you point higher. 

So, if you want to go faster and point 
higher at your next light-wind race, you may 
want to consider using the "hang” stance. ■ 
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your feet to the universal joint located farther 
forward on the board. This causes the board to 
ride through the water in a horizontal (level) 
position. On the other hand, if you were simply 
standing up straight and holding the sail (not 
hanging on it), the board would have to support 
your weight farther aft. and consequently, the 
tail would sink more. 

What all this boils down to is proper board 
trim If the board is riding through the water at 
low speeds and at a high angle, it will have to 
nush more water than if it were horizontal, and 
Sill create more drag. Since we all know the key 
soeed is to reduce drag, the "hang" stance, 
hich levels the board, will make you go faster. 
Additionally, by hanging and taking your 


weight off your feet and placing it smack in 
the middle of the board on the universal, you 
can make the board roll easier. In other 
words, the board will be able to get up on its 
rail with the slightest amount of pressure 
applied to the leeward side. Getting up on the 
rail will improve your performance in two 
ways. 

First, it will minimize slapping chop, and 
help the board go through the water 
smoother and faster. Second, the rail will 
"bite" more, and the daggerboard will pror 
vide more lift, helping you point higher. 

So, if you want to go faster and point 
higher at your next light-wind race, you may 
want to consider using the "hang" stance. ■ 
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ISUZU PRESENTS 
WIND SURF VIDEO MAG 


ACTON 


INTENSIFY 

YOUR 

WIND SURF 
EXPERIENCE 


Isuzu'EooperRS 


Let the images of 
WINDSURF 
MAGAZINE come to 
life with a charter 
subscription to the all- 
new WIND SURF 
VIDEO MAGAZINE! 
WIND SURF VIDEO 
MAGAZINE is 
produced by 
GORGE VIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS and is 
a dynamic and colorful 
new quarterly video 
magazine that will 
actually intensify your 
sailing experience with 
blazing action, explosive 
aerial maneuvers, exciting 
wave-riding and world 
record speed runs. Enjoy 
travel, technical 
symposium, information, 
equipment testing and 
interviews, plus tips and 
how-to’s from the world’s 
best. Get all the adventure 
and special features of 
WIND SURF MAGAZINE, like 
Ask Robby, EQ product 
reviews, Windsearches to 
exotic destinations and 
current quarterly news and 
information in Headers 
and Tack & Jibes. 
WIND SURF VIDEO MAGAZINE weaves it all 
together in such fine style that every sailor will want to 
subscribe! Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe now and get the premiere 

edition, due for release December, 1989. 
Single copies of WIND SURF VIDEO MAGAZINE will be available in December for 
$29.95 (plus $3.00 postage and handling). Annual charter subscriptions (4-video 
installments delivered free to your door) on sale now for $79.95 (regularly $129.80). Also 

available at fine boardsailing shops everywhere. Call toll 
free to order at 800-547-9755, Ext 4. Have your American 
Express, MasterCard or Visa numbers ready. 


AVAILABLE FROM GORGE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 


WIND SURF VIDEO MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION 79.95 

WIND SURF VIDEO MAGAZINE SINGLE COPY (W' 90) 29.95 

RAW POWER 39.95 

SHORT BOARD SAILING TECHNIQUE 1 29.95 

SHORT BOARD SAILING TECHNIQUE 2 29.95 

HARD WINDS A'BLOWIN 29.95 


Or send check or money order to: 

GORGE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 

P.O. Box 335 

Hood River, OR 97031 

For ad rates & info call 

(503)386-4858 


Foreign orders add $30.00 per annual subscription. Remit international bank draft or 
money order (US funds only). 


















FIBERSPAR' 

WORLD LEADER IN 
CARBON FIBER MASTS, BOOMS & BASES 

2380 Cranberry Hwy. • W. Wareham, MA 02576 • (508) 291-2770 


305-664-8056 


Fastest Lightest 
Race Sails Available 


1 st & 2nd Pro 
course racing 
1 st Pro long distance 
1 st Overall pro men 
1 st Overall amateur 
1 st Overall masters 
1 st & 2nd Speed trials 

Florida Funboard 

1 st Overall men 

v 1 llh Annual Atlantic Cup 

1 st Overall pro men 

Custom Sails at Production 


U.S. Boardsailing Champion Nevin Sayre 
had a secret... 

"For five years I’ve been using 
FibersparTM carbon masts to gain an 
extra edge. They’re light and strong, with 
proven performance under rigorous 
conditions. Their small diameter and 
quick recovery after pumping make them 
faster and easier to sail. Unfortunately 
my competition has also discovered 
Fiberspar™." 

"The bed sailors are using Fiberspar™ 

masts for the same reasons you should too!" 


If you’re thrown off balance while jibing, 
your waterstarts are slow, or uphauling 
tires you out, Fiberspar™ masts make 
all the difference. They’re so incredibly 
light that you’ll have more fun and 
sailing time than ever before. 



Roll your shoulders, keep your arms straight, 
and hang all your weight on the booms. 

Also, note that Brandt's rear end is hanging 
out. because the wind is strong If it were to 
lighten up, he would bend at the knees more 
and move his rear more directly under his 
hands. 

aware of wind shifts. Also, when the wind 
picks up, moving your hands back on the 
boom while holding them the same dis¬ 
tance apart will keep you from getting 
slammed. 

Your upper body. You must extend 
your upper body to its maximum reach to 
improve your early planing. Rolling your 
shoulders, keeping your arms straight, 
and hanging with all your weight on the 
boom allows you to get away from the sail. 
Sailing like this has other advantages— 
you'll be able to scratch your knees with¬ 
out bending over, for instance! All kid¬ 
ding aside, it will increase your speed in 
all wind conditions. 

Your hips. The lower half of your body 
gets to do the twist. Extend your rear end 
out past your shoulders to the windward 
side. Be sure your hips are facing the 
direction you’re going—this will enable 
you to swing your rear end in (underneath 
your hands) when the wind is light, and 
out (over the water) when the wind picks 
up. You can make these movements 
without moving your hands and feet. 

Your feet. Your rear foot should push 
down on the leeward side of the board, 
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High Pressure-^r^-" 
Vacuum Bagged-EpoxySkins 
Are OnePleceConstruction 

^lo^Seams to Split 


Polyurethane Core Adds Structi 
Integrity and Resists Water 

Absorption_-— 


The "Original" Molded Honeycomb Sandwich Deck 
For Ultimate Impact Resistance and Board Rigidity 
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Corpus Christl, Texas 78413 (512) 852-9522 


to BLAST... built to LAST. 


Through to Deck Fin Box System 
Attaches Deck to Bottom for 
Increased Strength 


Egatin Epoxy Finish Enhances Laminar 
F0w and Prevents Chipping or Scratching 
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WHEN WE NEED 
PERFORMANCE... 



...WE OKESPOR: "THE WORLD’S FINEST BOARDSAILING SHOES” 

NEVIN SAYRE: U.S. National Champion 88-89 


SKJNDRY 

New sole design with side 
supports, 10" high. 4 mm 
neoprene. Glued and taped 
seams. Superboard feel 


SUPEROKEFUN 
Easy entry, an affordable 
combination of warmth, comfort 
and durability. 


OKEDRY 

11” high, glued and stitched 
seams, 4 mm neoprene. Durable 
sole. The best cold weather 
boot ever made. 
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OKESPORj 


OKESPOR U.S.A.-PO. Box 810-Sag Harbor-NY 11963 - ® (516) 725-9545 


































DOUG DUKANE 



For maximum efficiency and sensitivity to the 
wind, always try to sail with your hands as 
close together as possible. 


angled 10 to 30 degrees. Because you’ll 
be twisting your hips, your front foot 
should not have any weight on it—so you 
may place it on the windward side. Be 
sure both feet are in front of the dagger- 
board well. 

Sailing with your leeward rail down lets 
your board slice through the water, rather 
than slap through it. 

Your board and rig. To set up for light 
and moderate winds, a large fin (13 to 15 
inches) is a must. Rig your booms high so 
that when you hang, your behind won't 
drag in the water. If your board has a mast 
track, it should be in the forward position. 
The daggerboard should be all the way 
down in the water and should fit snugly in 
the daggerboard well. 

The next time you go out sailing in sub¬ 
planing conditions, give the “hang" 
stance a try. I'll bet that your longboard 
speed improves and that you'll be able to 
pass that skinny guy who’s been passing 
you. ■ 


A former One-Design champion, Andy 
Brandt specializes in light-air racing, as 
evidenced by his second-place finish in 
the Buzzard's Bay Crossing in 1989. He 
is sponsored by Aerotech Sails, Skinz, 
and Sandy Point Sailboards. 
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ROBICHAUD BATTEN SYSTEMS U.S.A. 



THE ADVANTAGE 


UPGRADE 


YOUR RIGS 


Proven under 
extreme conditions 

Lose weight!! 

Up to 21bs on larger 
sails. 

Choice of the finest 
sail lofts in the 
world. 


High strength to 
weight ratio. 

Keeps your draft in 
proper position. 

Competitively 

priced. 

Used by many top 
pros. 


Look for this display at your nearest retail outlet 
or contact: RBS/A Division of Gordon Plastic. Inc. 


2872 SOUTH SANTA FE AVENUE • SAN MARCOS. CALIFORNIA •(619,) 727-2008 • FAX (619) 727-2064 
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“All wetsuits 
keep you w®rm.” 


Sure, if you're sitting on your car in the sun. On the water it's a different story. 

Gul suits have long been the standard by which all others are measured. 

The quality of a Gul wetsuit is superb. The stitching is tight and strong; the 
details are clean and functional. And with a dozen styles to choose 
from, they keep you protected no matter what the temperature. 

Gul suits are built to last. Even after a full season of climbing 
in and out of the water, falling off your board, and climbing 
back on. 

And they look great, too. 

distributed by 
Murrays Marine 

PO Box 490 • Carpenteria, CA 93013 
(805)684-8393 
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Step Up to True 
Mastery 

by Cort Lamed 
Photos by Darrell Jones 


You say 
you’re fast? So 
what? Speed is fun, 
but the ultimate sen¬ 
sation in flat-water sail¬ 
ing is slicing a clean, 
powerful jibe, throwing 
up a wall of spray that would make a wa¬ 
ter skier wish he had a sail rather than a 
boat. You may be the fastest, but the best 
sailor on the water is the guy cutting the 
fastest, smoothest jibes. Undoubtedly, 
that jibe is the step jibe—what I call the 
ultimate jibe. 

A bold statement, sure, but the two 
other main jibes don’t have the effective¬ 
ness or the grace of the step. The beauty 
of the step jibe is that it can have very little 
or no negative impact on the board’s atti¬ 
tude and speed throughout the jibe. Ide¬ 
ally, you should come out of the jibe as 
fast as you went in. The top sailors go 
through their jibes without stalling, even 
though they perform tight jibes. 

You can break down any jibe into three 
phases when trying to learn it: the set-up, 
the carve, and the transition. 

In Boardsailing Guide to Jibing, the top 
sailors in the world are asked what is the 
most important phase of the jibe, and, not 
surprisingly, several of the top sailors say 
the set-up. 

THE SET-UP 

I frequently see people who look as 
though they just want to get the jibe over 
with and really have no intention of doing 
it well. Consequently, they hurry through 
the preparation and don't give themselves 
a good foundation on which to build the 
rest of the jibe. It’s like building a house: 
If your jibing foundation is shaky, then 
your jibe will be shaky. Here’s what con¬ 
stitutes a good set-up: 


1. Proper Board Speed 

Too Little Board Speed: The most 
common problem is that people start 
their jibes with too little boat speed to 
plane completely through the entire 
jibe. If the winds are really moderate, 
you may have to pump the sail a little 
to get more speed up before you start 


the turn. You must be planing to do a step 
jibe. 

Too Much Board Speed: Going into 
the turn with too much board speed can 
be equally harmful. In overpowered 
conditions, many people try just to bear 
off and do their normal jibe. They usually 
end up bouncing off one swell, rocketing 
up into the air, and exploding. Like many 
other pros, I will footsteer the board upwind 
so that I actually lose speed before the 
jibe. This allows me to cut speed enough 
to achieve better control. 

2. Unhook Early 

I'm as lazy as the next windsurfer, and 
like Linus with his blanket, I hate to part 
from the comfort of my harness and put all 
the pressure on my arms any sooner than 
I have to. I’ve worked with several excel¬ 
lent sailors who didn’t unhook till they 
were well into their carve, but I feel you 
should unhook and relax as soon as you 
think about jibing. 

If you wait until the last moment, you 
won't be at your maximum speed as you 
enter your turn, which will make it harder 
to plane through the turn. It also disturbs 
the proper forces on the sail because you 
have to pull the sail into your body to 
unhook. Some people even wait until 
they’re carving their turn and then un¬ 
hook. This is much too late; unhook and 
then look for where you want to jibe. 

3. Foot Positioning 

After you’ve unhooked from the har¬ 
ness, you have to get your body in posi¬ 
tion for jibing. You should be planing on 
a beam reach with both feet in the straps. 
Eye the spot where you want to do your 
turn, then slide your rear foot out of the 
strap and place it just in front of the rear 
strap on the centerline of the board. This 
will allow you to slide your rear foot onto 
the leeward side of the board to initiate the 
carve. 

4. Plan Your Path 

You're now correctly positioned to ini¬ 
tiate your turn, but when do you go? 
Where do you go? If you’re racing, then 
the mark will dictate your path. But if 
you’re just out freesailing, you’ll want to 
pick the path of least resistance. You 
don't want to launch yourself off a wave, 
but rather carve on its face so it helps you 
through the turn. If the water is smooth, 
then you'll be able to do a more drawn-out 
turn; if it’s choppy you’ll have to head up 
prior to the turn so you can slow down and 
perform a tighter turn. 
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Perhaps Robby Naish has done more jibes than anyone else in the world. One loo 
at his face tells you how to concentrate on your jibes. 

Top Inset: Author Cort Larned stongly stresses keeping the knees bent and body 
weight forward and toward the turn. 

Bottom Inset: Pat LeMehaute, IV/m/R/tferTechnical Editor, has an extreme over- 
sheeting style that allows him to jibe with control. 











5. Lock The Front Foot 

You need to have good, secure control 
over the board, and the best way to achieve 
that is by locking the front foot into the 
strap. I turn my heel in toward the center 
of the board to tighten the footstrap’s grip 
on my foot. This gives me a stable plat¬ 
form on which to begin my jibe. 

6. Smooth And Steady 

You’re now set up and positioned 
correctly to initiate the turn. Keep the 
board smooth and steady in the water, 
headed on a beam reach and not bounc¬ 


ing around; find your path and go for it. 

7. Believe In Yourself 

You know what you have to do from 
reading this and other articles, but you 
must also have the conviction that you 
can pull the jibe off Focus on the water 
and jibe . 

THE CARVE 

1. Smooth Rear Foot Pressure 

You start carving by sliding your rear 
foot over to the leeward rail in between the 
front and rear footstraps. The closer to the 


tail your rear foot is, the tighter the radius 
of the turn will be, the farther forward your 
foot is, the more drawn-out it'll be. 

You will want to gradually increase the 
rear foot pressure, not unlike pushing in 
the clutch of a car. Don’t jump wildly on 
the rail with all kinds of pressure all at 
once; just apply smooth, even pressure 
with the back foot. 

You still need sufficient pressure to 
get the board all the way through the 
turn, but not so much that you bury your 
foot into the water and lose all your 
speed. 



THREE CORRECT BUT DIFFERENT STEP JIBES SHOWN BY CORT LARNED, ROBBY NAISH, AND PAT LEMEHAUTE. 

In photo one, all three sailors begin their jibes in the same manner. Each unhooks and places his back foot on the leeward rail, some¬ 
where between the front and back straps. (Note: All photos of Robby Naish are shown reversed.) 

In photos two and three, the sailors are eyeing the spot where they want to turn, and each reaches his back hand down the boom to sheet 
in the sail. Notice how all three sailors are leaning forward and into the turn, keeping their knees bent. Naish, doing something of a 
“hero" jibe, is putting the board more on its rail, and raking the sail back farther than the other two. 
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2. Bend Your Knees 

As you apply pressure with the rear 
foot, you’ll want to bend both knees for¬ 
ward in the direction of the turn, and keep 
them in that position, with pressure on 
both legs. It’s important not to let your 
knees lock by fully extending your legs, 
because this will cause you to lose con¬ 
trol. Keep your weight as far forward as 
possible and lean forward. 

3. Front Leg-Back Leg Relationship 

The front leg acts as a shock absorber 
and keeps the board from bouncing up 


and down. The back leg does the majority 
of the turning. The legs work together to 
control the board from porpoising its way 
through the jibe. 

Once the board starts to porpoise, it 
forces you to lean back in the turn, 
thereby losing boat speed and stalling 
the board. 

It’s up to you to apply pressure to the 
board correctly, either by lifting the board 
when you’re going over the crest of a swell 
and it wants to fall away, or by pressing 
down when it comes up as you go into a 
piece of chop. 


4. Oversheet Your Sail 

Why oversheet the sail? Oversheeting 
is a quick way to cut the power from the 
sail, allowing you to lean forward. If you 
don’t oversheet, there will be too much 
power in the sail, which forces you to lean 
back and slow down. 

Most people lean back when they jibe 
because they don’t oversheet the sail. By 
the same token, they don’t oversheet the 
sail because they don’t slide their hands 
back on the boom to increase their lever¬ 
age on the sail when oversheeting. At the 
same time you carve the board, you need 




The part of the turn shown in photo four is where many sailors begin to lose their form. They often sheet out and stand upright at this 
point, thereby losing speed. Notice how our three pros still keep their knees bent, their front arms straight, their back arms sheeted in, 
and their eyes on the water. 

In photos five and six, the sailors are holding their sheet, but here, their style differences definitely begin to show. Naish (center photo) 
has his sail really raked back as well as oversheeted. LeMehaute (bottom photo) keeps his front arm more extended, and the sail more 
upright, but is equally oversheeted, which effectively shuts the power out of the sail. Larned (top photo) is not sheeting in as hard and is 
standing more upright, but he is still oversheeted and is keeping his weight forward. 
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to slide your rear hand back 10 inches or 
more from your normal sailing position. 
This will make it easier for you to control 
the rig and shut the power off. 

5. Sail Positioning 

Extend the sail forward and to leeward 
by leaning the rig toward the nose of the 
board and oversheeting the sail; at the 
very least, don’t sheet out. Concentrate 
on keeping your front arm straight and 
your back arm bent. Hold this position 
until you are past dead downwind and the 
clew is pointing upwind. The sail will stall 


and, in effect, be luffing clew-first. 

TRANSITION 

1. Releasing The Sail 

There will be little or no pressure on the 
sail now as you continue through the arc 
of the turn. Release your back hand just 
before you start to feel pressure on the sail 
from backwinding. You need only get 
backwinded once and you’ll have a good 
idea when to release the sail. 

2. Quick, Powerful Hand Action 

I was working in Aruba recently with a 


top Canadian woman amateur who was 
having problems on her port-to-starboard 
jibes. She jibes extremely well, but on her 
problem side she was hesitating with her 
hand work. After she quickened her hand 
movements on that side, her jibes were 
perfect. 

As you release the back hand, go 
immediately to the mast, and as you re¬ 
lease the boom with the front hand, pull 
the rig forward toward the nose of the 
board. Don’t bring the rig with you toward 
the back of the board, as this makes the 
board round up and will decrease board 



In photo seven, things really begin to change. Pat LeMehaute is probably in the most desirable position, still leaning forward. Robby 
Naish has straightened up to bring his sail forward (this points out a glitch in the “lay-the-sail-down jibe” popularized by Anders 
Bringdal). All three keep their feet in the original position, and are holding their sails almost to the point of backwinding from the clew. 


In photos eight and nine, each sailor pulls his front foot out of the straps, then simultaneously begins to step forward with his back foot, 
and to bring the clew of the sail up toward the nose by sheeting out as he steps. Notice how far forward each places his front foot. This 
keeps the nose down and keeps the board planing better. Larned has already let go with his sheet hand in photo nine, and both 
LeMehaute and Naish will do so in the next instant (not shown). 
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speed. 

Your new back hand should catch the 
boom as the sail rotates, and then the 
front hand should slide from the mast to 
the boom before the sail is fully sheeted. 
Practice these hand movements and 
oversheeting on the beach with a small 
sail. 

3. Hand And Foot Relationship 

Herein lies the beauty of the step jibe. 
The rig has to be transferred from one side 
of the board to the other and you have to 
switch your feet eventually—so why not 


do both in one motion? Imagine there’s a 
rope attached from the boom to your back 
leg thigh, and as you release the sail to 
jibe it, the boom pulls your leg forward to 
just behind the mast step. 

When I scrutinize my own jibes, I find 
I'm pulling my front foot out of the strap 
as I move my back foot forward. This 
motion of moving forward and into the 
center of the board pushes down on the 
nose and keeps the tail from sinking. As 
an added bonus, it also moves my weight 
off the inside rail, which keeps me from 
rounding up. 


4. Work Your Way Back 

Once you complete the transition, you 
should be in the center of the board with 
the front foot eight to 12 inches behind the 
mast strap, and the rear foot on the cen¬ 
terline just behind the front straps. All you 
have to do now is get back into the straps 
without rocking the board too much, and 
you’ll have completed a pro step jibe. ■ 


Pro sailor Cort Lamed is sponsored by 
Body Glove, Vuarnet, Hi-Tech, Fin Works, 
Isuzu, Gaastra, Fleetwood, KC Fiber 
America, and WindRider Magazine. 



Photos 10 and 11: Quick hand action is important here. Each sailor has already switched his feet, so now it’s time to tlip t 
how each sailor immediately grabs the mast with what was formerly his sheet hand so that he can throw the rig forward to 
position. 


As Cort Larned shows in photo 12, you should catch the boom with your new back hand first, then release the mast with yo 
hand. As you get faster, you can throw the rig forward harder, and catch the booms with both hands at virtually the same tfl 
sailors haven’t moved back into the straps yet, but all three are ready to give a quick pump, slide into the straps, and sail ™ 
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I first arrived at Corpus 
Christi in late April of 
1988. at 3 in the morn¬ 
ing. It was dark, hot, and 
muggy. For the past 100 
miles there had been noth¬ 
ing to see except a few 
lonesome gas stations 
along the empty Texas 
plains. Finally I saw the 
lights of what looked like a 
city skyline. As the lights 
grew nearer, I realized it 
was an oil refinery, then I 
passed two more. I was 
horrified: I started to worry 
that Corpus Christi would 
be like an industrial sec¬ 
tion in New Jersey—“The 
Garden State"—where 
they grow smokestacks! 

Upwind of the refiner¬ 
ies I found the Corpus 
skyline. I saw signs for 
“South Padre Island 
Drive," followed them, and by Q uy 

10 miles later was in a 7 7 

Motel 6 sleeping off the delirium of 900 
miles of non-stop driving. 

I woke some hours later to the sound of 
wind buffeting the building. This was the 
beginning of a new life, life in an ever¬ 
present wind. I sailed every day for the 
next two months with either a 5.0 or 5.7. 
People said I looked younger. Sailing in 
Corpus stops time. 

If you are from a high-population re¬ 
gion, Corpus will be a refreshing change. 
There are no traffic jams, housing is in¬ 
credibly inexpensive, and the people are 
unusually friendly. In fact, once you’re 
here for a few days, you get the feeling 
that you've actually gone back in time. 
Everybody greets you with a handshake; 
the cars are bigger, older, and rustier. The 
sky is always such an incredible blue- 
like it was elsewhere before we pumped it 
full of carbon monoxide and hydrocar¬ 
bons. As for those refineries, you don’t 
see them from town—they’re hidden from 
view by the skyline and the wind only 
blows that direction five to 10 days a year. 

Now I'm a Corpus veteran. I’ve seen 
the four seasons. I’ve seen the number of 


boardsailing visitors multi¬ 
ply, and there are still 
scores of sites where no 
one sails yet. The city is 
growing and changing, but 
the wind still blows, the 
rents are low, and the sky's 
still incredibly blue The 
following is a guide to 
Corpus Christi, middle 
America’s wind heaven. 

ODE TO CHARLIE 

It's all Charlie’s fault. For 
years the boardsailors of 
Corpus Christi had their 
little piece of heaven to 
themselves. Yes, there 
were a few boardshops, 
fleet races, and area pio¬ 
neers, but not until Dr 
Charles Allen got the 
boardsailing bug did Cor¬ 
pus Christi have a voice 
that spoke beyond its 
LeRoux shores. Charles, 45, den¬ 
tist, family man, pasiyacht 
club commodore turned all-around board- 
head, was the catalyst. He galvanized 
local boardsailors, businessmen, and 
elected officials, and through him Corpus 
became an internationally recognized 
world-class boardsailing destination. 

Charlie started the U.S. Open. Before 
the inaugural event in 1988, Corpus Christi 
had hosted just a handful of higher-than- 
regional-level events. The 1985 Stroh’s 
event, held in the calmer winds on the Gulf 
side of Padre Island, was a washout. The 
word got out about the five days of wind¬ 
waiting and this delayed the development 
of Corpus Christi as a windy destination. 

Then came the 1988 U.S. Open. The 
wind never went be¬ 
low 18 knots, and 
thousands of spec¬ 
tators came to watch. 

The entire commu¬ 
nity got behind the 
event and by week’s 
end, Corpus Christi 
had earned a place 
in the memory and 
hearts of the nation’s 


Center Mark Basset eyes the Corpus skyline through a flying window ^ 
while sailing at Oleander Point. Bottom Left: Blue skies and warm s 
winds buffet the buildings of downtown Corpus Christi. Bottom Right: t 
The Winduro start of the U.S. Open, at Oleander Park, is favored by £ 
both spectators and racers. jjj| 
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Corpus Christi is the 
windiest city in the 
U.S. with both warm 
air and water. 


best boardsailors. 

In 1989, the wind blew even harder at 
the U.S. Open, and the snowball of wind¬ 
seeking visitors began its inexorable roll. 
Conservative estimates of the increase in 
boardsailor tourism during 1989 were set 
at 35 percent. Just about everyone who 
came in 1989 fell in love with the place, 
went home and told their friends. Now we 
can only wonder how popular Corpus 
Christi will become. Will we have to "look 
before we jibe?" Probably not—there are 
so many places here to launch and sail. 
But if, someday, it gets too crowded, we'll 
know who’s to blame. 

WIND, ETCETERA 

Corpus Christi is the windiest city in the 
U.S. with both warm air and water. The 
winds blow on a daily basis, from noon till 
after midnight. There are one or two wind¬ 
ier cities and a few more windier loca¬ 
tions, but none offer this rare combination 
of dependable wind, nearly year-round 
warmth, and most important, extremely 
safe sailing conditions. 

From spring through fall the region 
receives subtropical trade winds rein¬ 
forced by a strong thermal and a season¬ 
ally stationary low pressure system. Put 
these elements together and you've got 
one Texas-sized wind engine. 

The wind is so regular it affects every 
aspect of life. People you wouldn't expect 
to be aware of the wind are programmed 
to function under its ever-present force. 
Little old ladies, when loading shopping 
bags into their cars, never open two doors 
at once, because if they do and anything 
is loose inside, it’ll be gone with the wind. 

During the late fall, winter, and early 
spring, Corpus Christi becomes a cross¬ 
roads for the forces of transcontinental 
weather systems. As huge Siberian cold 
fronts roll in from the Pacific Northwest, 
warm southeasterlies off the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico suck up towards the oncoming front. 
When the cold front arrives, the change is 
a remarkable experience. The wind 
switches 180 degrees in a snap, and the 
air temperature can fall 40 degrees within 
an hour. Meanwhile, every piece of refuse 
that had been pinned for weeks by the 
south wind against fences, walls, and 
windblocks suddenly becomes airborne. 
How are you supposed to work or sleep 
when the wind blows like that? 

LAUNCHING SPOTS 

There are three distinctly different 


boardsailing experiences to be had in 
and around Corpus Christi, each with a 
character of its own. 

The city is at the west end of eight-by- 
20-mile-wide Corpus Christi Bay. Most of 
the population, services, and boardsail¬ 
ing locations are on the southwest and 
south side Protecting the bay from the 
Gulf of Mexico is Padre and Mustang 
Island—actually one island with a few 
hurricane-caused cuts currently silted up. 
North and south of Corpus Christi Bay and 
inside the barrier islands is the Laguna 
Madre, a pristine paradise that as re¬ 
cently as 1960 was acclaimed as the most 
active fish breeding ground in the world. 

Most of the boardsailing takes place 
either on the bay or on the Laguna Madre. 
Barring a cold front or wave session, you'll 
probably want to sail somewhere on these 
two bodies of water. Wave sailing in the 
Gulf is mostly a winter affair. 

There are over 20 distinct launching 
sites in and around Corpus. Here is a 
spot-by-spot guide, starting with four 
popular spots on the bay. 

Corpus Christi Beach; Alias "North 
Beach," Corpus Christi Beach is located 
one mile north of the downtown skyline, 
just over the Harbor Bridge (you can’t 
miss it!). This is where the Mistral Worlds 
was held last October. Strangely, this 
spot is largely ignored by boardsailors. 
I've found, however, that Corpus Christi 
Beach has the strongest winds on the 
Bay. The heating land masses to the north 
and south, combined with the “exhaust 
valve” of the too-shallow-to-sail Nueces 
Bay directly downwind, give the place an 
intensified Venturi Effect. A mile-long 
white sand beach, dead onshore winds, 
and a safe beach break make this spot 
great for perfecting beginner/intermedi¬ 
ate wave jumping. 

Cole Park/Oleander: Just south and 
east from downtown along "Ocean Drive” 
is a place boardsailors call Oleander (the 
park signs say Cole Park). Oleander is 
Corpus Christi's jewel. Above the launch¬ 
ing area is a grass-lined cliff-top plateau 
that seats thousands of spectators during 
the U.S. Open. There is adequate park¬ 
ing, a large rigging area, and a steady 
side-onshore breeze. You can stand up 
150 yards offshore, so waterstarts are 
easy, plus the shallows cause wind- 
whipped waves all over the place. One 
inviting jump ramp comes after another. If 
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Above: “Ladies and gentlemen, fasten your 
seatbelts. Klepper flight 969 has been 
cleared for landing on a glassy Port 
Aransas airfield." 

Far Left: Local great blue heron checks the 
wind before flight. 

Left: After a late session at Oleander, it's 
Lone Star Time. 
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Oleander attracts 
the slalom board 
crowd plus the lion’s 
share of visitors. 



you just feel like going fast, Oleander is a 
great place to get into the "inner world" of 
high-speed flight. This is when sailing is 
more like motocross—you just touch the 
top of the bumps. It’s a great place to test 
fins—if yours has a bad foil you’ll find out 
as fast as you can say, “Yahoo!" 

Oleander attracts the slalom board 
crowd plus the lion’s share of visitors. 
Many of the Oleander regulars are active 
in the Corpus Christi Sailboard Associa¬ 
tion. It's a particularly friendly group who 
will greet visiting sailors with helpful hints 
and a lot of laughs. 

Ropes Park: Ropes Park is about a 
mile southeast from Oleander along Ocean 
Drive. Whereas Oleander is a versatile 
place, working in winds from as early as 
you can plane and up, Ropes is at its best 
when it gets nearer to 25. In strong winds, 
Ropes has absolutely the best chop jump¬ 
ing on the bay. When it’s good, the wash¬ 
ing machine/popcorn waves spread out 
over one and a half acres! You can bump, 
jump, jibe, and ride till your face turns 
blue. The same shallow bottom/easy 
waterstart conditions exist here as at so 
many places around Corpus. 

Ropes regulars are uniquely different 
from the Oleander crowd. It’s more a 
wavesailor crowd. The group as a whole 
is made up of people who couldn’t care 
less about drag racing—they’re more into 
radical jumps and shortboard freestyle, 
and are more “private" people. The state 
motto is “Don't mess with Texas"; a Ropes 
sailor’s motto might be “Don’t mess with 
me." Ropes is for sailing, not gracious 
yapping on the beach. 

Poenisch Park: About two miles far¬ 
ther south and east along Ocean Drive is 
Poenisch, a quaint launch spot. There’s 
only room for 12 or so cars, and the place 
works best in a slightly more easterly 
wind. It works on a southeaster too, but 
you may have to wait for a puff to water- 
start before getting out to the wind line. 

Poenisch is not a minefield of white 
water jump ramps. Instead, the real fun is 
sailing out a half mile or so to deeper water 
and some four-to five-foot chop. It’s also a 
great place to start on a downwind jaunt 
back to Ropes or Oleander. Just drop off 
the gear, leave a car at your destination, 
and you'll be all set for a series of eight- 
mile reaches across the bay. By staying 
close to a beam reach you can stretch the 
number of bay crossings to eight before 


you reach Oleander. That’s 64 miles of 
high-speed, open-ocean freedom that will 
be so much fun you’ll forget your feet went 
to sleep in the footstraps. 

There are several important benefits 
about sailing the bay. The best thing of all 
is that it’s enclosed. If something breaks, 
don't worry—sooner or later you’ll end up 
on shore. The wind will not die (hard to 
believe but true!) so you don’t have to 
worry about being becalmed. 

There is one detractor from late June 
through mid-November, especially dur¬ 
ing drought years. The Bay is a breeding 
ground for a variety of jellyfish, some quite 
large and some that can hurt. As a gen¬ 
eral rule, avoid sailing in the north and 
west (downwind) sections in summer and 
fall unless you never fall in or you wear 
lycra wear. The other option, of course, is 
to look before you jibe! Don’t get me 
wrong—the jellies are not so bad that you 
can’t go sailing. No red-blooded wind 
freak boardhead has passed up a good 
day yet on their account. 

If you plan on coming to Corpus during 
jellyfish months and the prehistoric crit¬ 
ters bother you, just sail at Poenisch or 
explore any one of the unused but func¬ 
tional launch sites between Poenisch and 
the west gate of the Naval Air Station at the 
southeast corner of the Bay. Boardsailors 
are like sheep—they sail where other 
people sail. Get creative; try a new spot. 
There are ways of dealing with the jellies' 

LAGUNA MADRE 

The single most popular location ir 
Corpus is Bird Island Basin on the Laguna 
Madre. To get there, drive south and east 
from the bay, cross the causeway out to 
Padre Island, then head south for about 
12 miles. 

Bird Island is the favorite for couples, 
families, and flatwater speed demons. 
The place is totally removed from civiliza¬ 
tion. To the west on the mainland is the 
northern section of the King's Ranch, one 
of the largest privately owned ranches in 
the world. It stretches 80 miles to the 
south and is completely untouched by 
man. To the south of Bird Island, Padre 
Island National Seashore runs pristine 
all the way to South Padre Island. Be¬ 
sides the boardheads, Bird Island is a zoo 
in the wild: Huge blue herons, spoon¬ 
billed roseates, jackrabbits, and coyotes 
call this place home. Meanwhile, the 
Laguna’s waters are a fisherman's para¬ 
dise with trout, drum, perch, and blue- 
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eyed scallops in abundance. 

For $3 a week, you can camp or come 
and go. The water is four to five feet deep 
for as far as the eye can see. You'll need 
to use one sail size larger here than on the 
bay, but when it's "on" you can hop on a 
speed board and click off the miles as you 
speed by beaches where no one has 
walked in months or years. On a typical 
afternoon, with the wind from the east and 
the sun in the west, your downwind wake 
will create a rainbow that will follow you on 
both tacks. Then, as the sun slowly sets 
with the wind just as good as it was at 2 


p.m., the sun turns the water golden. 
There's nothing better than a beautiful 
sunset after a day of great sailing to make 
everything right in the world. A word of 
advice: From July through December, 
bring a weed fin. There are no two ways 
about it...you'll be glad you did. 

WAVESAILING OPPORTUNITIES 

As I said earlier, wavesailing in Corpus 
during the warm season (March through 
November) is the least practiced disci¬ 
pline. This is mostly because the wind is 
weakest on the gulf side of Padre Island. 


Sometimes, however, when it's "on” the 
best place to wavesail in a southeast wind 
is near J.P Luby Surf Pier. To get there, 
drive out onto Padre Island as if to get to 
Bird Island, then turn left (north) on Park 
Road 53. Go a half mile, over a small 
bridge (this is where Mustang Island starts) 
and take the first right. In a southeaster, 
the side-onshore wind causes a two-knot 
current to flow towards the north, so the 
best idea is to rig up, then sail out as a pal 
drives your car on the beach to the north. 
This way you’ll have complete freedom to 
ride the waves without worrying about 
staying in one place. 

As fall turns to winter and winter to 
spring (October through March), both J.P. 
Luby Surf Pier and Port Aransas (10 miles 
north) turn into incredibly radical wavesail¬ 
ing locations. The day or two after a cold 
front arrives can bring waves over mast 
high and breaking over a quarter mile off¬ 
shore! Sometimes a cold front can bring 
water and air temps in the 70s. Other 
times it can get as cold as the high 40s; it 
all depends on the month and the com¬ 
parative severity of the winter. 

S As you can see, Corpus has some- 
| thing for every level of boardsailer, from 
z flatwater recreational sailors to hard-core 
* wave riders. Every place has a "perfect" 
board size and type to enjoy prevailing 
conditions. In Corpus, the perfect board 
is an 8'10" to 9'4° slalom board or an 8'4" 
to 8'10" wave/slalom for Ropes or the 
waves. The average sail size is a 5.7, with 
the heavier sailors using 6.5 to 7.0s, while 
the light girls use 4.5 to 5.0s. Course 
boards are also great just in case the wind 
is unexpectedly light or if you like the 
option of limitless exploration. 

Corpus is getting more popular with 
each passing year. Come to Corpus soon 
before it’s as crowded as Maui or the 
Gorge. Then one day you'll be able to say, 
"I was there before it got crowded!" ■ 



A fter the inaugural U.S. Open, the Corpus 
Christi Area Economic Development Cor¬ 
poration, the Convention and Visitor’s Bu¬ 
reau, and Mayor Betty Turner put their heads 
together to determine how to help Corpus de¬ 
velop as a boardsailing center. Improve¬ 
ments have included renovating the beach at 
Oleander Point, and attracting equipment 
manufacturers such as West Wind Sailboards 
There are plans for a USBA-sanctioned 
Boardsailing Hall of Fame, relocating the 
American Boardsailing Industries 
Association's annual show, and a Bic Hioh 
Wind Center. The Convention and^sffi 
Bureau is also developing travel packaqe 
opportunities. H ye 

In the meantime, here's a listing of shoos 
and who to contact for more information 

SHOPS/GENERAL INFO 

Dockside Sail. Surf, and Dive, 10306 South 
Padre Island Drive (SPID). 512-937-^5 
Lessons - p E boards, beach goodies. 5 ' 
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Fast Cats, 4222 Russell. 512-882-1758 or 937- 
6678. 

Glenn Francis Designs, Rt. i 132 H-6 Rod 
Village, 512-993-9252. Custom surfboards sail- 
boards and repairs. 

qq a ? St I^Q aft c f f?° rPUSChriSti ' 64 2 5 SPID. 512- 
992-4459. Full-service shop rentals nine 
Hobbies, Sunfish, and ski boats. ' P 

M D Surf & Skate. 4016 Weber, 512-854-SURF 

sas?,® 

cruises, various water toys fo r d ren t° ardSailln9 

^^^^^^^'consignment" 9 ^" 7 ^^^' 


Wind & Wave Watersports, 10721 SPID, 512- 
937-WAVE. Full-service shop. Lessons, rent¬ 
als, repairs. Fanatic Fun Center headquarters. 

West Wind Sailboards, 3710 Apollo. 512-852- 
9522. Manufacturing, repairs, factory-direct 
retail sales. 

repairs 

Hamilton Ding Repair, 2518 Laguna Shores 
Road, 512-937-8149. 

travel/business contacts 

CC Tours, 800-648-1808. Travel service. 

Coastal Equities (C.B. Slabaugh), 710 Buffalo. 
Suite 601,512-888-4227. 

Convention and Visitor's Bureau, 1201 N 
Shoreline, 800-678-6232. 

Economic Development Corporation, 1201N 
Shoreline, 512-883-5571. 
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The 

1990 



Cjjritfti CalleHEtmejS 
U.S. Open Regatta 4i 

May 24-28,1990 AA 


AmericanAirlines 


Windwing Designs 


Murrays Marine 


$50,000 Cash Purse 
Amateur Prizes 
Custom Trophies 
No Equipment Restrictions 

PBA USBA Sanctioned 
iHwouTioNM. PBA Recognized 

Classes: (Size may be limited) 
Professional: Men, Women, Masters 
Amateur: Men, Women, Masters 
Production class scoring 
Special Memorial Day Events 
Junior Coed (18 and under) 

Enduro (Amateur Only) 


' Discover it. ' 


Discover it. 

The most grueling Long Dis¬ 
tance Race of my career. 

Robby Naish 
It was sheer survival! 

Giselle Pyfrom 

The people are real friendly. 

Tom "Tomcat" Pace 
Could be the best race in the 
U.S. 

Brian Benedict 

I'll be back. 

Nevin Sayre 


May 24-28,1990 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Course, Slalom, 
Long Distance, Freestyle 

Write: U.S. Open Committee 
P.O. Box 9136 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 
512-886-3691 


Name: 


Address: 

State: 


ZIP: 


Countiy:, 


Telephone:Area Code(_) 


Racing Class Circle One 

Am: Men Women Master Am Only: Production, Unlimited 
Pro: Men Women Master 
Jr. Coed (18 and under) 


Reader Service 22 


































Hiotft James Kay 



wind speeds exceed 20 knots! Air 


temperature hovers around a dry 82? 

Water temp stays right at 75°. Conditions are absolutely perfect for great 
windsurfing So now is the time to hook-in to Sailboard Vacations™ Aruba. 
Our 35-unit, oceanfront complex, 7 lx Windsurf Villas, is located adjacent 








































to world famous Fisherman’s 
Huts. All units feature private 
entrances, air conditioning and maid 
Our boardshop is the largest and best equipped in the 
Whether you’re an anxious beginner or a bonafide shredder, 
you’ll discover the wet and wild fun of warm waist-deep water, 
constant wind and friendly expert instruction. So come to 


Aruba and take advantage of our reduced summer 
rates. Call for a free brochure, and order our Aniba 
Travel Video for only $12.95. Why sail through summer 
on a wing and a prayer? Contact us at 800-252-1070 
(508-462-0609) or write to 
Sailboard Vacations, 12 Federal 
Street, Newburyport, MA 01950, 


Readei Service 96 

















W I N D R I D E R 




Focus On Action, Style, And Fun 



Top: Yes, Maui is crowded, but 50 feet beyond the break there’s even better wind, plus 
giant rolling chop to use as a launch pad. Sailing offshore can be just as rewarding as 
fighting it out in the surf. 

Right Mike Eskimo is an excellent sailor, but he also has a not-so-hidden flair for 
theatrics. First it was his wild shorts, then his Batman sail, and now he’s shooting 
photographer Sylvain Cazenave with a squirt gun as Cazenave shoots back with his 
camera. 
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HOTSHOTS 


Surfers say the biggest problem with boardsailing is that you can’t 
get tubed. Rush Randle proves them all wrong on this moderate 
Hookipa day. In photo one, he sets up by dropping his sail while 
going left. Photo two finds him dragging his boom end to stall and 
sink back to the barrel. In photo three, he’s trying to break that 
barrier and get covered. 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 



SOUND 

FAMILAR? 

By Tom James 


A re all the lightweights sailing when 
you aren't? Do they enjoy high¬ 
speed jibes while you plow around 
through the water at sub-planing speeds? 
Does the 98-pound weakling you usually 
kick sand on blow by you on the water and 
purposely splash a wall of spray onto you 
when sailing? Finally, when you come in, 
do the girls on the beach ignore you 
because you 're so slow in anything under 
15 knots? If any of this has happened to 
you, then try some planing powder from 
Charles Naishlas. Guaranteed to get you 
planing in 15 knots or your money back ." 

Unfortunately, no "guaranteed-to-have- 
you-planing product" like this is available 
yet, but I've seen heavyweights desper¬ 
ate enough to buy one. The good news is 
that for heavyweights, there are some 
giant slalom boards available to put you 
on par with the weenie-weights. They've 
been out for a couple of years now, but 
I've heard that some heavyweights were 
hesitant to buy giant slalom boards be¬ 
cause they thought they were useless 
once the wind gets over marginal. While 
this may have been the case before, it’s 
no longer a valid complaint. Today's giant 
slalom boards can do it all. 

We have eight boards this year we’re 
classifying as giant slalom boards. They 
range from 9'5‘ to 9'10" long, from 124 to 
136 liters of volume, and are between 23 
and 25 inches wide. If you can't get 
planing on a board that’s 24 inches wide, 
it just isn’t windy enough to plane. 

But giant slaloms have more duties 
than just planing; they aren't just boards 
for heavyweights anymore. There are 
clearly two different types of giant slalom 
boards these days. Manufacturers have 
been faced with the dilemma of having to 
make these boards do everything—for 
everyone. They must be forgiving and 


stable for the beginner of any weight, 
easy for an intermediate to turn, and fast 
enough for a heavyweight to race. 

From the group of giants we tested this 
year, there are a few boards we would 
consider ideal for the beginning 
shortboarder. We classify the Alpha 120, 
Fanatic Rabbit, and Mistral Shredder in 
this group. These are the most forgiving 
to jibe, and easiest to get in the straps. 
This type of giant generally has either two 
full sets of footstraps, or at least a variety 
of insert positions. 

They work equally well for lightweights 
and heavyweights because their design 
is different from a raceable, high-strung 
giant board. The rails are more rounded 
and tucked under to prevent them from 
catching, and the bottom line carries a bit 
more rocker throughout. These boards 
don't really have much race potential, and 
usually aren’t the fastest to plane be¬ 
cause of their extra rocker—but there 
aren't any boards that'll be easier and 
more fun to play around on in 13 to 20 
knots. 

If planing and racing in light wind is 
your thing, then the other group of giants 
is what you are looking for. This group 
includes the Bic Astro Rock, Hi-Tech 98, 
O'Brien 9.9, Seatrend 96, and West Wind 
290. All of these boards seem built for true 
light-air performance. They have much 
flatter rocker lines than the other set of 
giants, and their rails are usually hard and 
boxy. Nothing in light-wind sailing quite 
matches the thrill of being raked back with 
a big sail and fin on a screaming close 
reach across nearly smooth water. These 
are the boards for doing that. 

Not that someone couldn't learn to 
shortboard on these; it's just that they are 
more high-strung and often less forgiving 
on turns. Usually, the straps are set 
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LIGHT-WIND SLALOM BOARDS 



AHD 285 OMEGA 



farther back on these raceable giants to 
reduce the waterline. 

This group is receiving most'of the 
attention in course-slalom racing. Course- 
slalom boards have to be very upwind- 
oriented, but also have to have good 
speed off the wind. Today’s course boards 
are so fast you need a fast slalom board to 
hold them off down the course. 

We also tested what we’ll call just light- 


wind slalom boards. These range from 
just a touch smaller than the giants, down 
to just a hair bigger than a typical slalom 
board. The typical board in this group is 
9'4" long, 22.5' wide, and has 118 liters of 
volume. Light- and moderate-weights 
use this kind of board as their light-wind 
slalom board, and heavyweights use them 
as moderate- to heavy-wind boards. All 
these boards can be all-out racers for a 


sailor of any weight. In this group we 
tested the AHD 285, the Pro-Tech 94, and 
Seatrend’s 94. 

THE TESTING 

So, just how do you test giant and light- 
wind slalom boards in Aruba, the windiest 
island in the Western Hemisphere? Easy, 
you have to get up early in the morning. 
You see, in Aruba the early board doesn’t 
get the worm. Locals know they can sleep 
in until 9:30, slowly rig up their 5.2s, and 
go sailing on a nine-footer. 

We, however, were faced with a differ¬ 
ent dilemma. We wanted to use our 6.2s 
and 6.7s—even our 7.0s—and to do that 
meant downing a quick cup of beans and 
hitting the water. Heck, we were up be¬ 
fore Juan Valdez sometimes, and we 
certainly were planing before anyone else 
on the island. 

We based our testing out of two incred¬ 
ible resorts. We split our time between 
Sailboard Vacations and the Divi, be¬ 
cause they offered such different condi¬ 
tions. Vacations is located at the famous 
Fisherman's Huts, where you can sail the 
conditions that made Aruba famous: off¬ 
shore winds and flat, shallow water. Sail¬ 
board Vacations offers just that—a true 
vacation. They have a huge fleet of modern 
equipment that includes Bic, Hi-Tech, and 
Sailboards Aruba boards, UP, North, and 
Windwing sails, plus a large, friendly staff 
that not only rigs the equipment, but also 
carries it out to the water for you and puts 
it away at the end of the day. All you have 
to do is sail, and if you want, lessons for 
sailors of all levels are available. 

Divi Resort is around the island, close 
to town. Divi has the conditions that 
Aruba will soon be famous for: We couldn’t 
believe our eyes, but there was good wind 
and big chop similar to Crissy Field, San 
Francisco, and even waves. That's right; 

WINDRIDER 


Board Specs Comparison Chart 


LENGTH 

WIDTH 

WEIGHT 

W/STRAPS 

VOLUME 

WEIGHT-TO-VOLUME 

RATIO 

STIFFNESS 

STIFFNESS-TO- 
WEIGHT RATIO 

PRICE 

LIGHT-WIND SLALOM 









AHD 285 Omega 

9’5' 

22.5- 

19.5 lbs. 

1141. 

.17 lbs/1. 

117 

5.7 

$1095 

Pro-Tech 9'4‘ 

9'5' 

22.5- 

16.8 lbs. 

1181. 

.14 lbs/1. 

150 

8.9 

$1095 

Seatrend 94S 

94" 

22.5' 

20.6 lbs. 

121 1. 

.17 lbs/1. 

124 

6.0 

$ 935 

GIANT SLALOM 









Alpha 120 SL 

97- 

23.5- 

23.8 lbs. 

1251. 

.19 lbs/1. 

117 

4.9 

N/A 

Bic Astro Rock 

9’5‘ 

24' 

21.4 lbs. 

131 1. 

.16 lbs/1. 

111 

5.2 

• 

$ 999 

Fanatic Lite Rabbit 

910* 

25' 

23.9 lbs. 

1291. 

.19 lbs/1. 

108 

4.5 

$1095 

Hi-Tech XTC 98 

98* 

23’ 

21.5 lbs. 

1311. 

.16 lbs/1. 

124 

5.8 

$ 995 

Mistral Shredder 

99* 

23- 

23.0 lbs. 

131 1. 

.18 lbs/1. 

131 

5.7 

$1145 

O’Brien Epoxy Lite 9.9 

9'10' 

22.75' 

23.2 lbs. 

1351. 

.17 lbs/1. 

211 

9.1 

$1099 

Seatrend 96 

9'6' 

23' 

22.4 lbs. 

1361. 

.17 lbs/1. 

101 

4.5 

$1095 

West Wind SL290 

9’6- 

23' 

20.1 lbs. 

124 1. 

.16 lbs/1. 

66 

3.3 

$1095 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 


ALPHA 120 SL 


BIC ASTRO ROCK 



oiim t±. '• 



FANATIC LITE RABBIT 



MISTRAL SHREDDER 



O'BRIEN EPOXY LITE 9.9 



a couple of times each week there is a 
gentle reef break just offshore where there 
are breaking waves with sideshore winds. 
These are great for practicing your port 
tack jumps and showing off for the crowd 
sitting at one of Divi’s beach bars' 

Divi has a beautiful sand beach where 
they offer Fanatic with ART rigs, and some 
West Wind and AHD boards are also 
available. Divi is the more civilized, with 
restaurants, shopping, and shuttle buses 
to a casino, while Sailboard Vacations 
has a more local, family-type atmosphere. 
Either way, you can’t go wrong, simply 
because you're on Aruba. 

We used the same test team to test the 
light-wind and giant slalom boards as for 
the high-wind boards. Although only one 
sailor is a true heavyweight, we know 
these boards can be used by the whole 
family. 

Our heavyweight, once again, was 
Brian Benedict of Jensen Beach, Florida. 
At 206 pounds, Brian used to hate slalom 
races—especially in the light 12-knot 
minimum that is rarely adhered to at many 
races. However, since the introduction of 
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the raceable light-wind boards, Brian is 
happy again, and winning races. He will 
be racing a good chunk of the PBA tour 
this year, and also going around the East 
Coast on the North Sails clinic tour. Brian, 
a member of the North Sails national team, 
is sponsored by Starbus clothing, Visual 
Speed, Bare Wetsuits, and Rainbow Fins. 

Our lightweight, Kim Birkenfeld, never 
really sails a board as big as most of these 
giants; however, she did learn to 
shortboard on one, so she knows what to 
look for. Kim, who lives in Maui, will also 
be racing extensively next year and has 
already placed third in this year’s Baja 
event. Kim is sponsored by Hot Sails 
Maui, I.N. Fins Maui, Da Kine Hawaii, 
Power Bar, and Gorge Technology. 

Our two middleweights, WindRider 
technical editor Pat LeMehaute and I. 
have been sailing 12 and 10 years, re¬ 
spectively. Pat competes professionally 
worldwide, placing well on an interna¬ 
tional scale, and has won many regional 
events. As for me, I just work. 

To test these big boards, each sailor 
sailed every board for a couple of hours. 


The big boards take a lot of time to test 
because we wanted to sail them in all 
conditions. To minimize variables, each 
tester used the same fins and rigs on each 
board. Once we finished with all the 
boards, we discussed what we liked, and 
what we didn't like. If there were any 
questions or discrepancies, we took the 
boards out again. 

So you want to get one of these boards? 
Well, you can take our word as to what's 
the board for you, or you can test them 
yourself. If you go to Aruba, you can ride 
the Bics at Sailboard Vacations; the Fa¬ 
natics and some West Winds at Divi Winds; 
the Mistrals and Seatrends at Vela; and 
the Pro-Techs at Roger's. Don’t be caught 
not planing one more day; order your 
giant slalom board now! 1 


WindRider extends special thanks to 
the following companies for helping with 
the tests: Sailboard Vacations, Divi, Power 
Bar, Spex, Citizen Watches, Okespor, 
DaKine, Omega, Finworks, Rainbow Fins, 
and I.N. Fins Maui. 
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BOM) TESTS ’90 

AHD 285 Omega Course-Slalom 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Last year the Omega was one of the 
hottest light-wind slalom race boards 
around. This year we’ve further increased 
its performance with the addition of a 
small mast track. Pop out the track and 
you’ve got a normal mastbox set-up. 

We’ve also built in our own design, 
high-module alloy finbox, designed to 
take those huge pointer fins. Now the 
Omega unleashes its race power upwind 
performance with its blazing speed. This 
board is also available as a Gorge Slalom 
model for $995. 


RECOMMENDED FIN: 

Pointer type 12.5" (light wind), slightly 
swept back 11.5" (high wind) 


TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: At 9’4", 
the AHD 285 is a raceable course-slalom 
board for lightweights. It really likes to go 
fast! 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 

285 combines good upwind ability with 
fast performance off the wind and fun 
turns. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: It is obvi¬ 
ous that this board is made for racers. 
From the strap placement to the high 
speed and high-performance jibes, the 
285 has a place in any racer’s quiver. • 
Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board is my favorite in its class. It has no 
weak points, goes upwind well, planes 
early, and is a fun ride. 
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WHAT WE LIKED: 

This may be the definitive course-sla¬ 
lom board. 

Our team found it to go upwind better 
than any other board in its class. With the 
use of the mast track, this will clearly be a 
board to reckon with in course racing. It 
goes fast and is easy to tack. However, 
unlike most upwind-oriented boards, the 
285 also tested amazingly fast off the 
wind. Its straps are placed well aft, and 
the 285 actually feels like it is letting loose 
on the top end, unusual for boards this 
big. 

As a light wind slalom board, we know 
the 285 has great potential. It is extremely 
early to plane, and has a great ability to 
get through lulls. Our heavyweight found 
the board an especially good choice for 
him in light air because of its wider-than- 
average tail. 

The AHD mast track is quite innova- 



Length: 9’5‘ 

Width: 22.5" 

Weight w/straps: 19.5 lbs. 

Volume: 1141. 

Weight/volume ratio: .17 lbs./I. 
Stiffness: 111 lbs. for constant strain 
Stlffness/welght ratio: 5.7 
Bottom Shape: Quad concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,095 

Construction: Heat and pressure-molded 
epoxy 


tive. We liked the streamlined design that 
fits entirely inside the mastbox, and also 
appreciated the fact that the track can be 
removed to allow the box to act as a 
standard mastbox. This is an unprece¬ 
dented form of versatility that can’t be ar¬ 
gued. Going upwind, we didn't feel the 
track needed to be all the way forward, 
but on reaches, bringing it all the way 
back greatly increases speed. Its finbox 
is also a unique aluminum design that fits 
Chinook depth fins, as well as European 
depth ones, as most aluminum boxes do. 
Finally, in flat water the 285 does a very 
nice high-performance jibe. You have to 
be on top of it, but if you go into the turn 
with guts, this board will pull it off. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

The only place this board doesn't 
excel is in heavy chop. The flat rocker line 
and thick rails combine to make it a hand¬ 
ful—especially for our lightweight. On a 
downwind run, this board tends to bury its 
nose as well. We found it difficult to jam a 
tight turn, and it isn't too easy to do any 
type of fast jibe in heavy chop. 

SUMMARY: 

Last year AHD debuted this board 
under the name Omega, which enjoyed 
great success in racing circles, but they 
weren’t content to leave well enough 
alone. This year they have greatly im¬ 
proved an already hot product. They 
fixed the finbox, added a mast track, and 
made the construction feel more solid. 
Tested and designed by world-class 
sailor Tom Luedecke, the new 285 is one 
of the most raceable boards on the mar¬ 
ket, but is also a reasonable recreational 
board. 

The AHD 285 is a board that can easily 
fill two functions. It is a big, stable board 
that is very easy to get planing, so we feel 
beginners could use this as their first 
shortboard. However, its best use is 
probably as a racing board. If you are the 
kind of sailor who wants a slalom board to 
have a mast track just part of the time, the 
new AHD track is ideal because it is easily 
removed and turned into a standard box. 
In either light-wind jibe slalom, or moder¬ 
ate- to high-wind course slalom, the 285 is 
the perfect board. 

We most highly recommend this board 
for heavier sailors who need a very fast all- 
around board that can be turned with 
some practice, or for moderate to light¬ 
weights for a light-wind machine. 

RACE RATING: 9.5 
FUN FACTOR: 8.5 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 

Pro-Tech 9'4" 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Pro-Tech 9'4" is a super-fast sla¬ 
lom board with extra volume for the light 
spots. It's a secret weapon for heavy¬ 
weights and a race-winning transition 
board for lightweights. The 9'4‘ is a big 
brother of our 9'0\ with the same quad 
bottom and progressive vee going out the 
tail. This combination delivers great top 
end as well as upwind performance. The 
slightly tucked rails allow for easy turning 
even for a board with this much volume. 
The slightly rounded nose is safe as well 
as functional, lifting instead of spearing 
the wave in front. The 9'4‘ is perfectly bal¬ 
anced with a 6.5, but can handle 5.0 to 7.5 
conditions depending on the weight of 
the sailor. 


RECOMMENDED FIN: 

12' pointer with small sails, 13" pointer 
with larger sail 


TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: This 
lightweight board is a delight. It is a lot of 
fun for a person my size. The only down¬ 
fall I can see is its low-end jibes. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 94 
is one of those boards that will plane in 
almost no wind. It is extra responsive and 
snappy as well. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This board 
feels fast and super lively. It would be 
good for something like a distance race 
where you need speed and flotation. It is 
also good for light-air slalom. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board feels fast, but it is very bouncy in the 
jibes and unstable while marginally plan¬ 
ing. It is a very high-strung board. 


WHAT WE LIKED: 

A board this light can’t help but have 
exceptional acceleration and be incredi¬ 
bly quick to plane. The 94 did not disap¬ 
point us in these categories. This board 
has the lowest weight-to-volume ratio of 
any boards in the test, and when a gust 
hits, it shows. The Pro-Tech 94 takes off 
like a world-class custom board, and it 
doesn't slow down until the last breath of 
wind has left the water. Its top-end speed 
is excellent in flat water—the board is 
narrow, the straps are back, and in noway 
does this board feel any slower than the 
fast small boards. It also goes well up¬ 
wind, and will be a good course-slalom 
board for all but the heaviest sailors. 

This board has a great sail range— 
probably from 6.5 to 4.5. Once again, we 
have to commend Pro-Tech on rounding 
off the noses of their boards for safety. 
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Other design features such as deck 
shape and non-skid are also perfect. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

All of the testers noticed that this board 
was very hard to control at top speed. It 
has a lot of kick in the rocker so it really lets 
loose, but with the vee bottom, we 
couldn’t really get this board to lock into a 
groove and track. Unless you run the 
track forward, it was very hard to keep on 
the water. This is not a board for the 
recreational sailor. The straps are very far 
aft, and the tail is narrow, so it would be 
difficult for recreational sailors to sail. Our 
heavyweight had some problems with 
this board's being narrow and thick, and 



Length: 9'5’ 

Width: 22.5" 

Weight w/straps: 16.8 lbs. 

Volume: 1181. 

Weight/volume ratio: .14 lbs./l. 
Stiffness: 150 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 8.9 
Bottom Shape: Quad concave with pro¬ 
gressive vee out the tail 
Warranty: Six months 
Price: $1,095 

Construction: EPS foam core; PVC 
sheetfoam outer skin. True epoxy sand¬ 
wich, top and bottom. Rail seam glassed 
over for ultimate strength. 


therefore it didn't plane quite as quickly. 
In chop, you really have to concentrate on 
decelerating to get the board through the 
turn. 

SUMMARY: 

The first question that comes to mind 
with a board this light is, “Is it durable?" A 
board this light is obviously not going to 
be something you want to jump and bash 
around, but we did so anyhow to see how 
it would hold up. Surprisingly, it took 
much of what we dished out. Sure, it got 
pressure dings in the heel area, but noth¬ 
ing got too soft after a few weeks of hard 
sailing, and the construction seemed 
quite impressive. 

We can enthusiastically recommend 
this board for medium weights who need 
a board for racing or just blasting around 
beating their friends. We don't, however, 
feel this is an ideal board for the 200- 
pound-plus sailor, as the outline of this 
9'4' is too narrow. 

We believe this is an excellent board 
for good sailors, but it is too twitchy and 
quirky for beginners. The manufacturer is 
correct in saying this is a super-fast board 
for winning races. For those of you 
looking for a bigger board, we under¬ 
stand Pro-Tech will be coming out with a 
9’8‘ later in the season. 

RACE RATING: 9.5 
FUN FACTOR: 8.5 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 

Seatrend 94S Slalom 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The design concept behind the 94S is 
that of an all-around balanced slalom 
board that combines speed, maneuvera¬ 
bility, and overall handling. The size 
template and rocker have all been 
blended to produce the classic slalom 
design. We have chosen a quad concave 
bottom shape for its proven ease of jibing 
and control without sacrificing top-end 
speed. The 94S Slalom is a full floater for 
a 175-pound or under sailor. Categori¬ 
cally, this board is a medium- to light-wind 
race design and will handle a wide range 
of surface conditions. The sail size range 
is from 5.0 to 7.0. This board is perfectly 
suited to serious, demanding sailors who 
want an all-around slalom board, as well 
as recreational sailors simply interested 
in fast sailing. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

N/A 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: This 
Seatrend could be raced in light air or in 
course-slalom by lightweights. It is a 
terrific jiber at high and low speeds. 

PatLeMehaute,161 pounds: The 94 
has the trademark upwind and jibing 
ability of the Seatrends. This is a top 
production racing board. 
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Tom James, 175 pounds: With 
course-slalom hot on everyone's minds, 
this is probably the board to watch. With 
a big fin and flat water, this board just 
smokes upwind, as well as being quite fun 
on the turns. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This is 
a very stable, fun board to jibe with 
enough flotation for my weight in medium 
air. It is also very controllable while over¬ 


Vital Statistics 


Length: 94" 

Width: 22.5- 

Weight w/straps: 20.6 lbs. 

Volume: 1211. 

Weight/volume ratio: .17 Ibs./I. 
Stiffness: 124 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 6.0 
Bottom Shape: Subtle quad concave 
Warranty: One year limited warranty 
Price: $935 

Construction: Skin is a combination of 
various styles and weights of fiberglass in a 
foaming epoxy resin matrix. Lamination is 
compressed at high pressure over the pre¬ 
cision-milled EPS foam core, then post 
cured at high temperatures, producing a 
skin with a very high strength-to-weight 
ratio. Fin- and mastboxes are Chinook 
brand, reinforced with wood and carbon. 
The finbox structure is bonded to the deck 
for maximum strength. 


powered. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

This is one of the easiest to sail and 
most fun boards of all the larger boards 
we tested. We believe this is one of the 
easiest boards on which to learn a high- 
performance jibe. The rail line has much 
more rocker than the centerline, which 
gives the board a very forgiving roll into 
the turn, and the ample volume makes it 
extremely easy to pull out of the turn. In 
fact, it was hard to miss a jibe on the 94S. 
The speed and acceleration of this board 
are above average, and since this board 
has the ability to carry a large (7.0) sail 
with ease, it could be one of the earliest 
planers on the water. 

This board also excels going upwind in 
flat water. We all agreed that this board 
will be extremely competitive on a pro¬ 
duction course-slalom race. Naturally, all 
the important little things such as deck 
shape, strap placement, and non-skid, 
are perfect, which help make this board 
a top-notch package. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

The 94 just doesn't have any glaring 
flaws. This is one of the most fun boards 
until you get it out in chop, where we found 
it extremely bouncy. The cosmetic tape 
on the seam also peeled off, but otherwise 
this is a very complete package. 

SUMMARY: 

This Seatrend doesn’t initially look like 
a Seatrend—it has a visible seam. How¬ 
ever, looking at the thick rails and dual- 
rocker quad concave, it becomes obvi¬ 
ous that this board is the culmination of all 
the research Seatrend has done through¬ 
out the years. Shaper Randy French 
pulled off quite a coup with this board. 
Today it seems that any light-air slalom 
board has to be a forgiving board for the 
recreational sailor who wants to plane in 
marginal conditions, as well as a course- 
slalom machine for the serious racer. The 
94 has done just that. It is an excellent 
recreational board for any size person, 
because it has a good wind range and is 
easy to sail. On the other hand, it is a full¬ 
blown raceable design that will be a top 
performer in any production-class race. 

We have a lot of faith in the construc¬ 
tion of this board. It feels exceptionally 
solid underfoot, and although this con¬ 
struction technique is new for Seatrend, 
we think it should last. 

RACE RATING: 9.0 
FUN FACTOR: 9.0 


WINDRIOER 



























Tour 


Cort Lamed 




sste« 


r hether you're aspiring to be ;i racer or 
ust -starting out, reaching that next level will he l 
easierafterspendingonly a few hours with the sport's 
most popular instructor. Packed with useful rigging 

clinics have helped thousands << 
urfing skills. To sign up, all you \ 
contact your local retailer. . .the clinics \ 
open to all interested sailors. 


linic Features: 

/ •Performance rigging techniques. 

•On-waler ilemos or in-store video seminars. 

•liin raceswhen possible. 

•Manuals to take home. 

•Prizes, giveaways and more. 

' I ' he 45-stop WimlRitk'i Magazine/ 

J. Cort I.arned Clinic Lour sets sail in April. 
Check this space next month, and every 
month for dates and locations of clinics in 
vour area. 


Special Week-Long Clinics 

Call the WindRider Travel Desk for information 
and dates on personalized week-long race and 
jibe camps with Cort at Cape Hatteras (April 21- ’ 
25), Corpus Christie, Hood River, Baja, Aruba 
and Maui. 800-237-9445 or 407-647-2170. 


APRIL 3—NIGHT CLINIC 

NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

ROQUE WAVE—JACK 

904-243-1962 

SURF AND SAIL—MIKE 

904-932-7873 

APRIL 7—DAY CLINIC 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
WINDSURFING MADNESS 
KLAUS WILDER 
305-525-9463 

APRIL 8—DAY CLINIC 
SANIBEL ISLAND, FLORIDA 
WINDSURFING SANIBEL 
BEN AND MISSY MAQUIRE 
813-472-0123 


APRIL 26-28—SPEED CLINIC 
CAPE HATTERAS, NC 
KEN WINNER SPEED CHECK 
WINDSURFING HATTERAS 
J.R. 919-99S-4970 

MAY 1-NIGHT CLINIC 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
SAILING ETC. 

PECK MILLER 301-2664)060 

MAY 3-NIGHT CLINIC 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
ISLAND WINDSURFING 
MARK GURAN 212-744-2000 

All dates and contact numbers are accurate to die best of our knowledge at press time. We urge you to contact the host shop 

listed before attending clinics in your am}. 


APRIL 11—NIGHT CLINIC 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
AIR TIME 

ROBERT 30S-66S-0617 

APRIL 14-DAY CLINIC 
WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD 
MIKE OVERTON 
803-686-6996 

APRIL 15—AFTERNOON CLINIC 
CHARLESTON, SC 
SAIL SPORTS 

ED BOUDOLF 803-884-1S08 


APRIL 17—NIGHT CLINIC 
WILMINGTON, NC 
THE SHIP'S STORE 
MARTIN 919-256-4445 

APRIL 19—NIGHT CLINIC 
RALEIGH, NC 
WATER WORLD 
STEVE KUZIL 919-596-3000 

APRIL 26—NIGHT CLINIC 
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 
CHICK'S BEACH SAILING CENTER 
TYLER SMITH 804-481-3067 
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ISUZU Trooper, official vehicle of the WindRider —Cort Lamed Clinic Tour 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 

Alpha 120 SL N.E.T. 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

If you’re sailing in marginal planing 
conditions, the Alpha 120 SL is the solu¬ 
tion to your problems. With 120 liters of 
volume and a tri-concave hull, this board 
jumps to a plane. The 1990 120 has 
tucked rails that give the board docile 
jibing characteristics and a wider wind 
range than ever before. Whether you are 
looking for the N.E.T. or N.E.T. light ver¬ 
sion of the Alpha 120 SL, you will be able 
to finance them at less than $20 a 
month—contact your dealer for details. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

Wave Slalom 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: This is 
definitely a recreational board, but it can 
be fun to jibe. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 

Alpha 120 performs like a giant wave 
board. Its forward straps and continuous 
rocker make it turn and respond easily. 
This, however, also makes the board slow 
to plane and reduces its top end. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This is a 
fun recreational board for the sailor who 
isn’t too worried about flat-out speed. It is 
versatile in that it could probably be used 


as a light-air wave board. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board is very floaty, easy to uphaul, and 
stable at rest. Basically, it is a very com¬ 
fortable board to sail. 


WHAT WE LIKED: 

We are glad there are boards like this. 
It is extremely easy to sail, provides a very 
smooth ride, is super stable, and turns 
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Length: 9T 
Width: 23.5 - 

Weight w/straps: 23.8 lbs. 

Volume: 1251. 

Weight/volume ratio: .19 Ibs./I. 

Stiffness: 117 lbs. for constant strain 

Stiffness/weight ratio: 4.9 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave, panel vee 

Warranty: Two years 

Price: Under $20 per month; see dealer for 

details 

Construction: The N.E.T. construction is 
based on a stiff, durable core enclosed in a 
wrap of glass and epoxy. This is covered by 
a pressure-absorbing, impact-dampening 
layer of high-density foam. Covering this is 
a carbon twaron-reinforced layer of glass 
and epoxy. This seamless construction 
makes the Alpha 120 N.E.T. stiff and strong. 


incredibly well. 

For beginners, this is an excellent 
board. The 120 has double sets of foot¬ 
straps, so it is easy to get in the front 
straps even when barely planing. It is 
also easy to uphaul, and therefore is a 
good high-wind board for someone learn¬ 
ing waterstarts. For someone learning 
jibes, the 120 is an excellent choice. We 
found the board rolled into turns with 
relative ease, and with the straps set so far 
forward, it carried through the turn well 
but didn't exhibit any tipsy tendencies of 
some of the other giant boards. The 120 
is very stable. As the wind and chop pick 
up, the 120 remains fun to jibe. 

One area where we feel this board 
could have high performance applica¬ 
tions is in light-air wave sailing. Every¬ 
thing about the 120 is set up for wave 
sailing. The straps are forward, the track 
is set back, and there is a significant 
amount of tail rocker. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

This board is not fast. It has way too 
much rocker to be considered a slalom 
board. The mast track is so far back that 
you have to run the track all the way 
forward—even with moderate size sails. 
We do not recommend this for big, low- 
aspect sails. A board this big should be 
quick to plane, but the 120 just does not 
want to get on top of the water, despite its 
tri-concave. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a completely new version of the 
120, clearly geared at the entry- level 
shortboarder who needs maneuverabil¬ 
ity. As a recreational board, it is hard to 
complain about. The 120 can be fun, and 
is easy to learn all the high-performance 
moves on. For the occasional 
shortboarder, the 120 is excellent. We all 
found it remarkably easy to sail, and be¬ 
lieve it should make any beginner to inter¬ 
mediate happy. We don’t think sailors will 
be happy on this board in a drag racing 
environment, but for having fun, it’s fine. 
We are serious when we say this could be 
a good light-air wave board—in fact, it is 
probably one of the best applications for 
this board. For coastal beginners who 
know they want to start in the ocean and 
stay there, we highly recommend this 
Alpha. For those looking for a light-wind 
racing board from Alpha, we recommend 
the ’89 version of the 120, which is more 
high strung. 

RACE RATING: 5.0 
FUN FACTOR: 8.5 


WINORIDER 
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Bic Astro Rock 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Astro Rock is a slalom board 
designed by Stephan van den Berg spe¬ 
cifically for the light-air conditions typi¬ 
cally found throughout North America. It 
is an extremely versatile slalom board, 
developed for the first-time shortboarder, 
offering quick planing, speed, and ac¬ 
cessibility for sailors ranging in weight 
from 120 to 220 pounds. Stable and well- 
balanced, the Astro Rock excels in winds 
between 12 and 20 knots, and in flat or 
choppy conditions. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

11" or 12" Slalom 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: For a 

lightweight, this is a fun board to get 
planing in very light winds. It also is an 
easy board to jibe for its size. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 
Astro Rock is one of the most stable 
boards, which makes it perfect for the 
beginning shortboarder. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This board 
is a light-wind machine. It is one of the 
easiest boards to do maneuvers and jibes 
on in light winds. It’s a great board to learn 
shortboarding on, yet is still fast and 
maneuverable enough to race. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board is very wide, and therefore ideal for 
the heavy guy. It is light, which gives it 
good acceleration and the ability to get 
through lulls. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

This is an excellent board that does 
exactly what a giant slalom board should 
do. In light winds, the Astro Rock is up and 
planing with the best of them; however, 
this board is different because it can also 
hang in there once the wind picks up. 

We found its flat rocker and wide out¬ 
line also really helped the Astro cruise 
through the lulls. The deck at the nose of 
this board is flat, yet almost concave, 
which keeps it from flying away at higher 
speeds. 

We all liked how this board jibed. Its 
curvy outline made for easy turning on 
both wide- and medium-arc turns. Its 
extra-lifty tail gave our lightweight added 
confidence to try new and better jibes, 
and let our heavyweight jibe on a tighter 
arc without losing a plane. 

Another outstanding feature is how 
easy this board is for beginners to sail. It 
is extremely stable because the deck is 
flat and the outline wide, so uphauling is 
very easy. 
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WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

There isn’t a whole lot wrong with this 
board. Probably its biggest flaw is that the 
deck is slippery, but this is correctable. 
Also, the flatness of the deck—which 
makes the board so stable—also made it 
somewhat uncomfortable for long 
reaches. 

SUMMARY: 

The Astro Rock feels so stable that it 
sails like a bigger board, so first-time 
shortboarders need not worry about its 
relatively short length for a giant slalom 
board. This is the widest board in the 
shortboard test, and, as it happens, also 
one of our favorites. Even though wide 
boards like this usually sail like tankers, 
the Astro Rock is a lot of fun. It does what 
the exceptional big boards do: serves 



Length: 9'5‘ 

Width: 24‘ 

Weight w/straps: 21.4 lbs. 

Volume: 1311. 

Weight/volume ratio: .16 Ibs./I. 

Stiffness: 111 lbs. for constant strain 

Stiffness/weight ratio: 5.2 

Bottom Shape: Quadro concave 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $999 semi-complete with straps 

base and fin 

Construction: ACEtec Carbon/Kevlar with 
a polystyrene core. 


equally well a beginner’s first shortboard, 
or a racer's light-wind performance 
board. Its top end isn't incredible, but this 
could be a very fast board around a light 
and gusty course. We feel this board may 
be the best for a lightweight to learn 
shortboarding on. Because it’s so wide, 
it's also incredibly stable. Uphauling the 
Astro Rock is not a whole lot harder than 
on some funboards, and even easier than 
some of the 330 class transition boards. 
Even if the wind dies while you are out on 
this board, you should have no problem 
getting back in. 

For middleweights, this is a serious 
light-air planing machine. This is a buoy¬ 
ant board to start with, and because its 
weight-to-volume ratio is among the low¬ 
est in the whole test, this year your feet 
don’t even have to get wet. This probably 
isn’t the best board to carry a huge sail, 
but it is comfortable with anything under 
7.0. 

Finally, this is a great high-perform¬ 
ance board for heavyweights. The wide 
tail provides the extra lift heavyweights 
need to stay planing through jibes and 
lulls. Our heavyweight really appreciated 
this board. 

Overall, this is one of the most sailable 
big boards in the group. No matter what 
the wind is, it is the ideal board for some¬ 
one. 

RACE RATING: 9.0 
FUN FACTOR: 9.0 
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Fanatic 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Fanatic Lite Rabbit rounds out the 
Fanatic Lite line of boards. A true dual- 
purpose funboard, the Rabbit is a super¬ 
fast, high-volume slalom board for light to 
medium winds, and is a perfect 
shortboard for heavier sailors. For sailors 
looking for a three-meter transition board, 
the volume is ideally situated in the middle 
and nose, making it easy to uphaul and 
tack while maintaining phenomenal con¬ 
trol in high winds. 

The single-concave nose produces 
excellent lift for quick planing and the tri¬ 
concave midsection channels this lift to 
the tail for surprising acceleration and an 
extremely high top end. The slight quadra 
concave and relatively thin rounded pin¬ 
tail shape make jibing extraordinarily 
smooth. Add a 40-centimeter sliding 
mast track to adjust the rig’s center of 
effort, and you have a combination that 
can’t be beat. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

Pointer 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: If a 

lightweight is going to use a board of this 
size, it’s a nice bonus to have an adjust¬ 
able mast track. If it weren't for that, this 
board would be too big for an advanced 
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lightweight to use 
Pat LeMehaut 
not the most race 
Rabbit is still a fun 
Tom James, 1 
is perfectly suite 
shortboarder, but 
grow into. The 
position footstrap 
versatility. 

Brian Benedii 
board was very 
early, and would 
recreational sailor 


Vim 


Length: 9'10’ 
Width: 25‘ 
Weight w/straps: 
Volume: 1291. 
Weight/Volume R 
Stiffness: 108 pc 
Stiffness/weight i 
Bottom Shape: £ 
cave 

Warranty: One ye 
Price: $1,095 sen 
Construction: 
Closed-cell EPS fc 
glass cloth; multi-e 
with carbon reinfc 
pound resin; UV-r 
outer skin. 
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Lite Rabbit 
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WHAT WE LIKED: 

This board is very wide and quite 
stable, making it an excellent platform to 
get into shortboarding. For learning, this 
is one of the most forgiving of all the giant 
slaloms. It is smooth and easy to ride, 
even as the wind picks up, which is really 
surprising considering how big it is. We 
feel the mast track is well-suited for the 
board, and because Fanatic’s works so 
well, it makes the board quite versatile. 
We had no problems handling this board 
once the wind picked up. Its thin and 
rounded rails give it good bite and easy 
handling through small chop, and in big 
chop this board becomes really fun. Jib¬ 
ing this board is also easy and fun. It even 
goes into a tight turn fairly easily, which is 
quite a feat for its size. We like the fact that 
the rails are thin enough to hold a high¬ 
speed turn. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

Our team found this board to be 
slightly sluggish. It is fairly heavy, with a 
higher-than-average weight-to-volume 
ratio, so, predictably, the board doesn’t 
have too much zing. However, this added 
weight no doubt will make it very durable. 
Because of its size and width, it doesn’t 
really move out too well on the top end. 
Also, it doesn’t plane up as quickly as we 
think it should. As usual, the non-skid was 
poor, but we understand this problem has 
since been worked out. 

SUMMARY: 

This is Fanatic’s first entry in the giant 
slalom category, and it is clear that they 
aimed this board at the entry-level 
shortboarder rather than the light-wind 
racers. While we agree with the 
manufacturer's comments that this is a 
perfect board for heavy sailors and that it 
makes a great transition board, we did not 
find the speed or the planing much better 
than average. It is, however, an extremely 
versatile board. With two strap positions 
and an easy-working mast track, the 
Rabbit could satisfy a large high-perform¬ 
ance sailor who was just out to bump and 
jump. The track helps this board go 
upwind, although it is not an upwind- 
oriented board. Our feelings are that this 
is a good recreational board for the sailor 
who wants moderate-wind fun, easy turn¬ 
ing, and full flotation. It is plenty stable for 
uphauling as well, so waterstarts are not 
required; however, we are not recom¬ 
mending the Rabbit as an early planer. 

RACE RATING: 7.5 
FUN FACTOR: 8.5 


WINDRIDER 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The XTC 98's new trend-setting design 
features an innovative bottom incorporat¬ 
ing a parallel flat vee with a parallel rail 
concept. This gives the board excellent 
acceleration and strong tracking power, 
facilitates jibing, and provides great sta¬ 
bility in high winds and an excellent top- 
end speed. 

This board is an all-purpose slalom or 
course-slalom board for the serious 
racer or weekend speedster who desires 
a highly competitive, race-ready board 
that planes early, yet has an unmatched 
top- end speed for its size. The 98 feels 
and handles like a much smaller board, 
because its design provides superb 
handling in even the most radical condi¬ 
tions. 

The 98 is floaty enough to be used by 
a 225-pound sailor in 15 knots of wind, 
and handles comfortably enough to be 
used by a 130-pound sailor in 20 knots. 
The new design works equally well for 
less skilled sailors because the unique 
bottom shape is so forgiving. The 98 can 
be used with sails 7.5 and under. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

13' Pointer 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: The Hi¬ 
Tech 98 has good overall qualities, but it’s 
quite large for a lightweight. It could be 
valuable for cruising in light wind condi¬ 
tions, and is great for perfecting transi- 
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tions, tacks, tricks, etc. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 

Hi-Tech 98 is one of those user-friendly 
boards that’s easy to sail and control. It’s 
also reasonably fast, especially consider¬ 
ing its size. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: It’s hard to 
miss a jibe on this big board. It also feels 
fast, smooth, and sails well upwind. You 
could course-slalom this in 12 to 15-plus 
with reasonable success. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This is 
a great big boy’s board for either sailing 
around the lake or cruising the coast. It is 
incredibly stable and floaty, yet fast. This 
is a winner. 


Vital Statistics 

Length: 9’8 a 
Width: 23‘ 

Weight w/straps: 21.5 lbs. 

Volume: 1311. 

Weight/volume ratio: .16 ibs./l 
Stiffness: 124 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 5.8 
Bottom Shape: Parallel flat vee with paral¬ 
lel early planing rails 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $995 

Construction: XTC Lite... M Extreme Tem¬ 
perature Cured" technology incorporates a 
proven high-temperature epoxy molding 
process with innovative use of composite 
materials. A precision-milled lightweight 
EPS foam core is encapsulated with a high- 
impact-resistant epoxy skin to produce a 
durable, light board. 


WHAT WE LIKED: 

Everything. But what instantly struck 
us was how nicely this board handled and 
performed. It doesn’t really feel like a 
giant slalom board, except that it does get 
planing in very light air. It performs a 
really high-performance jibe so well you 
forget you're on a board nearly 10 feet 
long. The 98 fulfills all the necessary 
beginner and light-air duties with ease. It 
is simple to uphaul and tack; we all 
thought this board felt extremely well- 
balanced. 

It carries a large sail very well. This is 
the longest giant slalom entry of the year, 
and that extra length comes in handy for 
the really big sails. The double concave 
with planing rails effectively gives the 
board four spines through most of it's 
length, which, in addition to the rail lines, 
helps provide lateral resistance against 
those big sails. For some of the same 
reasons, this board is also very good 
upwind. 

We all thought the board's top-end 
speed is very good. It doesn’t give you 
the feeling that you’re dragging a bunch 
of weeds as boards this big often do. The 
98 actually feels like it’s letting loose. Big 
sailors should have no problems racing 
this board in most conditions. 

What's unusual about the 98 is that it 
actually feels good in chop. It feels strong 
and smooth in rough waters, and even 
turns well in the chop. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

How’s this for nitpicking? We feel the 
front straps are too far out on the rail for 
really large feet. Otherwise, this board is 
flawless. 

SUMMARY: 

This is probably one of the best big 
boards we’ve ever tested. Some giant 
boards are built mainly for planing or 
primarily to learn jibes, but this actually 
seems like a big normally shaped slalom 
board. It serves its function as both a 
good beginning shortboard, and as a 
high-performance light-air board for 
medium and heavyweights. It could even 
be good for teaching a lightweight begin¬ 
ner. Of all the boards in the group, this is 
the best board for real heavyweights. 
Even though it doesn’t have the most 
volume, its lighter weight gives it more 
practical floatation. We have no hesita¬ 
tions recommending this board to any¬ 
one. It is one of the most perfect boards. 

RACE RATING: 9.0 
FUN FACTOR: 9.5 


WINDRIDER 
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Mistral Shredder 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

This board is designed primarily for the 
heavier sailor, from 180 pounds and up. 
The additional volume over the Screamer 
means more planing time for the sailor, 
and also that this board could be com¬ 
petitive in average slalom conditions. The 
addition of a mast track makes it possible 
to trim the board to larger sails and work 
to weather as a course-slalom board. The 
Shredder can plane in the same winds as 
the Equipe, so many sailors can experi¬ 
ence shortboard maneuverability in 
medium-wind conditions. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

Wave Slalom 

TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: The 

Mistral Shredder is a fun board to sail in 
light winds. It handles well through chop, 
and is quite responsive for its size. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 
Shredder is one of those easy, stable 
boards that’s ideal for an intermediate 
sailor or an advanced heavyweight. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This board 
is fun, but not a high-performance light-air 
racer. It seems best suited for the dis¬ 
criminating intermediate who wants a 
board that is super-smooth and easy to 
sail. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board seems to need quite a bit of wind to 
plane off. Once planing, it seems to be a 
reasonable board for the recreational 
sailor. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

As with most Mistrals, the Shredder 
provides a smooth, predictable ride. Its 
strongest feature is how easy it is to con¬ 
trol in rough choppy waters. What we 
liked best, however, is how easy it is to 
turn. The rails roll easily into the jibe, and 
the board feels as if it automatically finds 
its way through the rest of the turn. With 
the track back, it even does a quick, 
snappy carve. We liked the track on this 
board: It’s short, which is good, because 
a too-long track will more often than not 
give the sailor a chance to put the sail in 
the wrong spot. Mistral’s operates 
smoothly, and the lever easily flips out of 
the way when not needed. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

This board's biggest problem is that it 
does not get planing very early for a board 
this big. We all agreed that many smaller 
boards are up and planing before the 
Shredder. First of all, it's heavy for its size, 
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but seems to have too much rocker and 
too forgiving a rail line to be up exception¬ 
ally quick in a plane even if it were lighter. 
Similarly, it does not seem to want to glide 
through the lulls The Shredder is only 
average in both of those aspects. 

Unfortunately, the non-skid on our test 
board was very poor; there were footpads 
in the strap area, but those also were 
slippery. We feel the pads limit the 


Vital Statistics 


Length: 9'9' 

Width: 23- 

Weight w/straps: 23.0 lbs. 

Volume: 1311. 

Weight/volume ratio: .18 lbs./). 

Stiffness: 131 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 5.7 
Bottom Shape: Tri concave 
Warranty: One year 

Price: $1,145 w/straps, skeg, and mast- 
base 

Construction: The Durable Carbon Sys¬ 
tem (DCS) is Mistral's most widely utilized 
construction process. Its custom blend of 
fiberglass mat. carbon unidirectional cloth, 
and a patented resin formula is a Mistral 
first, giving the sailor a top-performing 
board without the expense of exotic cus¬ 
tom boards. Both the weight-to-volume 
and longitudinal stiffness ratios of Mistral 
DCS models match or exceed all other pro¬ 
duction boards. 


stance, and think they’re set too wide for 
anyone less than six feet tall. You can't 
move the strap positions, because they’re 
dictated by the inlaid deck pads. 

SUMMARY: 

This is another stable, entry-level 
shortboard for all size sailors, or a good 
recreational moderate-wind board for the 
heavyweight. The design isn't new, but 
Mistral did update it with the mast track, 
footpads, and better straps. The Shred¬ 
der offers exceptional turning for a board 
its size, and is an excellent board for an 
intermediate to learn on or improve his 
jibes. We can recommend it for the sailor 
interested in comfortably carrying a big 
sail and having a compatible sail in any 
type of water conditions. The Shredder is 
even forgiving enough to go play around 
in light air, small surf. 

One feature all the testers mentioned 
was how durable this board seems. 
When a board is well-built, it has a certain 
sound and feel on the water, which we 
definitely noticed with the Shredder. 
Granted, it’s heavy, but this board will 
probably last a lifetime. We do not recom¬ 
mend this board for racers, as we did its 
smaller cousin, the Screamer, but it is a 
solid all-around performer. 

RACE RATING: 7.S 
FUN FACTOR: 8.5 
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O'Brien Epoxy Lite 9.9 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

O’Brien's Epoxy Lite 9.9 is responsive, 
easy to jibe, and stable. Its volume makes 
it great for heavier sailors or moderate 
wind conditions. Tacking and uphauling 
are easy, making it an ideal board in its 
class. It is also durable—the most im¬ 
pact-resistant epoxy board available (as 
tested by WindRider in 1989.) Its con¬ 
struction features acarbon-fiber wrap, an 
“I-beam" stringer, a one-piece finbox, 
and reinforcement on rails and around 
footstraps. Individual air brushed graph¬ 
ics make each board unique. Get the 
most out of those moderate-wind days on 
the Epoxy Lite 9.9. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

Elliptical leading and trailing slalom foil 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: 

Kim Blrkenfeld, 109 pounds: Unlike 
some of the other giant slalom boards, the 
O'Brien 9.9 provided a faster, smoother 
ride at high speed through chop. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 
O'Brien’s super-stiff construction doesn't 
let anything slow it down. I had a lot of fun 
on this rock-solid board. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This is a 
big person's ultimate board. It gets going 
quickly enough, but can handle a lot of 
wind. The construction is unreal. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board's construction makes it incredibly 
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stiff and the board performs very well in its 
class. It is very easy to sail for such a big 
board. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

This is one of our favorite boards. It 
could be the best-made board in the 
entire test. The “I-beam” construction 
makes the nose of this board rock solid 
through chop, and therefore makes this 
board feel very fast and lively. The major¬ 
ity of the bulk of this board’s volume is up 
near the mast track, which will allow the 
rider to carry as big a sail as he would like. 
This also makes the board very stable for 

Vnu Swung 

Length: 9’10' 

Width: 22.75’ 

Weight w/straps: 23.2 lbs. 

Volume: 1351. 

Weight/volume ratio: . 17 Ibs./I. 

Stiffness: 211 lbs. for constant strain 

Stiffness/weight ratio: 9.1 

Bottom Shape: Double concave with 

tucked to hard rails 

Warranty: One year limited warranty 

Price: $1,099 

Construction: High-strength two-layer 
poly felt sandwich construction with a 
complete carbon liber wrap: an ’I-beam’ 
stringer molded through to the deck; rein¬ 
forcing wrap on the rails and around foot¬ 
straps. 


uphauling. 

The 9.9 gets planing fairly quickly, and 
it is very stable in lulls. Being out on this 
board when the wind dies is not too much 
of a problem, as it easily floats a 200- 
pound sailor if he moves up onto the 
beefier parts of the board. The drawn-out 
tail does give the board a nice top-end 
speed, though. 

This board also is excellent in the 
turns. It rolls into the jibe, and holds a rail 
well even in heavy chop. For such a large 
board, it was amazing that even our light¬ 
weight could control it in higher winds. 
Surprisingly, this board feels very fast 
For having as much bulk as it does, it has 
a great top end. Other aspects of the 
construction on this board are worth not¬ 
ing. The graphics are great, and the 
footpads are probably the nicest on the 
market. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

Once again, the O'Brien's weakest 
area was its non-skid. Luckily, this board 
had footpads to make up for this defi¬ 
ciency. One problem that can't be so 
easily repaired is that the track is too far 
forward to use with smaller sails or just 
higher aspect sails. Also, the nose on this 
board is extremely sharp and pointy, 
which serves no purpose as far as we 
could discern. With the aft section of this 
board fairly pulled in, the 9.9 does not 
glide through lulls exceptionally well. 

SUMMARY: 

Overall, this is an extremely impres¬ 
sive board. We feel it is tough enough for 
even the biggest guys to jump, and is 
versatile enough for any size sailor to 
enjoy. Its outline is not that of a traditional 
racing board—it is more of a teardrop 
shape, but nevertheless, this board could 
be raceable for a bigger sailor. 

This may be the best board for holding 
a really big sail. There is nothing in the 
design that would keep someone from 
having fun with a 7.0 on this in 10 to 12 
knots, this board is also equally at home 
in higher winds. It does great in roily, 
choppy waters, and if the track were 
pulled back we really think this board 
would let loose even more. 

The manufacturer designed this 
board to be responsive, easy to jibe, and 
stable—all of which they have accom¬ 
plished. But this board offers more than 
that: it is one of the most versatile, fun, fast 
big boards in the test. 

RACE RATING: 8.5 
FUN FACTOR: 9.5 


WINDRIDER 
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Perhaps the most versatile suit 
made. Features 3mm smooth 
skin farmer john for warmth and 
flexibility with durable urethane 
top. latex gaskets and reinforced 
knees. Wear thermal under¬ 
wear under top for extra warmth, 
or remove it for sailing in warmer 
conditions. (Cold to warm 
weather, cold to cool water) 
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O'Brien Epoxy Lite 9.9 


uphauling. 

The 9.9 gets planing fairly quickly, and 
it is very stable in lulls. Being out on this 
board when the wind dies is not too much 
of a problem, as it easily floats a 200- 
pound sailor if he moves up onto the 
beefier parts of the board. The drawn-out 
tail does give the board a nice top-end 
speed, though. 

This board also is excellent in the 
turns. It rolls into the jibe, and holds a rail 
well even in heavy chop. For such a large 
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Tune Into The Widest Selection, and 
The Best Prices In Windsurf Gear— 
Anywhere!!! 
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If you haven't been receiving our catal¬ 
ogs over the last six years, maybe it's 
time you dropped us a card to learn 
about all the latest from over: 


13 Different Board Lines 
6 Different Sail Lines 
1 8 Different Mast & Boom Lines 


Major Discounts on Direct 
Purchases and Closeouts 


Free Freight Programs 


Our New 5,000 Sq. Ft. 
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Gorge Store 

And Much More... 76 Pages! 
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Kim Birkenfeld, *109 pounds: Unlike 
some of the other giant slalom boards, the 
O'Brien 9.9 provided a faster, smoother 
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ride at high speed through chop. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: 
O’Brien's super-stiff construction doesn't 
let anything slow it down. I had a lot of fun 
on this rock-solid board. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This is a 
big person’s ultimate board. It gets go' n 9 
quickly enough, but can handle a lot of 
wind. The construction is unreal. 

Brlen Benedict, 206 pounds: This 
board's construction makes it incredibly 

Q1 


Length: 9'10’ 
Width: 22.75" 


Width: 2Z.ro 

Weight w/straps: 23.2 lbs. 

Volume: 1351. _.. . 

Weiflht/volume ratio: .I7lbs./1. 
Stiffness: 211 lbs. for constant strain 
stiffness/weight ratio: 9.1 
Bottom Shape: Double concave with 

Warran^^ One year limited warranty 
Prlcer^n 9 . Hj gh . streng th two-layer 
C0 , n8 flu sandwich construction with a 
P°'y ®“ Carbon fiber wrap; an "I-beam" 

complete cam t0 , he deck; rein . 

'on the rails and around foot¬ 
straps. 


--—. ^SrcTfor holding 

- Sally big sail. There is nothing in the 
design that would keep someone from 
having fun with a 7.0 on this in 10 to 12 
knots. This board is also equally at home 
in higher winds. It does great in roily, 
choppy waters, and if the track were 
pulled back we really think this board 
would let loose even more. 

hnJri e t«k anufacturer designed this 

SJ t0 b .f r ® s Ponsive, easy to jibe, and 

ihJo of whlch the v have accom- 

tttSln Ut ?? board 0,fers mor ® than 

So hni?i?- 0 i hem0StVerSatile ' fun ' fast 
big boards in the test. 


RACE RATING: 8.5 
FUN FACTOR: 9.5 
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Ronny Roll-Over Drysuit— 

Perhaps the most versatile suit 
made. Features 3mm smooth 
skin farmer john tor warmth and 
flexibility with durable urethane 
top. latex gaskets and reinforced 
knees Wear thermal under¬ 
wear under top for extra warmth, 
or remove it for sailing in warmer 
conditions (Cold to warm 
weather, cold to cool water) 
(RN01) Men’s 

(RN12)Women‘s $269 


OUR FAMOUS 

ACT-NOW 

BONUS 


$100 VALUE 


RECEIVE $100 
OFF ANY ONE 
OF THESE 
SUITS WITH 
YOUR NEXT 
BOARD PUR¬ 
CHASE FROM 
SAILBOARD 
WAREHOUSE 


Ronny 

Steamer— One- 
piece designed to 
permit minimum 
water entry. Ex¬ 
cellent for spring 
and autumn 
sailing. Features 
vulcanized seams, 
wide leg and arm 
cinch straps, 
4.0mm neoprene 
and nylon lining. 
(Cold weather & 
vvaferj_( RN03) 
$169 


Ronny Two-Piece 
Wetsuit— Separate 
john and jacket for ver¬ 
satility. Features 3mm 
top grade neoprene for 
optimum warmth and 
flexibility with leg and 
front zippers for ease of 
entry. Perfect for ex¬ 
tending your sailing 
season. 

(RN04) Men's 
(RN05) Women's $149 


pth Owasso Blv., St. Paul MN 55117 
'Telephone 612-482-9995 
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BOARD TESTS '90 

Seatrend 96 Course-Slalom 


R 



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

This board is designed with two types 
of sailing in mind. The first is light-air 
slalom racing for the sailor over 175 
pounds, and for the lighter sailor wanting 
to have super-early planing. The design 
maintains thickness flow and volume from 
the mast track back to the strap area. This 
allows you to carry a large sail and sup¬ 
ports your body weight with ease. The 
fuller tail dimension, coupled with an 
aggressive planing surface in the rocker, 
provides early planing and quick accel¬ 
eration to top-end speed. 

The second aspect of the design is 
course racing. For the sailor of above 
average weight, this design allows for 
aggressive racing in medium wind with 
the selection of the proper fin. The 96 
Course-Slalom design is focused on early 
planing and quick acceleration in light 
wind conditions. The hull is a full floater for 
a 200-pound or lighter sailor. Categori¬ 
cally, it is a light- to medium-air slalom 
board, or a medium air course design. 
Sail sizes range from 5.5 and up. 

RECOMMENDED FIN: 

13‘ Pointer 

TESTERS'COMMENTS: . _.. 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: This 

Seatrend stands out again as one of the 
best jibers in its field. This is a fine board 
for lightweights as well as for the big boys. 

PatLeMehaute.161 pounds: The 96 
is one of those user-friendly boards. It 
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jibes with ease and is very comfortable 
and controllable. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This is an 
excellent big board that is both raceable 
for experts and controllable for begin¬ 
ners. It is especially easy to jibe. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This is 
a good course-slalom board and an all- 
around board for a big person. It has a 


Vital Statistics 


Length: 96’ 

Width: 23- 

Weight w/straps: 22.4 lbs. 

Volume: 1361. 

Weight/volume ratio: .17 Ibs./l. 
Stiffness: 101 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 4.5 
Bottom Shape: Subtle quad to accelerat¬ 
ing vee 

Warranty: One year limited warranty 
Price: $1,095 

Construction: Epoxy II. The skin is a com¬ 
bination of various styles and weights of 
fiberglass in a foaming epoxy resin matrix. 
For the ultimate in lamination, this combina¬ 
tion is compressed at high pressure 
(40,000 lbs.) over the precision-milled EPS 
foam core and then post cured at high 
temperature, producing a skin with a high 
strength-to-weight ratio. A hybrid polyure¬ 
thane gelcoat is used in conjunction with 
linear polyurethane paint to produce a 
durable high-gloss finish. Fin- and mast- 
boxes are Chinook style, reinforced with 
wood and carbon. The finbox structure is 
bonded to the deck for maximum strength. 


very good top end for such a floaty board. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

This, the largest of the Seatrend mod¬ 
els for 1990, has many of the same attrib¬ 
utes as in the two smaller Seatrends. It is 
good upwind, and also an excellent jiber. 
While boards this big rarely have mind- 
blowing speed, we all felt the speed of the 
96 was above average, and certainly 
adequate for production racing. 

One of the best aspects of this 
Seatrend is how easy it is to sail—partly 
due to its volume distribution. The board 
has a good bit of volume in the tail area, 
which makes it plane through the turns 
easily and will give beginners a touch 
more time to complete their jibes. Staying 
back on the tail of this board does not 
automatically mean you are going to 
round up and fall. It is also relatively easy 
to get planing and back in the straps, 
even though the strap placement is ade¬ 
quately far back for racers to appreciate. 
This 96 is a very comfortable board. In 
chop, we found the board really stays on 
the water, and as the wind picks up, this 
big board still hangs in there. The inter¬ 
esting sculpted deck makes for comfort¬ 
able sailing both on long upwind beats 
and screaming downwind reaches. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

This board is so user-friendly that it’s 
difficult to criticize. If there were one thing 
we feel it could do better, it would be to 
accelerate more quickly. This board is 
just too heavy to shoot forward when the 
gusts hit, even though it does have a good 
weight-to-volume ratio. 

SUMMARY: 

Seatrend seems very meticulous in 
pinpointing what their boards do best. 
Once again, we are in full agreement with 
the manufacturer’s comments in describ¬ 
ing this board’s performance. One as¬ 
pect they overlooked, however, is what 
we feel this board does best, which is 
serve as the perfect entry-level 
shortboard for the ambitious sailor. We 
feel this board’s ability to get on a plane 
easily and excellent jibing ability will have 
the beginning and intermediate sailor 
progressing more quickly than ever. This 
is especially true for heavyweights, who 
will appreciate having the volume back in 
the tail. For the serious racer, Seatrend 
will be making a World Cup version of this 
board that reportedly will weigh an amaz¬ 
ing 16 pounds. Watch out for this one. 

RACE RATING: 8.5 
FUN FACTOR: 9.0 
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BOARD TESTS ’90 

West Wind SL 290 Light-Air Slalom 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The SL 290 is designed to excel in light 
to medium wind conditions. This "new 
generation” giant slalom board takes into 
consideration the average wind condi¬ 
tions found all too often throughout the 
world. The design criteria calls for large 
sail capacity, early planing characteris¬ 
tics, upwind performance, and speed, 
without sacrificing too much jibing capa¬ 
bility. The full range of sailor sizes and 
ability levels was also considered. Feed¬ 
back from team riders and West Wind 
board owners has inspired us to commit 
this board to production. 


RECOMMENDED FIN: 

12.5’ Pointer 


TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

Kim Birkenfeld, 109 pounds: As the 

West Wind 290 SL is the lightest and 
smallest board in the Giant Slalom group, 
it is also the most fun and most manage¬ 
able for a lightweight. 

Pat LeMehaute, 161 pounds: The 
West Wind 290 surprised me. A board 
this big usually doesn’t have such a good 
top end, but the 290 blazes. 

Tom James, 175 pounds: This is a 
great big board—it does just what it 
should. It is fast to plane, quick, goes 
upwind, and jibes easily. 

Brian Benedict, 206 pounds: This is 
a good board, but somewhat small for the 
bigger heavyweight. Its best aspect is its 
jibing ability. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

It’s a great feeling to hop on a big 
board with a big sail, and feel as though 
you are going as fast as you do on your 
smaller board. This is one giant board 
that we thought had break-away speed. 
No matter how windy it got, this board 
never really felt too big to go fast. The 290 
has good control at the high end, and is 
actually fun to jibe. Its rails are thin 
enough to bite in on a high-speed turn. 

We also enjoyed this board in light 
wind. Because it is so light and has the 
best weight-to-volume ratio in the group, 
this board got planing in next to nothing. 
Its acceleration is excellent, and it also 
goes through lulls like they don’t exist. 
Lightweight beginners and intermediates 
will find this one of the easier boards to get 
in the straps and get planing, because the 
straps are set forward to compensate for 
the narrow tail. It’s a definite racer for 
middle-weights to use in light wind, with 
some minor adjustment on the strap 
placement. 
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WHATWE DIDN'T LIKE: 

Where this board misses the mark is 
not in performance, but in construction. 
Granted, it is very light for its size, but it 
received low marks in stiffness and our 
testers thought the board felt “soft" under 
their feet after a few days’ sailing. For 
these reasons, the ride of this board does 
not feel lively or snappy. 

Other flaws we found were subtle. The 
nose rocker is flat, so the board tends to 
dive in heavy chop. Also, the deck shape 
is characteristically (for West Wind) too 
flat, which some of our team found un- 



Length: 9’5.5‘ 

Width: 23’ 

Weight w/straps: 20.1 lbs. 

Volume: 1241. 

Weight/volume ratio: .16 Ibs./l. 

Stiffness: 66 lbs. for constant strain 
Stiffness/weight ratio: 3.3 
Bottom Shape: Quad concave with plan¬ 
ing rails 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,095 

Construction: Dual-stage molding: stage 
one—low-density polyurethane core struc¬ 
turally reinforced with honeycomb sand¬ 
wich; stage two—multi-layered, seamless 
epoxy skin using a thermoset vacuum bag 
molding system. Satin epoxy finish to 
enhance laminar flow and durability. 


comfortable. Predictably, this thin, 
drawn-out board was least appreciated 
by our heavyweight, who found the board 
somewhat tipsy, and not as good in get¬ 
ting planing. Since the nose is narrow, 
this board is not too easy to tack, nor is this 
the best board to learn jibes on as the 
planform is drawn out. If you lose your 
speed through the turn at all, the 290 will 
fall off a plane. 

SUMMARY: 

This is anew shape for West Wind, and 
it is easily the best giant slalom board they 
have ever produced. Even though there 
are certain things about this board we do 
not love, its speed, acceleration, and 
quickness to plane make up for it. This 
board is somewhat different than most of 
the giants in that it is not necessarily best 
suited for the heavyweight. We feel this 
board is best for a middle- or lightweight 
who needs to sail in light to moderate 
winds with big sails. It is designed to 
plane early, but does not have too much 
flotation, and it sails "smaller” than it is. 
The rocker line has a kick in the center of 
the board, and goes flat at the straps. We 
even measured some negative rocker in 
front of the fins. Combine these features 
with the forward-set straps and you've got 
the 290 up and planing in next to nothing. 

RA« RATING: 9.0 

or 
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MAST TEST 
UPDATE 

By Pat LeMehaute 


F or the past couple of years, there has 
been a subtle change going on in the 
mast and sail industries: They've been 
gradually converting from one mast-test¬ 
ing method to another. 

You can see the difference on mast 
and sail labels—the older DIN mast test 
and stiffness numbers are now being 
replaced or combined with the newer 
MCS (Mast Check System) figures. Now 
you may see something like "DIN 7.4, 
MCS FlexTop 3-4/29,” which should make 
it perfectly clear what type of mast it is and 
which sails it will fit...right? 

Unfortunately, but understandably, it 
seems that most consumers are embrac¬ 
ing this new system much as Americans 
have swallowed the metric system—with 
little enthusiasm and much confusion. 
When confronted with an MCS stiffness 
coefficient of 26, say, sailors are more apt 
to try to convert it to the DIN system—the 
way we try to convert meters to feet—than 
try to see the figure in a new light. But just 
as the metric system is more logical and 
easier to use, so is the MCS system, and 
whether you like it or not, it's going to 
replace the DIN. 

DIN SHORTCOMINGS 

Perhaps the best way to show the 
advantages of the MCS over the DIN 
system is to examine how they were 
developed. 

In the early '80s, when the DIN was 
developed, the primary criterion for match¬ 
ing a mast with a sail was stiffness. The 
way the mast bent was not a great issue. 
Sailmakers at that time were too busy 


refining and tuning the newly developed 
RAFs and camber-induced sails to worry 
about proper mast bends. Still, the impor¬ 
tance of having the correct mast stiffness 
for a sail was clear, and the DIN test was 
developed and accepted as a standard. 

In this test, the mast is supported hori¬ 
zontally at the base and boom level, and 
a weight is connected to the tip of the 
mast. The distance the mast tip deflects 
(moves from its original position) is 
plugged into a conversion equation, and 
yields a stiffness coefficient—typically 
ranging from 6.6 for a very soft mast to 7.8 
for a very stiff one. 

Later in the '80s, when mast aware¬ 
ness was becoming more of an issue, 
sailmakers and mast manufacturers rec¬ 
ognized some primary shortcomings of 
the DIN test. For one thing, it didn't take 
into account the mast’s length. 

For another, it didn’t tell you where the 
mast bent. This had become an important 
piece of information to a sailor wanting to 
match a mast with a sail. Two schools of 
thought had developed among sailmakers 
as to what was the best bend for a mast. 
Some were convinced that masts that 
bend more at the top work better and give 
the sails a bigger wind range. Others 
were sure that masts that bend evenly 
throughout are the better choice. 

As a result, two types of sails were 
being made (and this is still the case): 
some for constant curve masts, and oth¬ 
ers for flex-top masts. So the way a mast 
bent was important for a consumer to 
know, but the DIN test didn't reveal it. 

The MCS test, developed three years 


Wave sailors such as Hass Jalwnarkt find that soft fiberglass masts with constant bend 
characteristics work well with surf sails. 
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Looking at all the categories and 
numbers can be overwhelming 


ING Th I 
Test 


T he MCS test is very simple and can 
easily be performed by anyone in his 
own backyard or garage. The procedure 
(promoted by Fiberspar) is as follows: 

1. Measure the total mast length in milli¬ 
meters. 

2. Mark the mast 50 millimeters up from 
the base (base point) and 50 millimeters 
down from the tip (tip point). These are the 
two positions at which the mast will be sup¬ 
ported during the deflection test. 

3. Determine the Mast Deflection Length. 
It is equal to the total length of the mast less 
100 mm (50 mm for each end of the mast). 

4. Divide the Mast Deflection Length by 
four to determine the distance between 
measurement points. 

5. Mark the mast at the following points: 

• Quarter Point—Base point plus quarter 
deflection length. 

• Half Point—halfway between the base 
and tip points. 

• Three-Quarter Point—Tip point minus 
quarter deflection length. 

6. Support the mast at the base and tip 
points. Any type of supports can be used as 
long as they are at the same level (so the 
mast stays horizontal), and they do not move 
when the weight is added (they will tend to 
move towards each other as the mast flexes). 
Generally, the preferred method of support 
is to mount supports on a wall at the base 
and tip points. 

7. Determine a reference line. A fishing 
string or a thin line stretched between the 
base point and the tip point is one way to do 
it. The floor may also be used as a reference 
line. If the mast is mounted on a wall, a line 
can be drawn from the top of the mast at the 
base point to the top of the mast at the tip 
point. 

8. Measure the vertical distance be¬ 
tween the reference line and the quarter, 
half, and three-quarter points on the mast 
with no weight on the mast. This is important 
because different masts sag to different 
degrees depending on their weights. 

9. Hang 30 kilograms (66 pounds) on the 
mast at the half point and re-measure the 
vertical distance at the quarter, half, and 
three-quarter points. 

10. Tabulate the results: 

A. Determine the net deflections 
at the three measured points by subtracting 
the deflection with no weight from the 
weighted one. 

B. Determine the base and tip 
stiffness percentages by separately divid¬ 
ing the net deflections at the quarter and 
three-quarter points by the deflection at the 
half point, and multiplying each by 100. 

C. Determine the overall stiffness 
by dividing the Mast Deflection Length by 
the deflection at the half point. 

If you doeverything right, you will end up 
with three numbers—a base stiffness per¬ 
centage, a tip stiffness percentage, and an 
overall stiffness coefficient. » 

H___ 
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ago, not only gives a stiffness coefficient 
for a mast, but describes exactly how a 
mast will bend—whether it is a constant 
curve, a flex top, or somewhere in be¬ 
tween. 

THE MCS TEST 

In the MCS test, a mast is supported at 
the base and tip, then a 30-kilogram weight 
is hung in the middle. The deflections of 
the mast at the one-quarter, one-half, and 
three-quarters positions are measured, 
and the results are used to determine the 
bend curve, base stiffness, tip stiffness, 
and overall stiffness of the mast (see the 
box, "Performing The MCS Test," for more 
details). 

More specifically, the MCS test yields 
three numbers that describe the mast’s 
characteristics—the base percentage, tip 
percentage, and the stiffness coefficient. 
The base percentage typically varies from 
62, for masts that are very stiff in the base, 
to 79, for masts that are quite soft. The tip 
percentage generally varies from 73, for a 
very stiff top, to 82, for a very flexible top. 

These two numbers—when measured 
together—determine the bend of the mast. 
Depending on their percentage numbers, 
bases and tips are classified as either low, 
medium, high, or extra hard in stiffness 
(see the MCS Guidelines chart below for 
the specific percentages). 

Here are the basic rules: 

• If both the base and the tip are in the 
same category, then the mast is a con - 
stant curve . 

• If the top is one category higher than 


Mast Stiffness Categories 

Less than 20 
21-25 
26-30 
31-35 

Greater than 35 


the base, then it is a hard-top mast. 

• If the top is one category lower than 
the base, the mast is a flex-top. 

• If the top is two categories lower, it is 
a super-flex top. 

While this system yields four different 
types of mast bends, some manufactur¬ 
ers group both the hard-tops and con¬ 
stant curves into one category—constant 
curves. Likewise, the flex and super-flex 
tops are sometimes grouped into the cate¬ 
gory of flex tops. 

So much for the curves. How about 
the stiffness of the mast itself? The MCS 
coefficients measuring stiffness typically 
vary from 20 for very soft masts to 35 for 
very stiff masts (see chart for more de¬ 
tails). Depending on the number, masts 
are given designations from "Category 
One" for extra soft, through "Category 
Five" for extra stiff. 

While there is no direct conversion 
from the DIN to the MCS stiffness meas¬ 
urements, masts with DINs in the 6.5 to 7.0 
range roughly correspond to MCSs in the 
20 to 25 area; DINs in the 7.0 to 7.5 range 
generally equate to MCSs in the 25 to 30 
range; and the 7.5 to 8.0 DINs correspond 
to the 30 to 35 MCSs. 

While the MCS test and guidelines 
make deciding mast/sail compatibility a 
more exact science for the consumer, 
looking at all the categories and numbers 
can be overwhelming. To make matters 
worse, manufacturers do not always pres¬ 
ent the results in the same format. 

For instance, one company calls its 
mast a flex-top 3-4 (medium to stiff), 


1 extra soft 

2 soft 

3 medium 

4 stiff 

5 extra stiff 
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Bending Categories 

BASE 

Deflection Stiffness 

Category 


TOP 

Deflection 


Stiffness 

Category 


62-63% 

64-65% 

66-67% 

68-69% 


EXTRA 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


73-74% 

75-77% 

78-80% 

81-82% 


EXTRA 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

LOW 


Full-Mast Bending Categories 

HARD-TOP—Base category one category lower than the top. 
CONSTANT-CURVE—Both categories the same. 

FLEX-TOP—Base category one category higher than the top. 
SUPER-FLEX—Base category two or more categories higher than the top. 











3 STEPS 
TO FREE 
INFO! 

Here’s an easy way 
to get more informa¬ 
tion on the products 
and places you’ve 
seen advertised in 
WindRider. Follow 
these three easy 
steps... and material 
will be sent directly 
to you from the 
manufacturers and 
destinations. 

1 . Tear out one of 
the perforated cards 
and print your name 
and address where 
indicated. 

2. Circle all the 
numbers on the card 
that correspond to 
numbers on ads that 
interest you. Circle 
as many numbers as 
you like. 

3. Stamp and mail 
the card.* 

• Mow six weeks tor response. 


FREE INFO 


Name 

Address 



frit UTOTS uaon; nmxnc tuus* 


0 


City/State/Zip 
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1 . Where did you buy this copy of WindRider? 

□ Subscription □ Windsurfing shop 

□ Newsstand □ Someone else’s copy 

□ Received through a special offer. □ Other- 


2 Are you a_consumer or_retailer? 

3. Are you planning to buy any windsurfing equipment in the next 
12 months? □ Yes □ No 

4 Are you planning to take a windsurfing vacation in the next 12 
months? □ Yes □ No 


SUBSCRIBE! 

And SAVE over 40% off the annual newsstand price. 
□ YES! Send me 1 year (8 issues) for just $13.97 


and bill me. 


Please allow 4*6 weeks for delivery. In Canada, add $5 lor postage. Ail other 
foreign countries add $10. U.S. funds only. Basse rate. 8 issues $13.97 

BRODRA 
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III.III..I.I..I.U.I.I..UM....I.IM.I 

too: 

Glass Carbon -- — - _ ___ 

Heavy Duty Carbon 15'5’ 6.8 64 79 F 26 $180 

B=base deflection (%) T=tip deflection (%) C=mast category: constant curve (C) flex-top (F) super-flex-top (SF) S=stiffness coefficient 


another calls its similar mast an SF 29.4, 
and another simply gives the raw num¬ 
bers: 62 percent, 82 percent, 30. 

While each of these formats repre¬ 
sents roughly the same type of mast, you 
would have to constantly refer to the MCS 
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guidelines to figure it out. confusion. 

Perhaps one day all sail and mast In any case, the MCS test as ner- 
manuf acturers will simply present the raw formed by WindRider presents both the 
numbers without the categories. That numbers and the categories for unnr 
way, everyone will be able to fit the masts comparison and comprehension uHL 
and sails together exactly, and with less MCS Chart above). nprenension (see 
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99 100101 102103104 105106107108109110111 112113114 115116117 118 119 120121 122 123124125126127 128129130131 132 
133134135136137138139140141 142143144145146147148149150151 152153 154 155156157158 159 160161 162 163 164 165 166 
167168169170171 172173174175176177178179 180181 182183184 185186187188189190191 192193194 195196197198 199 200 
201 202 203 204 205 206 207 208 209 210 211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 220 221 222 223 224 225 226 227 228 229 230 231 232 233 234 
235 236 237 238 239 240 241 242 243 244 245 246 247 248 249 250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258 259 260 261 262 263 264 265 266 267 


1. Where did you buy this copy of WindRider? 

□ Subscription □ Windsurfing shop 

□ Newsstand □ Someone else’s copy 

□ Received through a special offer. □ Other_ 

2. Are you a_consumer .or_retailer? 


SUBSCRIBE! 

And SAVE over 40% off the annual newsstand price. 

YES! Send me 1 year (8 issues) for just $13.97 
and bill me. 


1 . Tear out one o 
the perforated card: 
and print yournarru 
and address when 
indicated 

2. Circle all th< 
numbers on thi 
card that corre 
spond to number: 
on ads that interes 
you. Circle as man; 
numbers as yoi 
like 

3. Stamp and mai 
the card. 


* Allow six weeks for respons. 


3. Are you planning to buy any windsurfing equipment in the next 
12 months? □ Yes □ No 

Are you planning to take a windsurfing vacation in the next 12 
months? □ Yes □ No 


, Jeflection with n" 
flighted one. . . ,. 

B. Determine the base and tip 
itiffness percentages by separately divid- 
ng the net deflections at t ^ e , l qu t arte ^ a " d 
hree-quarter points by the deflect'onat the 
alf point, and multiplying each by 100. 

C Determine the overall stiffness 

(y dividing 'the Mast Deflection Length by 
le deflection at the half point. 

If you doeverything right, youw.ll endup 
rith three numbers-a base sbtfnesspe 
entage. a tio stif '"** 5 and an 


Please allow 4*6 weeks (or delivery. In Canada, add S5 for postage. All other 
foreign countries add $10. U.S funds only. Basic rale. 8 issues $13.97 


BR0DRB 


HARD-TOP—Base category one category lower than the top. 
CONSTANT-CURVE—Both categories the same. 

FLEX-TOP—Base category one category higher than the top. 
SUPER-FLEX—Base category two or more categories higher than the top. 


Mast Stiffness Categories 

Less than 20 
21-25 
26-30 
31-35 

Greater than 35 


extra soft 
soft 

medium 

stiff 

extra stiff 
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MCS Chart 




MAST 

Length 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

B 

T 

C 

s 

Price 

Comments 


Fiberspar 

Blue World Cup/25 

15'1" 

39 

62 

82 

SF 

26 

$370 

Blues also available in 


Blue World Cup/30 

15'1" 

4.3 

63 

82 

SF 

32 

$370 

15’9' and two-piece. 


Red World Cup/25 

15*1" 

4.1 

64 

77 

C 

26 

$370 

Reds available in 14'1' & 


Red World Cup/30 

15*V 

4.1 

64 

76 

C 

30 

$370 

15'9" and two-piece. 


World Cup Wave 

15'1" 

4 7 

63 

77 

F 

25 

$370 

Two-piece. 


Neil Pryde 

Red Carbon 60 

14T 

4.2 

64 

76 

C 

30 

$315 



Yellow Carbon 60 

15*r 

4.1 

64 

76 

C 

30 

$325 



Green Carbon 60 

15'9’ 

4.4 

65 

76 

c 

32 

$342 



Powerex 

Red Flex Top 

15'0' 

4.4 

61 

83 

SF 

27 

$298 

Both bends avail, in soft, 


Green Const. Curve 

15'0' 

4.5 

64 

77 

C 

33 

$315 

medium & hard stiffness. 


KC Fiber 








Other available lines: Wave 


Maui Power Wave 

15’0" 

5.5 

66 

80 

C 

25 

$247 

Lite, Speed Lite. Slalom 

1 

Slalom Light 

15'3‘ 

4.7 

66 

78 

C 

29 

$292 

Plus. Slalom Carbon, Speed Carbon. 

1 

North 

Dynamic Speed AL 

15'3' 

6.0 

64 

81 

SF 

30 

$215 


1 

i 

with Carbon Top 

14'6" 

5.3 

62 

83 

SF 

32 

$189 

Top only. 


Space Tech 

15*3" 

6.4 

64 

79 

F 

27 

$299 



Vario Sport EPX 

15'3" 

67 

65 

82 

SF 

24 

$159 



Heavy Duty EPX 

15*3" 

7.8 

65 

82 

SF 

26 

$199 



Welchart 

Titanal 465 

15'3" 

6.2 

65 

80 

F 

31 

$239 

One- or two-piece 


Race 465 

15'3’ 

5.3 

64 

78 

F 

26 

$223 

available. 


Race 485 

i5'ir 

6.0 

65 

77 

C 

26 

$239 



Race 500 

16'5" 

6.2 

65 

77 

C 

26 

$257 



Vario 3 (short) 

14T 

6.1 

64 

79 

F 

31 

$219 



(extended) 

16'0' 


63 

82 

SF 

22 




Serfiac 

Sport 

15'3" 

5.7 

65 

82 

SF 

25 

$179 



Spot 

15'11“ 

5.6 

66 

78 

C 

25 

$218 



Super Spot 

15*11' 

5.5 

66 

80 

C 

27 

$248 



Pro Light 

15'5" 

5.1. 

64 

85 

SF 

28 

$278 



Pro 

16*9' 

6.0 

65 

82 

SF 

28 

$299 



Pro Long 

17'9" 

6.7 

63 

84 

SF 

26 

$328 



Tyroplast 

Speed 

157" 

6.1 

63 

79 

SF 

27 

$181 

One- or two-piece 


Pro 

15T 

6.1 

65 

82 

SF 

24 

$124 

available. 


Sport 

15'3" 

5.7 

70 

86 

C 

23 

$112 



Wave 

15*3' 

5.8 

64 

81 

SF 

24 

$120 



Super Wave 

15T 

6.4 

66 

80 

C 

26 

$160 



Slalom 

157- 

5.9 

65 

78 

F 

24 

$196 



Kilwell 

Speed Carbon 

. 15*3" 

4.3 

61 

89 

SF 

22 

$300 



Maui Mast 

CC 300 

15*0" 

4.6 

64 

76 

C 

33 

$325 

Four different stiffnesses 
available in CC line.Three 
different flex tops available. 


A.R.T. 

Glass Carbon 

15'5" 

5.6 

64 

81 

SF 

29 

$195 

Two-piece available. 


Heavy Duty Carbon 

15'5" 

6.8 

64 

79 

F 

26 

$180 



B=base deflection (%) 

T=tip deflection (%) 

C=mast category: constant curve (C) flex-top (F) super-flex-top (SF) S=stiffness coefficient 

t 


another calls its similar mast an SF 29.4, 
and another simply gives the raw num¬ 
bers: 62 percent, 82 percent, 30. 

While each of these formats repre¬ 
sents roughly the same type of mast, you 
would have to constantly refer to the MCS 
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guidelines to figure it out. 

Perhaps one day all sail and mast 
manufacturers will simply present the raw 
numbers without the categories. That 
way, everyone will be able to fit the masts 
and sails together exactly, and with less 


confusion. 

In any case, the MCS test as per¬ 
formed by WindRider presents both the 
numbers and the categories for your 
comparison and comprehension (see 
MCS Chart above). v . 
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Mast/Sail Compatmut 

SAIL 

RECOMMENDED MASTS MAST CURVE 


Neil Pryde 

10.0-7.5 

Pryde Carbon 60 (green label) 

Constant 

7.0-55 

Pryde Carbon 60 (yellow label) 

Constant 

5.0-3 5 

Pryde Carbon 60 (red label) 

Constant 

Gaastra 

10.0-6.4 

Gaastra World Cup Carbon 

Flex top 

6.4-4.4 

Gaastra Race Carbon 

Flex top 

4.4-3.9 

Gaastra Wave 

Flex top 

Wind Wing 

9.3-83 

Fiberspar 5 meter 

Constant 

7.5-68 

Fiberspar Blue 480 or Serfiac 

Pro Light (with 4’ cut off top) 

Flex top 

6.2 

Powerex Medium Slalom (green) 

Constant 

5 7-5.2 

Powerex Medium Slalom or Serfiac Spot 

Constant 

4.7-3.7 

Freedom Maui 

Serfiac Sport. Fiberspar Red 430, 
or Powerex Soft Slalom 

Flex/Constant 


All sizes 

Waddell 

93-8.5 

78-5.2 

4.7 

North 

8 . 2 - 6.6 
6.0-5.0 

4.5- 4.0 

Aerotech 

11.0-9.0 

7.5- 5.8 
5.2-4.5 

Gun Sails 

8.5- 5.4 
5.9-4.6 


Calvert 

10 . 0 - 8.0 

7.2-5.0 

4.5-3.5 


Fiberspar Red/25 

Constant 

Fiberspar 5 Meter 

Fiberspar Blue/30 

Fiberspar Red/25 

Constant 
Flex top 
Constant 

Dynamic Speed AL 

Dynamic Speed AL, 245 Carbon or epoxy top 
Dynamic Speed AL, 220 Carbon or epoxy top 

Flex top 
Flex top 
Flex top 

Serfiac Pro or Pro Long 

Fiberspar Blue/30 

Fiberspar Blue/25 

Flex top 
Flex top 
Flex top 

Powerex Hard Slalom (green) or Gun Carbon 
Powerex Medium Slalom (green) or 

Weichart Race 465 

Constant 

Constant 

Serfiac Pro or Pro Long 

Fiberspar Blue/30 or Serfiac 

Super Spot 

Fiberspar Red/25 

Flex top 
Flex top 

Constant 


MAST AND SAIL 
COMPAUBILTIY: 

Why It’s So 
Important 

by Pat LeMehaute 
with Bruce Peterson 

P roper mast and sail compatibility is a 
key requirement to attaining the maxi¬ 
mum performance potential from a 
windsurfing rig. A mismatched sail and 
mast will feel heavy, unresponsive, or 
spongy. 

Most sailmakers are putting consider¬ 
able thought into the proper combina¬ 
tions, and usually state clearly the proper 
mast curve and stiffness for a particular 
sail. Many sailmakers produce their own 
range of masts to make the decision even 
clearer. However, there exist many differ¬ 
ent sail brands and styles and a large 
selection of masts to accompany them. 

A mismatched 
sail and mast 
will feel heavy, 
unresponsive, or 
spongy 



Racers depend on the proper match of sail 
and mast to maximize their performances. 
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Since most sailors purchase and assemble 
their rigs from individual components, it's 
helpful to know some of the characteris¬ 
tics of mast and sail compatibility so you 
can match the appropriate components. 

THE MAST 

The mast is the key source of internal 
tension in the sail. As such, the mast is the 
starting point of any good sail design. The 
type of mast is first selected, then the type 
of curve is selected, then the amount of 
tension required is computed. The most 
common system for determining the bend 
and stiffness characteristics of a mast is 
the MCS, or mast check system. There 
are many ways to make such a test, but 


the result determines the relationship be¬ 
tween the type and depth of a curve and 
the resultant load applied to create that 
curve. 

How the tension is distributed is deter¬ 
mined by the sail designer specific to 
each design application. Typically, a 
properly rigged RAF sail will have a large 
portion of the mast load directed around 
the perimeter of the sail, which is recog¬ 
nizable by the need forouthaul tension. At 
the other end of the spectrum is the speed 
or race sail, which requires little or no 
outhaul tension, signifying that all the mast 
load is being directed down the luff of 
the sail. Each method has appropriate 
applications, but both techniques are 
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Chart For Cambered Race Sails 



SAIL 


RECOMMENDED 



Hot Sails 

85-6.0 
5 4-3.8 


Top Sails 

All sizes 

U.P. Sails 

7.8 

72-6.0 

5.5- 4.1 

Simmer Style 

All sizes 

Windsurfing Hawaii 

70-6.0 

5.5- 4.0 

A.R.T. 

92-6.8 

6.2- 5.0 

4.5- 3.5 

Mistral 

8 . 2 - 66 

5.9- 4.6 

Rushwind 

7.2-5.1 

3.9- 4.5 

Northwave 

7.5- 5.5 
5.0 

5.0-3.0 


Multi-Sail 

8.0-6.4 

57-2.8 


Fiberspar Red/30 or Serfiac Spot 
Fiberspar Red/30 or 25 (depending 
on sailor's weight) or Serfiac Sport 


Any constant curve with DIN 7.4-7.8 


Serfiac Pro . 
Serfiac Super Spot 
Serfiac Spot 


Any constant cun/e with MCS 30 


Any constant curve/DIN 7.2-7.5 
Any slightly flex top/Din 7.2-7.5 


A.R.T. Racing Pro 
A.R.T. Glass Carbon 
A.R.T. Heavy Duty Carbon 


Equipe Pro 
Equipe Slalom 


Fiberspar Blue/30 
Fiberspar Red/30 


Powerex Stiff, Fiberspar 
Powerex Medium 
Powerex Soft 

Two different race lines available 
for either flex tops or constants 


Powerex stiff/medium or Serfiac Super Spot 
Powerex medium or Serfiac Spot 


Constant 

Constant 


Constant 


Flex top 

Constant 

Constant 


Constant 


Constant 

Flex/Constant 


Flex top 
Flex top 
Flex top 


Flex top 
Flex top 


Flex top 
Constant 


Flex/Constant 

Rex/Constant 

Rex/Constant 


Constant 

Constant 


26-30 

25-30 


25-30 


28 

27 

25 


30 


25-30 

25-30 


29 

29 

26 


29-30 

20-25 


30 

30 


30-33 

29 

25 


27-33 

25-29 


Note: This chart is for cambered race sails only. For other types of sails, such as recreational, RAF, or wave sails, consult 
the sail manufacturer or your local dealer, as most of them already have their own charts and mast recommendations. 
Additionally, the stiffness recommendations are usually intended for an average-sized sailor weighing around 150 to 160 
pounds. Sailors who weigh in the low 100s should consider using a softer mast (with the same curve) than what is 
recommended. The opposite is true for sailors who weigh close to 200 pounds. 


determined by the nature of the luff curve. 

When sailmakers talk of mast and sail 
compatibility, they’re referring specifically 
to how the bend characteristics of the 
mast match the luff curve of the sail. The 
critical curve on the sail will vary depend¬ 
ing on the type of sail and construction. 
On most camber-induced sails that incor¬ 
porate a two-piece luff pocket, the luff 
curve is the most critical seam at the front 
of the mast. On RAF type sails, which have 
a single-piece sock, the front edge of the 
luff panel is the critical curve. 

WRONG CURVE 

When the curve of the mast is incom¬ 
patible with the curve of the sail, there are 
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visual clues. Obviously, the more drastic 
the incompatibility, the more deformed the 
resultant shape. 

When the mast is too stiff in the head 
(putting a hard-top or constant-curve mast 
into a flex-top or super-flex-top luff curve), 
the tip area of the sail will be very tight. Also 
indicative of a tip that’s too stiff is the deep 
pocket of draft that forms right behind the 
mast in the tip area. The luff pocket will 
tend to be loose or show excess cloth in 
front of the mast in the tip area. 

When the mast tip is too soft for the luff 
curve (putting a flex-top or super-flex-top 
mast into a luff curve cut for a constant- 
curve or hard-top mast), the tip area of the 
sail will be loose and floppy. The sail body 


will come off the mast from behind and 
have little or no draft behind the mast in 
the head area. The mast will also lie tight 
against the front of the luff pocket in the 
upper portions of the luff sock. 

WRONG STIFFNESS 

When the stiffness of the mast is in¬ 
compatible, the evidence is usually easy 
to see. If the mast is too soft, the tip area 
of the sail will not be well-tensioned. When 
pumped on the beach, the sail will have a 
soft, spongy feel. The draft in the sail will 
be flattened out and pulled back from the 
mast. This side effect will cause rotation 
problems in camber-induced sails, as a 
mast that’s too soft will pull back the 
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TWO SAILS IN ONE! 


MULTI 


OR WRITE TO 

MULTI-SAIL. 1775 WHITTIER AVE. 
COSTA MESA. CALIFORNIA 92627 
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If you have the 
recommended 
mast for the sail, 
then chances 
are you won't 
need to fine-tune 
your mast 


camber inducers, thus preventing proper 
rotation. 

A mast that's too stiff pulls the draft 
forward and deepens the section. This 
scenario destroys the low-end power of 
the sail by over-tensioning the rig and 
impeding twist. It can, however, improve 
the extreme top end for heavy sailors who 
like to load up their sails with too much 
wind! 

FINE-TUNING 

If you have the recommended mast for 
the sail, then chances are you won't need 
to fine-tune your mast. If, however, you're 
using a mast that's a different brand, 
stiffness, or curve, then you may have to 
improve its fit in the sail. This can be done 
by either cutting and/or extending it at the 
base or tip. While the end result may not 
be as perfect as it would if you had the 
recommended mast, it will certainly im¬ 
prove the performance of the sail without 
emptying your wallet. 

The rules for altering your mast char¬ 
acteristics are fairly simple. Cutting off 
the tip (and using more base extension) 
will make the top stiffer and increase the 
mast’s overall stiffness. Cutting off the 
base (and using a tip extension) will do 
the opposite. The mast will become a flex 
top, but it will decrease the overall stiff¬ 
ness. 

If you have a sail with an adjustable 
head cap, you may not even have to alter 
the mast. By simply shortening the head- 
cap strap and putting the sail higher on 
the mast, you'll achieve the same results 
as cutting the base and using a tip exten¬ 
sion. The opposite applies for lowering 
the sail on the mast. 

In any case, if you do have to fine-tune 
your mast, and especially if you have to 
cut it, do so in increasingly small incre¬ 
ments. Try cutting one or two inches off 
first and then re-rigging. If it still doesn't 
look right, take a little more off and re-rig 
again. But take it easy: The last thing you 
want to do is go from one extreme to the 
other. , 
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Aruba—The Windy 

Want to go to Aruba but don't know] 
us put an end to your confusion! j 
We know the spots and can match j 
with the ideal resort. 




W] 

ARUBA • ANTIGUA • BONAI 






• •• 


Whether you're a complete novice or a seasoned pro, 
TheWindRiderTravelDeskcanpicktheperfectboardsail- 
ingspotforyou. Andwe'Umakeallthearrangements— 
from flights to board rental to accommodations. 


• Call To Make Reservations For The^tjagtic 
Surfsailing Championships on Puerto F®" 
April 7-15,1990. 


•AskAboutTheWindRiderlnstructionalClinics 
and Race Camps Featuring Top Pros 


Travel 


WindRia 
For details call us at 80(1 


mco.vi R 4 , S 0,dom1n1ca n™uc 

POBox2731,WintttPatk,tl 32790 













CATCHING THE BEST OF H: 

THE 1990 VELA-O’NEILL 
BAJA CHAMPIONSHIPS 


by Eric Sanford 


y 
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* 
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he winter of 1989/90 will not go down in the history books as 
one of the windiest in Baja’s history. December saw only a 
handful of over-15-knot days, and the usual band of winter 
windsurfing pilgrims made do with fishing 
expeditions and campfire sessions during 
which the tales of valor grew even longer. But 
the month saw little sailing. 

So as January—and the annual Baja race at the 
Vela Highwind Center—rolled around, it was time for a 
change. The event serves as an annual meeting for the 
faithful, who know that Baja is one of the most reliable spots 
on earth for winter winds. 

Above: The women racers ceme to Baje from as far away as the Gorge, San Francisco, and Maui to 
compete in the Vela-O’Neill Baja Championships during the second week of January. 

Right: Los Barriles, race site and home of the Vela Highwind Center, ^ 

during the winter months, when the El Norte winds usher in a variety of sailing conditions. 
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The 70 competitors took part in 13 races during three 12- to 22-knot 
days. 


The faithful: a small but fiercely com¬ 
petitive group of old goats who spend 
their winters camped on the beaches 
near Los Barriles, training on their slalom 
boards every day. Starting in November, 
they set up elaborate camps, complete 
with board and sail racks just yards from 
the beach. In each camp are a few of the 
hardcore, some of whom have been 


coming to Baja to 
windsurf for 10 
years. The talk is 
all windsurfing: fin 
designs, board 
shapes, and mast 
stiffness. 

Ostensibly, 
they’re here for rest 
and relaxation; in 
reality they're here 
for only one reason: 
to compete forking 
of thehill. ..shredder 
of the slalom 
course... master of 
the downwind run. 
Not so much to 
blow away the out¬ 
siders, mind you, as 
to establish once 
and for all who’s the 
best of the full-time 
snowbirds who are 
in Los Barriles for 
the winter. 

Last year the competition got so fierce 
that two racers who had been neck and 
neck for the whole week got into quite a 
stew when one jumped off his board and 
tackled the other, dismantling his univer¬ 
sal in the process—during one of the 
heats, no less! 

If you can’t beat ’em, break 'em, I 
guess. Protest! 


NEW YEAR, NEW ATTITUDE 

But this year was mellower. First of all, 
the lack of wind didn’t allow the beach 
bums to get much chance to practice 
before the race—in other words, to get all 
heated up. Second, many of them had 
more than racing on their minds: They 
were buying land in Baja and building 
houses—progressing from their second 
childhoods into their second adulthoods. 

As the out-of-towners began to roll in, 
filling up the hotel at the Baja Highwind 
Center, the nuevo Jocals took it all in stride, 
slouching back on their three-wheeler 
beach buggies, loaded down with rigged 
sails, towing custom board trailers filled 
with boards. Hats were pulled down to 
shade their crusty brown faces. 

Just like clockwork the wind started 
blowing the day before I arrived. "Best 
day of the season,’’ the beach bums said 
as I unpacked my pile of gear. "Too bad 
you missed it." 

The next day, the day before the race 
began, it blew even harder. The locals 
and visitors all got spanked as the fierce 
Baja winds made rigging anything larger 
than a 4.2 a risk to life and limb. Slalom 
boards were out of the question. Best of 
all, the rugged shorebreak made launch¬ 
ing a real experience, since a recent 
hurricane had swept much of the beach 
out into the Sea of Cortez. 

The women were ready. Cat Betts 
came down from San Francisco, Kim Birk- 
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Visiting Baja residents take a break, adjust equipment, and plot 
strategies while waiting for their heats. 


enfeld ventured over from Maui, and Kay 
Kucera drove all the way from Hood River. 
Local hotshot Cindy Grey was ready to 
take them on. She hadn’t gotten in much 
practice in the past couple of months, but 
racing is as much in the head as in the 
body, and she was indeed ready. 

Aside from two-time past winner Nevin 
Sayre, Paul Coutts, and Brian Caserio, 
most of the pros were either first-time or 
part-time. As it turned out, the size of the 
pro field—10—was just right to make it 
fun for them all, keeping protests and 
problems to a minimum. 

Since this race was billed as the Mas¬ 
ters Championships, there were lots of 
over-30s around. There were so many, in 
fact, that they were divided into three 
categories: the Junior Masters (30 to 34), 
the Masters (35-45), and the Grand 
Masters (45 to infinity). 

As the dust from the two best days of 
the year settled, the racing began. Tosay 
that the shorebreak was gnarly would be 
to grossly understate the actual fact. It 
was desperate. During one heat I was still 
getting Maytagged in the surf as the start¬ 
ing flag went up. And I had left the beach 
with three minutes to spare! 

The actual wind and racing condi¬ 
tions, however, were as good as the 
shorebreak was bad. Even though it was 
5.7 weather instead of 3.7, we had a blast, 
raging through the downwind slalom 
course in point-producing heats of 10 to 


12 sailors. None of 
this double elimina¬ 
tion crap; we were 
there to race. The 
winner of a heat 
would get .7 points, 
second place 
would earn two 
points, third place 
three points, etc. At 
the end of the day 
the racer with the 
lowest total points 
won. Simple. 

The first day we 
got in seven heats 
of slalom. Sayre led 
the pro field with 
Coutts not far be¬ 
hind. The racing 
was fast and con¬ 
stant for everyone. 

As soon as the last 
racer from one heat 
would jibe the sec¬ 
ond mark, the next 
would begin. The racers gave up trying to 
keep track of who was winning; the spec¬ 
tators would keep track of that. 

WE CAME, WE SAW, WE CONKED 'EM 

I think that party speed increases as 
wind speed decreases. The second day 
the wind barely hit 12 knots; the party that 
night was full-on. With the bar pouring free 


margaritas, soon racers, spectators, and 
Vela staff were howling at the full moon. 

The third day the wind barely hit 10 
knots; the party that night was awesome. 
Even in the light winds, three rounds of 
Winduro (also called Giant Slalom and 
pseudo course racing) were fun and 
exciting, as all 65 competitors raced three 
laps around the slalom course, beating 
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Support 
Your sport! 
Become a 
Member 

• Registered Sail Number 

• Ranking, Events 

• Membership Card 

• Newsletters 

• Yearbook 

Write for info: 

USBA 

P.O. Box 978 
Hood River, OR 97031 



The First, The Finest And Now 
The Newest Rental Fleet On Maui 


MikeWaltze 

Windsurfing 

School 

• Guaranteed waterstart & jibe lessons 

• All new consignment department for 
used equipment "second to none” 

• Gaastra R&D center 

• Naish boards for rental & retail 


Complete Travel 
Packages $779 
1-800-328-8877 






Sailboards Maui 
360 Papa Place, Kahului, HI 96732 
Phone:(808)871-7954 
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PdDM DAYS 

The greatest introduction 
to the sport of windsurf¬ 
ing! Try new equipment, 
take clinics, enjoy the fun! 
Experience the ultimate at 
a Wind Rider Fun Day. 

FUN DAYS HOTLINE: 
415-435-5134 


in 


nn 


c 


T 

LkJ 


o 






AJI.T. FANATIC 

SAILBOARD CAMPS 

4 days of extensive training at great 
wind locations. Don't be frustrated 
another season... Master every¬ 
thing from waterstarts to jibes and 
jumps at an ABK CAMP. 

^ St. Petersburg, FL 


l Cape Hatteras, NC 
Ik April 20-22 

l Cape Cod, MA 
Ik May 25-28 

l Lake Lopez, CA 
Ik June 28-July 1 

l Rio Vista, CA 
[k July 5-8 

i Hood River (The Gorge) 
Ik July 16-19 

k Rio Vista, CA 
ik August 2-5 

k Lake Lopez, CA 
fc. August 9-12 

ABK CAMP HOTLINE: 
303-728-5174 
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back upwind to the start each time. Have 
you ever seen 65 racers on a seven-mark 
slalom course... at the same time? 

I only saw it from the water and I'll tell 
you it's wild. At every mark the question is 
not if someone will be down in the water, 
it’s how many will be down. It generally 
ranged between three and 10 as the fren¬ 
zied sailors tried to pump their 7.0 sails 
while jibing through the melee. 

Blam! Someone would flip his boom 
into someone else’s mast. Blam! That 
person would lose his grip and fall for¬ 
ward. Blam! Now his mast would conk 
someone on the head. Blam! Some 
newcomer to the mess, certain that he 
could thread a path through the confu¬ 
sion, would wildly careen right into the 
middle of the entire mess and crash. 

THE END RESULTS 

When the meet’s results were in, the 
Baja Beach Bums (a.k.a. Team Dirt) didn’t 
fare well against the outsiders, but were 
philosophical about the results: "Whal, I 
reck’n you boys’ll be a-gittn’ on back up 
north now thet this’n here race is over.” 

On the pro side, Sayre took home 
$2,000 for his efforts, $1,000 for winning 
the overall, and another $1,000 for win¬ 
ning on a production board. He deserved 
every penny, sailing more heats in three 
days than many racers sail in a season of 
racing (competition was canceled on days 
four, five, and six for lack of wind). 

Once again this year the race was fun 
(thanks to race organizer Mike Levine), 
well-run (thanks to race director Dan 
Mangus), and well worth the entiy fee 
(thanks to sponsor support by O’Neill and 
the Vela Highwind Center). Everyone I 
talked to is planning on going again next 
year; I sure am. You just never know 
what’s going to happen in Baja, but you 
always come back with stories to tell. ■ 



Pro men (production)— 1. Nevin Sayre, 

2. Zack Beekler, 3. Mauricio Toscano. 

Pro men (overall)—! Nevin Sayre, 2. Paul 
Coutts, 3. Zack Beekler. 

Women (production)—! Cindy Grey, 

2. Cat Betts, 3. Kim Birkenfeld. 

Women (overall)—! Kay Kucera, 2. Cindy 
Grey, 3. Cat Betts. 

Jr. Masters (production)— 1. John Callahan, 
2. Joe Filan, 3. Bob Rueter. 

Jr. Masters (overall)— ! John Callahan, 

2. John Goodman, 3. Wayne Kirchner. 
Masters A (production)— ! John Pettine, 
2. Larry Cosby. 

Masters A (overall)—! Steve Sylvester, 

2. Jim Naylor, 3. John Pettine. 

Masters B (production)— 1. Dave Hinshaw, 
2. Ken Forrest, 3. Michael Kinnicutt. 
Masters B (overall)—! Eric Sanford, 

2. Richard Sperling, 3. Dave Hinshaw. 
Amateur Men (production)— 1. Eddie Diehl, 
2. Carter Skemp, 3. Darin Gardner. 
Amateur Men (overall)— t Eddie Diehl, 

2. Duane Bush, 3. Carter Skemp. 


“All mast bases are 
really the same.” 


After spending a thousand dollars on two new sails, you might be tempted to 
buy just any universal and mast extension. Don't. Don't sacrifice performance, 
don't sacrifice durability, don't sacrifice strength. Don't do it 

All bases are not the same. Streamlined bases are the no sacrifice 
base, built tough so you won't end up wondering if your equipment 
is as good as you are. Streamlined bases are built dead on center, 
so they screw right into the middle of your mast track, not off to 
one side. Get the base system you can trust - one with a long 
and proven record of surviving big surf and big wind. 

Aren't you worth the best? 


distributed by 
Murrays Marine 
PO Box 490 • Carpenteria, CA 93013 
(805) 684-8393 
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PRESENTS 


Atlantic 
SwfSaffing 
Championship 


APRIL 8-15 ISABELA, PR 

AMATEUR DIVISIONS IN: 

•Wave Sailing 
•Surfslalom 
•Winduro Racing 

"BE THERE"! 



$25/100 



NEILPRYDE *■£ 

For more i nformation, contact ASC Events,809-728-8716 WCfB ERi 
or iheWindRiderTravel Desk: 800-237-9445. ... 
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Presenting me sailboard card 
Every Time You Use It 


Ydu’H Be Helping Ydur sport 



I Already Have At 
Least One Credit Card. 
Why Should I Get 
Another One? 

Because the Sailboard Card" 
is a wonderful way to support 
the sport you love. And it has 
some great benefits forthe cardholder 
as well, such as no annual fee the 
first year and a very competitive inter¬ 
est rate. 

How This Card 
Can Help Boardsailing. 

J With its beautiful full-color 
M design, the Sailboard Card will 
^rfspark interest each time you 
use it, and help spread excitement 
aboutyour sport But most importantly, 
wheneveryou use your card, you’ll be 
making a contribution—automati¬ 
cally, and at no extra cost to you — 
to the United States Boardsailing 
Association, the only non-profit 
national organization dedicated 


solely to preserving and pro- 

’motingthe interest of boardsailors. 

Look At The Benefits 
The Sailboard Card 
Offers You. 

• No annual fee the first year. 
$18 each year thereafter. 

• No finance charge applied 
to purchases if total balance is paid 
within 25 days of billing date. 

• Very competitive interest rate of 
Prime plus 8%. Minimum 16.5% 
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. 

• Free $200,000 common carrier 
accident insurance when purchas¬ 
ing tickets with your card. 

• Instant cash advances and emer¬ 
gency loans at over 115,000 bank¬ 
ing locations worldwide. 

•Car rental discounts. 

• Optional credit, disability and 
unemployment insurance made 
available for insuring outstanding 
credit card balances. 

• Extended Repayment Terms calling 
fora minimum payment per month 
of 3% of the outstanding balance, 


or $10, whichever is greater. Plus, 
cardholders have a “90 day pay- 
ahead option" 

$25,000 Collision Damage Waiver 
Coverage. 


Additionally, 

The Sailboard Card 
Offers You: 

> Special discounts on windsurf 
vacations from Vela Highwind 
[Centers* 1-800-223-5443 


J 

M vac 
/^Cent 




Why We Created 
The Sailboard Card. 

The Sailboard Card is one 
more element that helps 
[ market the sport It demon¬ 
strates an affinity amongst cardhold¬ 
ers, projects a positive image and 
makes everyone an ambassador of 
the sport! The growth of boardsailing 
benefits everyone. 

♦not affiliated with Signet Bank 


The Sailboard Card. 

Sponsored by Wlndriderand Mistral. 
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Scott Steele 

Olympic Silver Medalist and 
Coach of U.S. Boardsailing Team 


"/ like using this card when 
I travel so I can discover people with 
the same passion for sailboarding 
that I have. Plus, its a great way 
to give something back to 
the sport I love." 



Dan Mangus 

USBA 

President 


"7 he Sailboard Card is a great way 
to help the ongoing efforts of the USBA. 
Every time you use your card you make 
a contribution that will help promote 
safety, access, communication 
and events for our sport!' 



Rhonda SmKh-Sanchez 

Five-Time Women's World Champion 
and Executive Director of the 
International Women’s Boardsailing 
Association 

"Windsurfing is for everyone. The 
vitality of the sport needs to be 
communicated to more women, 
children, and even the elderly. I 
think the Sailboard card helps 
spread interest and goodwill 
everytime it’s used." 


Yes, I Would Like ASailboaid Card” MasterCard 
With No Annual Fee For The First Year. 


APPLICANT 




1 SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 

1 NO IN 

| NAME 

j BIRTHDATE 

1 

HOUSEHOLD 


PRESENT ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


HOW LONG 

YRS. MOS 


HOME PHONE 

<) 


□ BUYING 

□ RENTING 


MORT./ RENT PMT. 

I 


PREVIOUS ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


PRESENT EMPLOYER 


HOW LONG 

YRS MOS 


POSITION 

MONTHLY SALARY 

BUSINESS PHONE 


s 

( ) 


PREVIOUS EMPLOYER OR COLLEGE IF LESS THAN 3 YRS AT PRESENT 


OTHER INCOME & SOURCE: ALIMONY. CHILD SUPPORT OR SEPARATE MAINTENANCE INCOME 
NEED NOT BE REVEALED IF YOU DO NOT WISH IT CONSIDERED AS BASIS OF REPAYMENT. S 


CREDIT REFERENCES 
NAME 


ACCOUNT NO- 


OPENING DATE 


BALANCE 


MONTHLY PAYMENT 


CO-APPLICANT 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


HOMEPHONE 
( ) 


HOW LONG 


MOS 


BIRTHDATE SOCIAL SECURITY NO. CO-APPLICANT EMPLOYER 


BUSINESS PHONE 
( ) 


POSITION 


MONTHLY SALARY 

S 


HOW LONG 

YRS MOS 


OTHER INCOME A SOURCE: ALIMONY. CHILD SUPPORT OR SEPARATE MAINTENANCE INCOME 
NEED NOT BE REVEALED IF YOU DO NOT WISH IT CONSIDERED AS BASIS OF REPAYMENT $ 


Everything that I (we) have stated in this application is correct to the best of my (our) knowledge. I (we) understand that you will retain this application 

whether or not is approved. You are authorized to check my (our) credit and employment history and to answer questions about your credit experi¬ 
ence with me (us). I (we) agree to be bound by the terms and conditions of the Signet* Bank/Virginia Cutsomer Agreement and Truth-In-Lending 
Disclosure that will be given to me (us) with my (our) card(s) and future revisions thereof. This offer is void to all Colorado, Maine, North Carolina, 
Iowa and Wisconsin residents. An applicant, if married, may apply for a separate accounL 
I have read the important disclosure information below. 


APPLICANT 
SIGNATURE _ 


DATE 


CO-APPLICANT 
SIGNATURE_ 


00021001127010008481 


DATE 


Annual 
percentage 
rate for 
purchases 


Variable rate information 


Grace period for repayment 
of the balance for purchases 


Method of 

computing 
the balance 
for purchases 


Annual 
mei 
fee 


Fee for paying late 
or exceeding the 
credit limit 


19.0% 

As of 
August 3, 
1989 


Your annual percentage rate may vary. The rate is 

determined by The Wall Street Journal Prime Rate 
* 8.0%. Your APR is subject to increase or decrease, 
based on changes in the Prime Rate, but will never be 
less than 16.5%. Any increase or decrease will take 
effect on the 1st day of your billing period in January, 
April, July and October. 


You will have a minimum of 

25 days without a finance 
charge on new purchases 
and other charges, if the 
total new balance is paid in 
full by the payment due date 
on your periodic billing 
statement. 


Average 
daily balance 
(including 
new 

purchases) 


$18.00 

No fee for 
first year 


Late payment fee: 

5% ot the past due 
amount, if 
applicable 

Over-the-credit 
limit fee: 

$18, if applicable 
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United States 
Boardsailing Association 

The USBA is a non-profit volunteer organization dedicated to the improvement and promotion of the sport of board¬ 
sailing. The USBA was formed in 1980 as the national authority for boardsailing in the United States. Ahead of its time, the 
association became dormant, in the mid 1980’s, but began revitalization in 1987 by the active efforts of boardsailors across 
the nation, with the assistance of the United States Yacht Racing Union (USYRU). 

The USBA is affiliated with USYRU, the legally constituted national governing body for the sport of sailing, as the duly 
constituted organizing authority (OA) for the sport of boardsailing. The USBA is a legally incorporated non-profit corporation 
with tax-exempt status. It is governed by a Board of Directors elected by the general membership. This membership includes 
recreational sailors as well as competitors and represents a wide cross-section of the sport 

USBA committees have been formed to address the concerns of all boardsailors, from racing rules to safety and water 
access to instruction and social activities. The USBA is for all boardsailors to develop and share ideas and have them acted 
upon effectively and efficiently. 

If you are interested in creating other cards, contact: The Group Card, Inc., 1004 Downshire Chase, Virginia Beach, VA 
23452 804-463-2071 


U.S.B.A., P.0. Box 978, Hood River, OR 97031 


You’ll Be Helping Your Sport 
Every Time You Use 

THE SAILBOARD CARD 



This program has been developed and sponsored by: 

mistral wa 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 558 RICHMOND, VA 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


The Sailboard Card 

RO. Box 27916, Suite 8000 
Richmond, VA 23286-8731 


|.ll.ll.llM^l.ll.lllllll•l• , l , l ,,,l "M"" ll,l,,,, 
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EQUIPMENT 

Innovations ■ New Equipment ■ Gearing Up 




IWINDTALKER III 


It's easy to make a connection with the new Chinook mechanical universal. 


NEW EQUIPMENT 

CHINOOK MECHANICAL 
UNIVERSAL 

echanical universals are nothing 
I new. After all, the first Windsurfers 
I had mechanical unis. When the 
rubber joint came out about 10 years ago 
it was big news, but since then, we've all 
looked down at our universal during a 
screaming reach only to see it distorted 
way to leeward. You would think that you 
could gain a knot or two by getting rid of 
the distortion, and the mechanical univer¬ 
sal is supposed to reduce this problem. 
Whether or not the distortion slows you 
down is a tough thing to judge, but reduc¬ 
ing it with a mechanical universal certainly 
can't make you slower. And when it 
comes right down to it, it probably makes 
you a bit faster. 

It's easier to waterstart with the me¬ 
chanical joint because it's easier to steer 
the board with the direct connection. 
Even if it weren't, it still is a great base. 

The most important feature of the 
mechanical joint is that it's so much easier 
to connect to the board. It allows you to be 
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lazy in that you don't have to flip your 
board up on the rail and put the rig per¬ 
pendicular to the mast track. Ever try 
connecting your base to the board with¬ 
out doing that? It doesn't work. But with 
the mechanical joint, the board can be flat 
on the beach, the rig lying over the nose, 
and you can still easily connect the two. 
Once you use one, you’ll never go back to 
the rubber hourglass. 

This base has acouple of other innova¬ 
tions worth noting. The inside of the cup 
is tapered so you don't have to press in 
the push buttons to connect the joint with 
the base. The cleating system has a 
rolling cleat that seems to hold well and is 
easy to release. Everything about this 
base is well-thought-out. It has a top, so 
the push button can never pop out, and 
the adjusting pin is cleverly attached to 
the ring by a string so you can't lose it. 
What else could a good base need? 

Chinook, mostly known for its innova¬ 
tive front boom end, one-piece finbox, 
and footstrap inserts, can now add bases 
to the list. For more information contact 
Chinook Sailing Products at 2500 Cas¬ 
cade Street, Hood River, OR 97031 (800- 
321-2032) or circle reader service num¬ 
ber 167. 


I was just out the door and on my way to 
the beach to check out the sailing 
conditions when my friend pulled up. 
“Hey, where are you going?" he said. 
"I'm going to check the wind at the 
beach." 

“Don’t bother, I just got this phone 
number of a person there who will tell you 
the conditions.” 

That's just what I needed. I was getting 
tired of driving 30 minutes and getting 
skunked when it seemed windy where I 
lived. Without delay, I proceeded to the 
phone. 

“Hello." 

“Hi...uh...l heard that you can tell me 
what the wind's blowing over at the 
beach." 

“Over the past 20 minutes, the wind 
was from five to 15 miles per hour, and the 
average wind condition was south south¬ 
west at 12 miles per hour.’ 

This girl's voice was really nice, and 
she was so direct and to the point. It was 
the kind of voice and composure I liked in 
a girl. I was intrigued. 

“Say, you sure have a nice voice. I bet 
you’ve heard that..." 

"Twenty minutes ago the average wind 


The Windtalker III is a weather computer that 
can be accessed by phone. 
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sailboards 

108 hwy 35 
hood river, or. 97031 
ph. (503) 386-2131 
fax (503) 386-3151 
Call or write for 
free brochure & sticker 
1990 Catalog now available 
Now open all year 


Reader Service 225 



Using the CL249 Tug cleat 
takes the pain out of 
tensioning small ropes and 
allows you to pull twice as 
hard. Easy to fix, easy to 
reposition. Made of 
strong abrasion 
resistant ^ 
aluminum, a 
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condition was south at 10 miles per hour." 

"Yeah, yeah. But what's your name?" 

"Forty minutes ago the average wind 
condition was south at eight miles per 
hour." 

It seemed she wasn't too interested. I 
needed to try something different. 

"Well...urn...my name is Robby 
Naish...yeah..." 

"Sixty minutes ago the average wind 
condition was southeast at five miles per 
hour." 

I felt that my time was running out. 

"I would really like to meet you. How 
about..." 

“The temperature is 75 degrees. 
Thanks for calling." 

"But...but..." 

"Goodbye." 

Needless to say, my first introduction 
to the Windtalker III was somewhat dis¬ 
heartening. After that call, I didn’t even 
remember what the wind report was. It 
wasn’t until my friend told me that girl's 
voice was actually a microprocessor¬ 
generated digital voice that my self-es¬ 
teem returned. 

It seems that this Windtalker is a 
weather computer that can be accessed 
by phone. Those of you living on the West 
Coast may already know about them, as 
there are several in existence there, in¬ 
cluding one that’s been around for many 
years at Waddell Creek. 

This year, Litek, the manufacturer, has 
refined them and is now introducing the 
Windtalker III. This newer version not only 
tells you all the pertinent sailing informa¬ 
tion, but has a feature that lets you record 
a message or an advertisement remotely 
from a touch-tone phone. This makes it an 
ideal advertising medium for a shop or 
club that wants to let people know what 
the wind’s doing. 

The Windtalker III comes complete 
with a Weather Computer (base unit), an 
anemometer/direction sensor with 40 feet 
of cable, and a temperature probe. For a 
demonstration, call 314-434-9292. For 
more information, contact Litek Co., 4326 
Fish Hatchery Road, Grants Pass, OR 
97527. Phone 503-479-6633 or circle 
reader service number 168. ■ 

GRINCH FOOTSTRAPS 

L ight, comfortable, and durable. Al¬ 
though that's been one of the primary 
objectives of most footstrap manufac¬ 
turers for the past several years, a new 
company named Grinch may just have 
them beat. The new Grinch footstraps are 
certainly one of the lightest straps on the 
market, weighing in at just under one and 
a half ounces each, and they're just as 
comfortable and tough as conventional 
Velcro/neoprene straps weighing almost 
three times as much. 

The key to their success is that they, 
unlike more conventional straps, are 100 
percent molded. More specifically, a 



Light as well as durable, Grinch footstraps 
are just under one and a half ounces each. 


tough piece of webbing that provides 
strength, stiffness, and durability is sand¬ 
wiched between two molded layers of 
soft, flexible, closed-cell foam. The end 
result is a tough, lightweight strap that 
doesn’t absorb any water. Additionally, 
its slightly wider width, coupled with the 
soft foam, make this strap as comfortable 
as a cushy double-wide footstrap. 

The only drawback, if you can call it 
that, is that you can’t adjust these straps 
out on the water. That operation is most 
easily performed on the beach with a 
screwdriver. A slit on either end of the 
strap allows a Shred-tech gripper and 
screw to be placed at any position to 
custom fit any size foot. 

So if you’re interested in shaving up to 
a pound of weight off your board without 
sacrificing comfort or durability, contact 
Race Technology at 2280 Avocado Ave¬ 
nue, #11, Melbourne, FL 32935 (407- 
255-0678) or circle reader service num¬ 
ber 169. ■ 



P lease send information on your wind¬ 
surfing-related products to Gearing Up, 
c/o WindRider Magazine, PO Box 2456, 
Winter Park, FL 32790. We’re looking to 
present our readers with innovative and 
high-quality products that enhance the 
pleasure of the sport. 

Be sure to include the name and phone 
number of a person we can speak with to find 
out more about the product and your com¬ 
pany. Should we decide to publish the infor¬ 
mation, we’ll ask you for either a high-quality 
photo of the product or for the product to be 
sent here so we can photograph it. We look 
forward to hearing about your products. ■ 
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To trim a sail with the 
precision of a world-class sailor, 

you need 

the strength of Sampson, 
the judgement of Solomon^ 
the eye of an aeronautical engineer, 
the experience of Robby, 
and the patience of a saint 


Or... 









INNOVATIONS 

MISTRAL AUTOMATIC 
TRIM SYSTEM (ATS) 

I f ever three people should have known 
how to rig a sail, it was us. But there we 
were: the president of Mistral, the head 
of Hi-Fly, and me, with our combined 
rigging experience of over 30 years, 
spending almost half an hour tweak¬ 
ing the sail and disagreeing on how 
it should look. The sheer absurdity 
of the situation soon dawned on us: 

If the three of us couldn’t agree on 
how to rig it, how in the world could 
the average consumer ever rig it? 

Go to any sailing beach, and it is 
a safe bet that 95 percent of the 
sailors don’t have their sails rigged 
correctly. It's a wonder half the 
people are even having fun at all, 
with their sails looking like they do. 

From racers to rank beginners, our 
sails inevitably need more or less 
downhaul, outhaul, or batten ten¬ 
sion, or a different mast. 

Today’s sails are more high-per¬ 
formance than ever, but no matter 
how good a sail is, it only works well 
when it is rigged the way the sail 
designer intended it to be rigged. 

Sure, maybe if you’re lucky you’ll run 
into the guy who designed your 
sails, or possibly a top team rider, 
and he'll tell you how to rig them. Or 
maybe the best dealer in your area 
knows the subtleties of rigging the 
sails you bought. But chances are 
you and the rest of your friends 
bought your sails from the guy who 
could get you the best deal, and you 
have to fend for yourself when it 
comes to rigging. Most likely, you rig 
them wrong. 

I’ll never forget the time I was at a 
race and Anders Bringdal, one of 
Neil Pryde’s top riders, came up to 
one of their top national riders and 
told him to give a couple more 
inches of downhaul and release the 
outhaul at least that much again. 
Obviously, Bringdal, who works 
closely with the designers on sail 
development, knew what the sail 
should look like, even though it 
looked good on the other rider's rig. 

So even if the sail looks right to 
y OU _ w hich probably means it has 
no wrinkles—that doesn’t guarantee it’s 
right. . . L 

Never mind that we’re not rigging them 
right; even rigging them poorly can take 
half an hour. Put four sails with adjustable 
head caps, two masts, two booms, a 
variety of boom and mast extensions in 
the back of your car, and you can spend 
half an hour alone finding proper exten¬ 
sion locations for the sail you want to rig. 

Mistral president Eric Skemp agrees 
that this is one of the main problems with 
the sport. He says, “Take the hocus- 

114 


pocus out, and I think we’ll attract more 
people." 

Well, thanks to Mistral, the "hocus- 
pocus" is gone. Poof! Enter the Mistral 
ATS. The Automatic Trim System is so 
simple, it's mind-boggling that it took 
someone 20 years to figure it out. All 
they’ve done is clearly mark their booms 
and mast bases with adjustable positions 
for the different Mistral sails On the 


With the ATS system, just set your extension for the sail 
you're using, pull the outhaul all the way out, and it's set for 
good sailing. 


Mistral's new safety uphaul is light, and can serve as an 
emergency towline. 


Mistral rigging, for example, if you're rig¬ 
ging a 6.2 you just slide the booms out to 
the 6.2 mark on the extensions, slide the 
base up to the 6.2 mark, then rig the sail 
on the mast called for. Pull the downhaul 
and outhaul all the way out, and voila . the 
sail is rigged exactly right. Heck, even my 
sister up in Michigan could do this. 

The Equipe version is slightly different 
in that it has number settings printed on 
each sail and, correspondingly, on the 
components. If the sail says put the boom 
to extension number 3, and the base to 


extension number 5, do so; rig the sail on 
the mast it recommends, pull the strings 
all the way tight, and you’re rigged. No 
head cap to mess with, no tuning to worry 
about—just go sailing. Never mind that it 
only takes about three minutes to rig up 
from scratch, as opposed to easily 15 on 
most rigs What’s really important is that 
you know the sail is rigged correctly. 
Imagine the luxury of knowing your sail is 
rigged identically to the guy who 
won the race. 

One-design director and Olym¬ 
pic silver medalist Scott Steele 
notes that this is the ultimate one- 
design. As Skemp says, "If a sail is 
rigged right, it is easier to sail and 
sell. It makes everyone happy." 

So we rigged some sails, and it’s 
amazingly easy—Skemp told me 
that he even went to the beach one 
day and asked some innocent 
beachgoer to rig a sail using the 
ATS system. “I’m sorry, I don't 
windsurf," the person replied. He 
said he got her to rig it anyhow, and 
she got it right. 

I must say, the system requires a 
lot of faith in the manufacturer. 
Frankly, when I rigged the Mistral 
sails according to the recom¬ 
mended settings, the sails looked 
terrible. They’re like many of the 
new high-performance sails in that 
they take a ton of downhaul, and 
almost no outhaul. This makes the 
leech look extremely floppy when 
unloaded. Once it loads up, it 
looks fine, but more important, it 
works as it is supposed to. You'll 
just have to resist that urge to pull 
the thing tight. 

Even though that in itself consti¬ 
tutes a major innovation, the com¬ 
ponents themselves are among 
the trickiest I’ve seen to date. 
Mistral and Equipe sails are very 
high-tech, light, mostly monofilm 
sails. The mast base has a simple 
extension system, as well as a 
built-in "easy rig" for easy 
downhauling, which conveniently 
tucks into the base with all the 
excess line. 

Naturally, the set-up comes with 
a clamp-on boom, but they too are 
special in a couple of ways. 
They’re tough enough to bend all 
the way to the base without break¬ 
ing the torsion bars, which comes in 
handy during a hooked-in, reverse spi¬ 
nout launch. Finally, with the Mistral boom 
the days of endless half hitches with the 
excess outhaul line are over. The back 
end has a handy method of wrapping the 
line around the end, then holding it with a 
rubber connection. Add to this an uphaul 
that uncoils to be a 10-meter safety tow- 
line, and this is the hottest rig on the 
market. 

Or at least the best-rigged one. —Tom 
James B 
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THE NEW EQUIPS 
A.T.S. SYSTEM FROM MISTRAL 







First came the wind, then came the 
sail, and now there’s A.T.S. The Automatic 
Trimming System translates the latest in 
high-tech research and development into 
the most advanced rig and tuning system 
ever developed. 

You Can Spend Years 
Learning HowTo 
Tune Your Rig Like 
A World-Class Sailor. 

Or You Can 

Spend Under 5 Minutes. 

Rigging is a necessity but tuning 
is an art. That’s why the A.T.S. is the only 
completely integrated system of world- 
class equipment, specifically designed to 


have you dialed in and powered up in 
minutes. This revolutionary new system 
enables you to trim your rig automati¬ 
cally with the speed and precision of a 
world-class sailor, simply by lockingin 
the appropriate marked settings. Maxi¬ 
mum control, balance and power are 
provided through the synchronization 
of mast, sail, boom and board. 

The Mast 

With the Automatic Trimming 
System’s Equipe Flex Top Mast, optimal 
shape, stability and twist is achieved as 
mast and sail are perfectly matched to 
create a smooth foil, maximum power 
and easier sailing. 


The Sail 

TheAutomaticTrimmingSystem’s 
printed directions, make perfect trim¬ 
ming of the sail simply a matter of 
reading the easy to follow instruc¬ 
tions and setting the appropriate 
stops. Once set, boom, mast 
and sail work together to provide 
the most efficient and powerful use of 
the air foil. The sail with its convex luff 
strip is free to perform as it should, 
quietly, confidently and with 
controlled assurance even in 
the heaviest air. 


The Most 
Revolutionary 
Discoveryln 
Sailing Since 
The Wind 

The Auto¬ 
matic Trimming 
System from 
Mistral has 
taken theguess 
work out of rigging and tuning with a 
totally integrated system of equipment 
that functions as a unified “sailing system’.’ 

The AT.S. is not only at the cutting 
edge of technology but it clearly establishes 
Mistral’s Equipe equipment as the leading 
sailboard equipment for the 90’s. 

If you find all of this a little hard 
to believe, we invite you to see it and 
try it for yourself. Just call or visit your 
nearest Mistral dealer for a complete 
demonstration. 

TheEquipe Automatic Trimming 
System. Because when your equipment 
is in tune, you’re jamminl 




The Boom 

The Automatic Trimming 
System eliminates theguesswork 
associated with outhauling for precision 
draft placement and optimal speed. The 
A.T.S. boom features an easy to handle 
telescoping Push-Pull Torsion Locking 
System. Simply adjust the boom to its 
proper setting and the correct 
draft is forced into the sail 
for optimum performance 
and control. 
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Nobody's Doing Mon For The Board. 
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1989 
Cold-Water Glove 

Clearance Priced 

Designed for 

cold-weather windsurfing, 
jet skiing or skin diving. 

SAilboARd(^) 
Warehouse, Inc. 

300 So. Owasso Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55117 
612-482-9995 

1-800-992-SAIL (7245) 
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NEW! 


65 


NEW! 


ClAMP-ON 
BOOM FRONT 

by Wind Force 


i 





1.95 

Convert your narrow 
booms to clamp-ons! Will fit 
Mistral 65°boom angles. 

SAilboARd(^) 

WaREIiOUSE, Inc. 

300 So. Owasso Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55117 
612-482-9995 

1-80 0-992-SAIL ( 7245 ) 
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EQUIPMENT TIP 

FIN MAINTENANCE 

ins aren’t getting any cheaper You 
can easily go into a store and drop 
anywhere from $40 to $100 on a fin. 
With so much money at stake, a little fin 
maintenance will not only protect your in¬ 
vestment, but also keep the fin's perform¬ 
ance level high. 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 

Preventive maintenance is pretty 
much just common sense. When you're 
sailing, avoid shallow spots. When you're 
leaving the water, be sure to jump off the 
board before the fin hits the ground. On 


fin in a gear bag or in the truck of a car is 
bound to get scratched by a tool or univer¬ 
sal, or even another fm. The best way to 
avoid these scratches is to get a nice fin 
bag A fin bag can keep your fins in mint 
condition even if the trunk of your car is a 
complete disaster. 

If you exercise enough preventive 
maintenance, you'll never have to sand, 
fill, or repair your fin. Accidents do hap¬ 
pen, however, and some fin repair may be 
required. 

FIN REPAIR . , 

A fin, being a relatively simple piece of 

equipment, only requires two types of re¬ 
pair—cosmetic and structural. 

Cosmetic repair involves filling and 




Even the smallest nick in the leading edge can cause a considerable amount of turbulence 
(wedge-shaped areas starting at the leading edge) as shown in this oil-flow visualization test. 


the beach, try to leave your board and rig 
so the board is upside down rather than 
digging in the sand. These precautions 
should help keep the foil clean and 
scratch-free. 

As far as maintaining the base of the fin 
and the fin tab, be sure that the fin always 
fits tightly into the finbox. Use thick mylar 
or aluminum (from a can) to shim the base 
of the fin so that it doesn't wobble freely. 
Shimming the base will keep the fin from 
stressing and cracking, as well as help 
keep the front tab from breaking off. 
There are also a number of specially 
designed fin plates to prevent your fin tab 
from breaking off: The plate releases or 
breaks before the fin tab. 

Although the fin has the greatest poten¬ 
tial for damage when it is actually in the 
board and being used, it seems that most 
fin damage occurs when the fin is loose 
and being stored. For instance, a loose 


sanding whatever nicks, dents, and 
scratches the fin may have. It may not 
seem that a small scratch could affect the 
performance of a fin, but if it’s located on 
the leading edge, it can increase drag 
considerably. 

In fact, the significance of a scratch 
varies with its location on the fin. A 
scratch on the leading edge can create a 
turbulent wedge of water, increasing 
drag. The effect of a scratch toward the 
trailing edge, however, will often be neg¬ 
ligible because the flow is usually turbu¬ 
lent on the back of the foil anyway. 

This means the leading edge of your 
fins should be perfectly maintained, (i.e., 
keep it smooth and sanded with 400-grit 
or higher). Scratches and nicks toward 
the back of the foil can often be neglected 
unless they are really extreme. 

In any case, if you have to fill a deep 
nick, the filler of choice is generally resin 
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mixed with microspheres (Q-cells.) If you 
don't have any microspheres, then Cab- 
ocel or even regular white flour will work. 
If you don’t have any resin, use automo¬ 
tive body filler. Once the nick is filled, you 
should sand it down and finish it off with 
320 or higher grit sandpaper. 

Performing a structural repair on a fin is 
usually next to futile. If the fin shears off 
from the base or if there are large stress 
cracks in the base area, the best thing you 
can do is put the fin in your equipment hall 
of fame and cherish the days you used it. 

If the damage is only to the fin tab or fin 
pin, then it’s usually possible to salvage 
the fin. If you have a broken tab, you can 


cut it off completely, redrill, and put the fin 
pin on the side where the tab was, then 
recut a tab where the pin was. This new 
configuration will usually put the pin in the 
front of the finbox and the tab in the rear. 
This is more likely to cause future finbox 
damage, but it may be your only course of 
action if you want to save a favorite fin. 

Better yet for repairing fin tabs and 
pins is to purchase a Re-Fin. This small 
plastic piece allows you to fix the tab 
without the risk of damaging the finbox. 

With appropriate care, you should be 
able to maintain your fins in top condition 
for many years, or until they become out¬ 
dated (probably after a year!). ■ 


GEARING UP 

BRAWNY BOOM 

Here’s a boom made to handle the 
most extreme conditions. The Nautix 
Jumbo is the stiffest on the market, says 
the company, with its 32-millimeter out¬ 
side diameter and 1.4-millimeter wall 
thickness. When conditions become 
demanding, you won't have to worry 
about this boom’s reliability, and you’ll be 
able to concentrate on your sailing. 

As with other Nautix booms, this 
model has a quick-lock clamp that com¬ 
pletely surrounds the mast with padding, 
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“It's just as 
good as a Serfiac.” 



Sure, there are lots of other masts out there. But none have the proven 
record of performance, strength, and durability of a genuine Serfiac. 

Serfiac masts have won more major competitions than any other 
mast on the market today. Ask world speed record holder Eric Beale. 

And there’s no compromise: there’s a Serfiac mast to match the 
performance specifications of every available sail. No wonder 
many of the top sailmakers design their sails around 
Serfiac masts. 

So don't be fooled. Buy the best. 


distributed by 
Murrays Marine 

PO Box 490 • Carpenteria, CA 93013 
(805) 684-8393 
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WINDSURFING HELPERS 

CAN YOU TEACH ME HOW? 


SURE! 



NYLON CARRYING AND 
STORAGE CASE 

patent pehdinq us foreiqn 

not YET AVAILABLE 
IN STORES - TO ORDER CALL: 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


INCITE INDUSTRIES 
1 -800-877-5878 D **#rt Hoi Spring*, CA 


eliminating the need for any sort of mast 
protector. It also flexes to compensate for 
lateral and vertical point loading. 

You can disassemble the Jumbo 
completely in less than a minute; if you're 
really good you can take it apart and put 
it back together in less than a minute. No 
tools are needed. The Jumbo is also 
quick to rig—you can do it in seconds. 

It's difficult to argue with a brand that 
Nautix says is used by eight of 10 top 
professionals and 95 percent of Olympic 
boardsailers. All Nautix booms come with 
a two-year warranty. 

For more information, contact Nautix 
USA, Inc., PO Box 810, Sag Harbor, NY 
11963, or circle reader service card 
number 101. ■ 



FLAT-OUT GOOD 

Flat Island Fins are well known along 
the East Coast, but in 1990 they will make 
a national and international sales push 
with two high-quality lines, the RL line and 
its vertical slalom (pointer) fins. 

The RL line was tested and designed 
by Roddy Lewis, who sped to the fastest 
time in the Peter Stuyvesant speed trials in 
the Canary Islands last summer. It comes 
in four sizes, ranging in depth from 10 to 
12.75 inches. The vertical slalom fins 
come in three sizes, ranging from 11 to 13 
inches. 

Flat Island Fin designer and builder 
Mike Bredesen, who has been designing 
and shaping fins since 1973, has worked 
with Windward Fibreglass, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Angulo, and Naish International. 
The fins are used, and tested by Tom 
Pace, Roddy Lewis, shaper Stevie B. (of 
Naish Hawaii), and Richie Buhen, shaper 
and owner of Wind and Surf sailboards. 

You can find out more by contacting 
Flat Island Fins, Inc., 2040 West Avenue 
#35, Gulf Breeze, FL 32561, or by circling 
reader service card number 102. ■ 


WINDRIDER 


118 













First Time Ever! 

FREE SAVINGS 
CERTIFICATE BOOK 



Introducing a Destination 
Gift Certificate Book that 
includes most of the top 
windsurfing resorts and 
makes your dream vacation 
even more affordable. This 
book offers savings on 
vacations to exciting hot 
spots such as Aruba, Baja, 
Hood River, South Florida, 


Corpus Christi, Cape 
Hatteras, San Francisco, 

Etc. 

It includes Gift Certificates 
for travel, accomodations, 
car rentals, R.V. rentals, 
restaurants, entertainment, 
and even equipment and 
lesson discounts. 


This Gift Certificate Book 
is available only from 
Windsurfing By Mail. You 
receive one book FREE 
with every order placed 
between April 1 and May 31, 
1990. 


wind 



Call 1-800-843-7873 to get yours today! 
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Subscribers 

PLEASE NOTE: 


From time to time we make 
available the names and ad¬ 
dresses oi WindRider subscrib¬ 
ers to organizations whose serv¬ 
ices, activities, or products may 
be of interest to you. 

These organizations are carefully 
selected, and only limited contact 
by mail is permitted. 

Many people like to receive such 
mailings, but if you would prefer 
to be excluded, simply notify us 
in writing and send it with your 
mailing label, or an exact copy 
of it, to: 

WindRider: Mailing List Prefer¬ 
ence Service, P.0. Box 183, Mt. 
Morris, IL 61054 




LOOKS SO FINE 

Nike's newest clothing line, Aqua 
Gear, offers style combined with the same 
technical know-how the company puts 
into its shoes. The line includes on- and 
off-the-water apparel—lycra/neoprene 
shirts, vests, and shorts, wind pants and 
jackets, shorts and T-shirts, and water 
shoes. 

Pictured here are the South Point 
jacket, Boomtown shorts, and Aqua 
Socks. The polyester fleece jacket has a 
nylon/lycra binding at the waist and snap 
pockets, and comes in four colors. The 
shorts are made of 100 percent quick- 
dyring nylon, have snap pockets and 
drawstring, and come in six colors. The 
Aqua Sock pairs a spandex upper with a 
rubber bottom for comfort, cushioning, 
and grip. 

New to the line is the Aqua Sock Too, 
which has an adjustable Velcro band on 
top to better secure your foot and help 
prevent it from moving forward. 

For more information, contact Nike, 
Inc., 9000 S.W. Nimbus, Beaverton, OR 
97005, or circle reader service card 
number 103. ■ 



TEACHER'S LITTLE HELPER 

Windsurf Sail Helpers will transform 
any regular length board into a learning 
board that won’t tip over. With them, a 
student can concentrate on learning to 
sail, or a sailor can work on mastering 
tricks without the get up, fall off, get up 
syndrome—thereby saving time and frus- 

tfa You can install Windsurf Sail Helpers in 


less than five minutes, and they weigh 
less than 10 pounds. As the student 
improves, the floats can be moved inward 
to bring balance more into play. They can 
be removed in less than 30 seconds and 
come with a nylon carrying and storage 
case. If you're called upon to teach 
people to windsurf, or if you want to work 
on technique yourself, this product could 
be just what you’re looking for. 

Windsurf Sail Helpers are not yet avail¬ 
able in stores, but can be ordered by 
calling 800-877-5878. The cost is 
$119.95 If you would like more informa¬ 
tion, contact Incite Industries, 14250 Little 
Morongo Drive, Desert Hot Springs, CA 
92240, or circle reader service card 
number 105. ■ 



GREAT GUNS 

Is it possible for a manufacturer to offer 
a well-built high-performance sail at a 
reasonable price? Yes, say the people at 
Gun Sails, a German firm with a tradition 
of European success, now in its second 
year in the U.S. 

First, its product is designed by re¬ 
nowned German sail designer Rainer 
Sprick to be fast, light, and maneuver- 
able. Second, the sails have the mark of 
quality, with details such as Kevlar-rein- 
forced monofilm with double stitching. 
Third, the company doesn’t support 
teams of professional racers, and keeps 
its distribution overhead down—so it can 
offer prices ranging from $245 for the 2.9 
RAF Wave Slalom to $496 for the top-of- 
the-line 8.5 Course Race Pro Cam. 

The sails come with a 30-day money- 
back satisfaction guarantee and a one- 
year performance warranty. You can 
order them over the phone (get a free 
catalog by calling 800-363-6277) and 
you can give them a closer look at Gun 
Sails test sites and dealers (call the same 
number for locations). 

More information can be obtained by 
writing Gun Sails USA, c/o Northern 
Aquatic, PO Box 1276, Champlain, NY 
12919-1276, or by circling reader service 
card number 106. . 
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NO RISK 
MONEY 
BACK 

GUARANTEE 




Please Rush Me The 76-Page Color 
1990 Buyer's Guide/Catalog 


\ Name: 

\ 


\ Address:_ 

City:- 

\ State 


Bur Direct Purchase From 
Sail Loft Means Below 
wholesale Prices For You! 


\ Mail To: 

v Sailboard Warehouse 
\ 300 So O’.vasso Bivd 
\ St Paul. MN 55117 

Ik 

m \ 


Excellent ali-arouncTsail-to get ihe - most from-your 
sailing time at the right price. Reinforced at head? 

'tacfc andxtew^uo=bttj^system: large - grommets 
for easy rigging, vario totrand deluxe saHbag in¬ 
cluded with each sail Made of resin irnpregnated 
Dacron (Tetoran). - 




- 


Sugg 

Cat.# Size Lull- Boom- Retail 

~ . . . ■ “ 

i ENERGY RAF FUN (Tetoran) 

fi 'ENO40'4 0M;4fi0(15un 1SCX4'ir)S219 %149 

‘ -- "155(ST) 228 190 

. ,15-31 165(5^1 242 189 

4e005'9') 175(511- 275 179 

60M 480(15'91 195(641- 294 189 

EN065 6.5 M 500(t6'6:>. 210(61117 312' 199 
ENO70 7.0 M 5150611122S(F5) 324 209 





• 1990 Patterns from a leading sail designer 
on Maui 

• 50% Savings off prices for comparable sails 

• 50% Savings off our regularly low-priced 
Weichhart Aluminum Framework with each 
Sail Purchase 

• Teijin Mylar Laminate & Tetoran—the same 
materials used by the major sailmakers 

• Seams taped prior to stitching for perfection 

• Deluxe sailbag included with each sail 

• Hot new 1990 color patterns 

• No Risk—Money Back Guarantee 


SAilboARd 

Warehouse, inc. 


Sugg. Our 
Boom Retail Price 


ENERGY RAF SLALOM (Mylar) 

EN247 4.7 M 445(14T) 165{5'5‘) $439 $219 

EN252 5.2 M 460(15T) 170(57*) 468 234 

EN25B 5.8 M 480(15'9') 175{5'9*) 498 249 

EN264 6.4 M 480(15'9') 185(6T) 518 259 

EN270 7.0 M 490(16T) 195(6'5 - ) 538 269 


300 E. South Owasso Blv., St. Paul MN 55117 
Telephone 612-482-9995 

1-800-992-SAIL 
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RAF SLALOM MYLAR 

Designed for the more competitive sailor, these 
powerful mylar sails glide as effortlessly up the per¬ 
formance scale as they do through the turns. The new 
V-panels assure durability in a wide range of condi¬ 
tions. Waterstarts are easier, they keep planing 
longer and have great top-end acceleration and 
speed. This series performs head-to-head with the 
best at half the price. 


RAF WAVE 

Strong, simple, lightweight and easy. Strong be¬ 
cause the sail is built with the finest film laminates and 
uses the V-panel construction. This simple design 
lends credence to the present and future techniques 
open to the free-form arena of wavesailing. It's light¬ 
weight for immediate responsiveness, since the weight 
is reduced at the top and at the clew, providing 
increased leverage when you're off-balance. Whether 
you're in heavy surf or blasting high-wind lake chop, 
these sails deliver the control that allows you to rapidly 
progress with your maneuvers without getting beat up 
by an unstable rig. 


Sugg. Our 

Cat. # Size Luff_Boom Retail Price 


ENERGY RAF WAVE (Mylar) 

EN135 3.5 M 430(14T) 135(4*6') $329 $165 

EN140 4.0 M 445(147') 150(4*1 V) 389 195 

EN145 4 5 M 460(15'1') 155(5T) 419 210 

EN150 5.0 M 470(15'5') 165(5*5') 459 230 
























GET HOT NOW! 


KEVLARS 3-PLY LEECH AND FOOT • STRETCH STABILIZING WINDOW STRAPS • YKK® NYLON ZIPPER BATTEN 
POCKET • ADHESIVE TAPED SEAMS • DIMENSION® INTERPLY 525 LOAD STRIPS • GENUINE LEATHER CHAFE 
TRIM • MULTI-HEIGHT BOOM OPENING • LEECHLINE- RUGERTSON® SR 20 STAINLESS STEEL RINGS • VINYLESTER 
TAPERED BATTENS • TEIJIN £ LAMINATE SAILCLOTH • TRIPLE LAYER BATTEN POCKETS • TWO-PIECE SHAPED 
MAST SLEEVE * ,019 G AUG E P.V.C. WAVE WINDOWS • ZIPPERED SLEEVE MATERIAL SAILBAG • ADHESIVE DACRON 
REINFORCEDMONOFILM • 8 OZ X 6 LAYER CLEW REINFORCING • U.S. BONDED POLYESTER THREADS • 10 CM 

MYLAR2 PLYS • HEMMED EDGE SLEEVE • NYLON BATTEN WEBBING PROTECTORS • SAILBACK 1 '’ MONOFILM 
CONSTRUCTION • 80<?o BATTEN LENGTH OPTIONS • MULTICAM OPTION - 20 MM SUPER-LOCK® BATTEN POCKET 
BUCKLES • HEAD AND TACK ADJUSTERS • LOW SWINGWEIGHT RADIAL CLEW DESIGN • 5 MIL MONOFILM 

HEMMED EDGE BATTTEN AND EDGE TAPES • FINEST HANDMADE CRAFTSMANSHIP • USER FRIENDLY 


HOTSAILS MAUI 



HERE’S HOW: 

2.8m-$320 
5.8m—$490 

Wave Vision 



n A - - SAilboARd(/) , 
CALL WAREllOUSE, UC^ 1 

3.8m —$370 
8.5m —$550 

Race 



800 


992 7245 



Power Surf 


4.0m—$275 
7.0m —$400 
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Key West ■ New Orleans ■ Mammoth Lakes 



On a calm day, Bahia Honda is great for long board crusing, and when it’s windy, Bahia Honda has it all. 
For speed sailing or good wave jumping, this is one of the most fun spots in the keys. 


KEY WEST 

ey West, Florida, has a personality 
all its own, a mix of laid-back and so¬ 
phisticated in a tropical setting, 
isolated from the blur of civilization. You 
go there to relax, get away, and have a 
good time. 

The southernmost city in the continen¬ 
tal U.S., Key West is the last of the Florida 
Keys, a chain of 36 islands. It is three 
miles long, two miles wide, and 156 miles 
south of Miami. The weather is balmy and 
beautiful with an average high of 81 
degrees and a low of 73; three out of four 
days are sunny. 

The windy season runs from October 
through June, with January, February, 
and March the windiest months. During 
the winter, you'll find, on the average, 
wind speeds of 15 to 20 knots three days 
of the week, and 20 knots or more one or 
two days a week. The average annual 
wind speed is 12.5 knots. That translates 
to sails of 4.0 to 6.4 for the winter months 
and 6.0 and larger in the summer (except 
for in and around tropical storms). The 
average peak wind for the year is 38 mph. 

Strong winter winds are usually from 
the north and are cool. A full wetsuit is 
sometimes needed, but often a shorty will 
be enough. No wetsuits are needed in the 
summer. Longboards are used mostly in 

APRIL 1990 


the summer and shortboards in the winter 
(but it's good to have a longboard just in 
case). Water temperature in the summer 
is 85 degrees; in the winter it's 70 to 75. 

LAUNCH SITES 

We'll focus on the launch sites in the 
lower Keys, beginning with those in Key 
West itself. 

Fort Zachary Taylor State Park. Locals 
consider this one of the more challenging 
wave spots in the area. Don't sail here 
unless you're an advanced sailor. To find 
it, go west on Southard Street to the Tru¬ 
man Annex entrance and follow the signs. 
There is an entry fee of $1.50. Parking is 
ample, but you'll have to tote your equip¬ 
ment 50 yards to the beach from the 
parking lot. The park has showers and 
changing rooms, and there is ample room 
for rigging. 

This location may be sailed in anything 
but northeast to east winds. You'll find 
good wave conditions when the wind 
blows north and the tide is coming in. The 
beach is somewhat rocky, so booties are 
recommended. Use caution when sailing 
here—beware of boat traffic and strong 
currents. The outgoing tides are espe¬ 
cially strong, and if you break down on an 
outgoing tide you may end up in Cuba! 

Monroe County Beach is a good entry- 
level spot, with flat water, a sandy beach, 


picnic tables, and a playground for the 
kids. There are on-site rentals, too— 
Tropical Watersports rents Alpha long- 
boards. To get there, take Reynolds 
Street to Atlantic Boulevard. 

Smathers Beach. This is by far the 
most popular of the Key West launch sites 
due to its good southern exposure. It’s 
good in east, southeast, south, south¬ 
west, and west winds. The prevailing 
winds are from the southeast. Smathers 
Beach is good for all levels. In strong 
south and southeast winds, you'll find 
great swells on the outside, and a nice 
chop on the inside. There's flat water 
behind the jetty at the West End. Keep 
well clear of the White Street pier to the 
west of Smathers Beach—you'll find 
confusing seas at the end of the pier. 
Take care at low tide, as it gets shallow. 

To get there, take Bertha Street to 
South Roosevelt Boulevard when coming 
from downtown. If you're coming from 
U.S. Highway 1, go south on A1A and 
you'll eventually see the signs. In winter 
it’s good to arrive early for parking. Lock 
your car at all times and keep valuables 
out of sight. Please don't rig on the 
sidewalk, as there are a lot of joggers. 

Sunset Watersports at the west end 
offers BIC longboards, while Tropical 
Sailboats, in the middle of the beach, 
offers Alpha longboards. You'll find 
restrooms and showers at the west end. 

The Steps. This place, one mile east of 
Smathers Beach, gets its name from a 
long sea wall that has steps going down 
into the water. Beware: The steps are 
always slippery. You'll find your best 
sailing in northeast winds. There's great 
flat water inside and swells on the outside; 
it's a good waterstart practice area. Park¬ 
ing is on the top of the seawall, next to the 
road. Take care that your equipment 
doesn't blow into the road. Also, give 
pedestrians room to get by. There are no 
facilities here. 

Boca Chica Bay. This is the premiere 
speed sailing spot in the lower Keys, 
suited for intermediate to advanced sail¬ 
ors. It is sailed in northwest, north, and 
northeastern winds. The launch here is a 
little gnarly; follow the moves of the locals 
and wear booties. On outgoing tides, stay 
clear of the bridge, as the current can pull 
you under it and into the bay on the other 
side, which means a long walk back and 
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major embarrassment. 

To get to Boca Chica Bay, follow U.S. 
1 north over Stock Island three miles 
beyond the Cow Key Channel Bridge. It’s 
on the north side of the highway just 
before you get on the Boca Chica Bridge. 
Pull well off the shoulder of the road as the 
traffic really moves on this stretch. There 
are no facilities and a limited rigging area. 

Boca Chica Beach. Go north on U.S. 
1; between mile markers 10 and 11, turn 
right at the Circle K convenience store 
onto Geiger Key Road. Ride four miles to 


the end. There is an 
ample grassy area 
for rigging. The 
area is suited for 
both beginning and 
advanced sailors. 
It's best sailed in 
eastern, southeast¬ 
ern, and southwest¬ 
ern winds. Wade 
out, as it's shallow 
on the inside. This 
spot is not known to 
most tourists and is 
maintained by local 
residents Please 
keep it clean and 
don't camp over¬ 
night. 

Blimp Base. From 
Key West, go left at 
mile marker 21, at 
Stopover grocery. 
Go three miles to 
the boat ramp at the 
end of the road. 
There is a limited 
rigging area. This 
spot is good in 
northwestern 
winds. Most of the 
sailing done there 
is flatwater speed 
sailing. Warning: 
Do not go ashore at Blimp Base. It is U.S. 
government property and you will be 
hassled. 

The Horseshoe is another great speed 
spot. From Key West, go north to mile 
marker 35, turn left, and go to the end of 
the road. There is a limited rigging area 
here. Be sure to use caution when driving 
on The Horseshoe, as at least one car has 
driven to the depths. This man-made spit 
of land juts into the Gulf of Mexico and is 
exposed to north winds. Please pick up 
your trash; camping is not allowed. 


Bahia Honda State Park This is one of 
the nicest beaches in all of Florida, and 
provides good sailing in southeastern, 
southern, and western winds. There is a 
good, grassy rigging area and plenty of 
parking. Because of a gap in the barrier 
reef, Bahia Honda has better waves and 
swell than some of the other sites. There 
are areas for beginners. Sailing Bahia 
Honda is always a pleasure. 

To get there, go north, and between 
mile markers 35 and 36 turn right at the 
park entrance. There is an entry fee of 
$1.50, and the park has showers and 
bathrooms, plus a picnic area with barbe¬ 
cue pits. Rentals are available at the 
windsurfer beach, reached by heading 
right after entering the park. The beach to 
the left has marked swimming areas—do 
not violate these marked areas. Camping 
is available on the ocean and the bay. 
Cabins are also available. Call 305-872- 
2353 for information. 

RESTAURANTS AND NIGHT LIFE 

Key West has an abundance of fine 
restaurants. For the hungry sailor on a 
budget, try El Siboney, which has great 
Cuban food, or Five Star Sandwich Shop, 
which will make you feel as though you’re 
in the middle of Havana. If Oriental food 
is your style, try Dim Sum, which offers 
excellent Pan-Asian food along with great 
vegetarian dishes—and the owners are 
boardheads. Yo Sake has the best sushi 
and Japanese food in town. Aunt Rose’s 
Restaurant has a big local following, with 
excellent Italian and seafood dishes and 
moderate prices. Most restaurants in 
town feature local seafood—don’t leave 
without trying the conch chowder or 
conch fritters. 

Later on, move on to the Green Parrot 
or Hogsbreath Saloon, two boardhead 
hangouts. Don’t miss Sloppy Joe’s, a 
tourist hangout, but great nonetheless. At 
the Full Moon Saloon—definitely a local's 


Key West Fast Fags 


Launch Sites: In Key West itself: Fort 
Zachary Taylor State Park. Monroe County 
Beach, Smathers Beach, The Steps. In the 
lower Keys: Boca Chica Bay, Boca Chica 
Beach, Blimp Base, The Horseshoe, and 
Bahia Honda State Park. 

Wind Speed: About 12.5 knots on the 
average over the year, but in the winter 
months it’s higher, with 15 to 20 knots three 
days of the week and 20 knots or more one to 
two days. 

Temperature Range: Average annual 
low of 73 and high of 81. In summer, the water 
temperature is 85 degrees, and in the winter 
70 to 75 degrees. 

Type of Sailing: Shortboarding and 
longboarding. 


Boardsailing Events and Activities: 

The Islamorada Pro-Am, held in November, is 
now in its seventh year. For more information, 
call 305-664-8056. The South Sailboard speed 
trials is an annual winter or spring event, de¬ 
pending on conditions. Call 305-296-0755 for 
details. 

Windsurf Shops: South Sailboards offers 
sales, rentals, and on-premise sail repairs, 
305-296-0755. Latitude 24, 305-294-4255, 
offers equipment and rentals. 

Lodging: Key Lime Village is economical and 
the parking area is secure, 305-294-6222. 
Other economical places are El Patio Motel, 
305-296-6531; and Spindrift Tropical Hide¬ 
away, 305-296-3432. More pricey choices 
include Marriott’s Casa Marina, which has 
board rentals, 305-396-3535; and the Reach 
Resort, also with rentals. 305-296-5000. In ad¬ 


dition there are many campgrounds. One we 
recommend is Geiger Key Marina, 305-296- 
3141, at mile marker 10.5. For more informa¬ 
tion on lodging and bookings, call the Key 
West welcome center at 305-294-4444. 

Closest Metropolitan Area: Miami, 156 
miles north. 

Restaurants: Among many are El Siboney 
and La Lechonera (good Cuban food), Dim 
Sum and Yo Sake (Oriental), and Aunt Rose’s 
(Italian). 

Bars: Boardhead hangouts include the 
Green Parrot and Hogsbreath Saloon, and 
there are many other places as well. 

Wind Report: Call NOA weather radio at 
305-296-2001, or turn to Channel 5 or 19 on 
cable television for 24-hour conditions. 
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bar—you can get food till the wee hours. 

THINGS TO DO 

When the wind isn’t blowing you won’t 
be strapped for something to do. Key 
West and the rest of the Florida Keys are 
world-renowned for deep-sea fishing and 
diving. Charter boats may be found in 
Garrison Bight in Key West, You’ll find 
diving charters at any of the numerous 
dive shops in the area. 

In the Old Town area of Key west, visit 
the Municipal Aquarium, a museum con¬ 
taining the treasure salvaged from a 
Spanish galleon found off Key West sev¬ 
eral years ago. Renting bikes and seeing 
the Victorian architecture of the Old Town 
area is a great way to spend a day. Many 
of the homes here were built by sea cap¬ 
tains in the 18th century. 

Sixty miles east of Key West lie the Dry 
Tortugas, reachable by boat or sea plane. 
The sea plane is best for one-day trips, 
and the boat ride compares to a Bahamas 
sailing cruise. If you do go by boat, take 
your boardsailing equipment, as the sail¬ 
ing in the Dry Tortugas can be excellent. 
Also, bring dive gear, as the snorkeling 
there is superb. 

Last but not least, don't miss the sun¬ 
set celebration at Mallory Square every 
day, in which you’ll find street musicians, 
jugglers, vendors, and loads of people in 
good moods.— Mike Bruggeman 



San Diego's windy release value, K39 in Baja, is not 
only a much-welcomed spot for southern Cal 
locals, but also for norhtern Califorinians headed 
farther south. Here's Bill Sawers ripping a fun wave 
at Raul's. 
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AN DIEGO 

m an Diego is usually known for its 
E mild, steady wind, making it the 
9 freestyle capital of the world as well 
an excellent place to learn windsurfing. 


This reputation, however, is not represen¬ 
tative of all the sailing you can find in the 
area. When spring rolls around, the dead 
air slowly changes to a strong onshore 
flow, and wind-starved zombies pile into 
their cars and search, sniff, and root out 
the thermal conditions that can frequent 
the area Often—especially in the 
spring—they are rewarded with far more 
than simply mild wind. 

SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

The determined sailor will often find 
fairly consistent wave sailing in what is 
labeled "local’’ Mexico, the area in that 
country between the border (15 miles 
away) and Puerto Nuevo. This area has a 
large variety of launch sites, and the wind 
in the spring is typically 15 to 20 knots with 
occasionally stronger days (the wind 
begins to slow down in mid-summer, 
picks up in the fall, then reaches a low in 
December). Surf is small- to medium¬ 
sized with outstanding shape. 

On good days, waves with outstand¬ 
ing shape reel into classic surfing and 
surf-sailing spots such as "K38 n and 
“K39,” named for the closest highway 
kilometer markers. Here you will often see 
sailors such as Maurico Toscano and 
Mark Morgan, as well as the rest of the 
boys, shredding as hard as anybody on 
the coast. 

There are several launches very close 
together, starting around kilometer 39. 
These areas can be vigorous and should 
be avoided by the inexperienced or be¬ 
ginning boardsailor. Although there are 
some beaches, most are not good 
launches because of wind shadows. 

The good spots, like K39, are rock 
beaches with rocky reefs under the shore- 
break. They may not be good for wading 
around, but the sailing conditions are 
excellent in the spring and early summer. 
To get there, take 1-5 south to Tijuana, 
then Mex 1 to Rosarito; turn off onto the 
side road and drive farther south until you 
come across the desired sailing spot. 

One of our favorite things to do while 
on a day trip to Mexico is to stop at 
roadside taco stands for fish tacos and 
cold beers before the trip home. If you 
have more time, you might enjoy visiting 
one of the many lobster restaurants in 
Rosarito. One thing to keep in mind: While 
the trip across the border is free, and 
there are no charges for sailing, be pre¬ 
pared for M el Mordida" (police payments, 
which might average in the $20 ballpark). 
Also, look out for long lines at customs. 

THE HOME FRONT 

If you prefer warm air, mild water tem¬ 
peratures, and easy winds in flat water, 
stay north of the border. Launches such 
as "J" street marina in south San Diego 
Bay and the Hilton in Mission Bay provide 
user-friendly sites, complete with grass 
rigging areas, sand beaches, showers, 
and restrooms. The launches are safe 
and easy, and free. Here you'll find lots of 



learning, big board cruising, and occa¬ 
sional slalom sailing. Typically, the winds 
are eight to 12 knots and blow from the 
northwest. In the spring and fall the wind 
is a bit stronger, say 10 to 15 knots. Bay 
sailing is perfect for moderate wind sla¬ 
lom sailing and longboard cruising. 

As a general rule, from May through 
September you won't need a wetsuit, 
while the rest of the year you do, though 
you rarely need a drysuit. 

To find "J” street, take 1-5 south from 
downtown into Chula Vista, look for the "J" 
street exit, and swing a right toward the 
bay. The road winds around the marina 
and ends right at the park, which is the 
best launch. To get to the Hilton, drive 
north from downtown on 1-5 to East Mis¬ 
sion Bay Drive; that takes you right by the 
Hilton and the launch is immediately north 
of the building. 

Another popular sailing spot in Mission 
Bay is on the north end of Santa Clara 
Point. It's in a more open part of the bay 
than the Hilton launch. The water here is 
cleaner and the wind a little steadier 
because of its proximity to the ocean. All 
the amenities found at the other sites can 
be found here. To find Santa Clara Point 
from downtown, take 1-5 north to 1-8 west, 
exit at West Mission Bay Drive, turn left 
onto Mission Boulevard, then left again 
onto Santa Clara. Rentals are available 
from Mission Bay Sports Center. 

Higher winds can be found at some of 
the local lakes, such as Lake Morena and 
Lake Hodges—on a good day as much as 
double the wind strength found in the bay. 
Here you’ll mostly find slalom sailing and 
big board cruising. These lakes charge a 
nominal admission fee but offer other 
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The Maui Windsurf Company 

520 Keolani Place, Kahului, Maui 96732 
Toll free: 800-872-0999, Telephone: 808-877-4816 
FAX: 808-877-4696 


We'll make it fun and easy! 

The friendly staff at The Maui Windsurf 
Company and Vela can arrange your entire 
vacation or simply provide you with the 
finest windsurfing equipment and lesson 
programs on the Island. Whether you are a 
novice or expert, we will guide you to the best 
of Maui's wide range of sailing conditions. 


Maui's best rental equipment 

Choose from our huge selection of Angulo 
customs, transition and long boards from 
Fanatic, Seatrend and Windsurfing Hawaii. 
Complete rigs feature your choice of Neil 
Pryde or ART sails and Windsurfing Hawaii 
booms and bases. As your skills improve or 
conditions change, it's easy to exchange your 
equipment (no charge) at our convenient 
location 1/2 mile from Kanaha Beach Park. 


Waterstarts in 3 days 

Maui Magic Windsurfing School lets you 
advance at your own pace with private or 
small group lessons geared to your ability 
and goals. Dave and Mamie Crans' 
innovative programs feature on the water 
radio communication and instructional 
videos right on the beach. 


Vacation Packages from $789. 

With one call to Vela 
you can arrange your 
entire vacation. 

Complete round trip 
air, car, condominium 
and equipment 
packages are available. Depart any day of 
the week, stay any number of nights over 3 
and pay only for the options you need. 

For vacation packages, rental and lesson 
reservations and free color brochure 

Call Vela toll free: 800-223-5443 

For private vacation home, rental and lesson information 

Call Maui toll free: 800-872-0999 
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activities such as fishing, mountain bik¬ 
ing, and hiking. For more information, (not 
all the lakes are always open for windsurf¬ 
ing, though Lake Morena is) call the San 
Diego lakes hotline at 619-463-0137, or 
the Lake Morena hotline at 619-478-5473. 

Most of the area’s lakes that are open 
for boardsailing are only a short drive from 
Mission Beach, with the exception of Lake 
Morena, which is one and a half hours 
away. It’s worth the trip, as it’s your best 
bet during the spring and early summer 
due to a thermal-like condition. It is also 
in an outstandingly beautiful region. 

Those interested in trying to learn the 
ebb, the flow, and the crunch of the more 
enticing wave sailing aspect of the sport 
may find ideal conditions at Tourmaline 
Street in Pacific Beach. Springtime con¬ 
ditions here provide the most consistent 
sailing of the year at a spot once billed 
"the best place in the world for learning 
how to wave sail." The long sandy beach 
and non-aggressive waves make for a fun 
playground for beginners and experts as 
well. Showers are available for washing 
off after you've gone through the rinse 
cycle in the surf. Wind strength is very 
close to that found in the bay and usually 
fluctuates during the day, reaching its 
high around 2 to 3 p.m. 

To get there, exit the freeway at West 
Mission Bay Drive, turn left onto Mission 


Boulevard and follow it until it turns into La 
Jolla Boulevard then, make your first left 
onto Tourmaline. Proceed down the hill to 
the parking lot, and casually check the 
conditions by leaning your head outside 
the car window to "feel 1 ' the wind velocity. 
Then park your vehicle by accelerating to 
30 mph, pulling the emergency brake, 
and sliding into the front spot of the middle 
row backwards (which is by far the cool¬ 
est spot to park in). You must then exit 
your car while cramming one whole taco 
into your mouth Loosen your tie-downs 
while you wipe guacamole on your shorts 
and proceed to rig up. 

All kidding aside, Tourmaline is a 
great, low-key place to wave sail. 

San Diego sailors are—without excep¬ 
tion-outgoing and friendly. They still 
remember the early days of windsurfing 
for which they hold a great deal of re¬ 
spect. The olden days are the golden 
days in a city that held the first-ever 
Windsurfer Worlds, and still supports the 
oldest windsurfing shop on the West 
Coast. Don't be surprised if you run into 
some old windsurfing legends, like Rick 
Hoolko, Mike Oddi, or Mark Reynolds. 

You’re not going to find daily 40-knot 
trade winds in San Diego, but if you are 
willing to explore the different areas 
around the city, you’ll find good sailing 
and enjoyable people .—Jon Davies 


San Diego Fast Facts 


Launch Sites: K-39 (Mexico), ”J n Street 
Marina in the San Diego Bay, the Hilton, the 
north end of Santa Clara Point in Mission Bay, 
Lake Morena, Lake Hodges, Tourmaline 
Street in Pacific Beach. 

Wind Speed: Spring, early summer, and 
fall. 10 to 15 knots; later summer, eight to 10 
knots; winter, six to eight knots. 

Temperature Range: The water aver¬ 
ages 63 degrees year-round, typically as 
high as 67 in the summer and as low as 58 in 
the winter. The annual air temperature aver¬ 
ages 70.1 degrees high and 57 degrees low. 
In the summer it may creep up to 75 degrees, 
and in the winter the highs will typically be in 
the mid-60s. 

Type of Sailing: Slalom sailing, big 
board cruising, wave sailing. 

Boardsailing Events and Activities: 

The Mission Bay Classic will be held August 
10 through 12. sponsored by Myers's Rum, 
and is planned to include the West Coast 
Championships. Also, the National Nostal¬ 
gia Race, held in the fall, features past 
windsurfing greats. For more information on 
these events, call the San Diego Sailing 
Center at 619-483-6760. Local races can be 
found every two or three weeks. For more 
information, call the Santa Clara Racing 
Association, 619-488-WAVE; ask for Mary 
Lynn Hyde. 

Windsurf Shops: San Diego Sailing Cen¬ 


ter, equipment and lessons, 619-488-0651; 
Mission Bay Sports Center, rentals, 619-488- 
1004; Hobie Sports Center, equipment, 619- 
483-6760; Windsport, equipment, rentals, 
lessons, 619-488-4642; C.A.R.R. Water 
Sports, equipment, rentals, lessons, 619- 
544-0133; Leeward Windsurfing, equipment, 
rentals, lessons, 619-225-9455. 

Lodging: The Catamaran Hotel in Pacific 
Beach is fairly expensive but very nice, 619- 
488-1081. Inexpensive, but clean, nice, and 
friendly is the Sportsman's Lodge, 619-224- 
3434. Low-budget camping is available at 
Campland on the Bay in Pacific Beach, 619- 
274-6260 (hookups for RVs available). 

Closest Metropolitan Area: Los Ange¬ 
les is 127 miles away. 

Restaurants: The Esperanto Cafe in Pa¬ 
cific Beach for great Italian food (moderately 
priced); Filippi's Pizza in Pacific Beach offers 
terrific pizza; for excellent and inexpensive 
Mexican food, try Dona Maria's in Mission 
Beach. 

Bars: Moose McGillycuddy’s is a dancing 
spot with an uptown atmosphere; the Cass 
Street Bar & Grill is very relaxed, busy, and 
fun; Kahuna’s Surf is a down and dirty pool 
bar with great margaritas. 

Wind Report: Call 488-WIND (San Diego 
Sailing Center), for Bay Wind information and 
reports on elsewhere. Lakes hotline: 463- 
0137. Lake Morena hotline: 619-478-5473. 
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For Reservations or 
information contact: 


Mr. Bill's Boardsailing Adventures 
111 Oak St. 'Hood River, OR 97031 

1 - 800 - 426-4981 

1-503-386-6800 
FAX: 1-503-386-4899 



MAMMOTH LAKES, 
CALIFORNIA 

n a typical spring day in Mammoth 
Lakes, you can rise before the sun 
to go fishing, go skiing on corn snow 
before lunch, drive 15 minutes to the local 
windsurfing spot for an afternoon of sail¬ 
ing, and then soak that evening in a natu¬ 
ral hot spring. Or you can mix your 
windsurfing with hiking, mountain biking, 


Launch Sites: The Alkali Ponds, 10 min¬ 
utes outside town, and the Klondike Reser¬ 
voir, about an hour outside town. 

Monthly Wind Speed Average: Be¬ 
tween 10 and 15 knots in the spring, with pre- 
and post-frontal peaks of 40-plus knots. 
Fronts can come through about once a week. 

Temperature Range: Generally in the 
50s and 60s in the spring, with forays into the 
30s and 70s. The water temperature is in the 
50s. 

Type of Sailing: Shortboard and long- 
boarding. 

Surf Shops: Wave Flight (Mammoth 
Lakes), 619-934-3805; Sierra Sailboards 
(June Lake), 619-934-6279. Both shops 
open May to June. 

Lodging: Motel 6,619-934-6660; Shilo Inn, 
800-222-2244; and a host of others. For more 
information and reservations, call the Mam¬ 
moth Lakes Information and Reservations 
Center, 619-934-5000. For campground in¬ 
formation, call the U.S. Forest Service, 619- 
934-2505. 


rock climbing, hang gliding, or photo¬ 
graphing the spectacular locale—sur¬ 
rounded by 14,000-foot snowcapped 
peaks of the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

If you're a sailor with a yen for sporting 
diversity, consider visiting this community 
of 5,000, one of the largest and busiest ski 
resort areas in North America—where the 
ski season can extend into the Fourth of 
July weekend. The ideal season to sail is 
April to early July, where steady pre- and 
post-frontal conditions prevail. 

This is a high-altitude sailing site 
(6,800 feet) with the temperature varying 
anywhere from the 30s to the 70s, but 
generally in the 50s to 60s. Be sure to 
include a full wetsuit or a drysuit and 
booties, as the local ponds are fed by 
streams formed by the melting snows of 
the nearby Sierra 

Between April and July, the winds blow 
out of the south-southwest at an average 
of 15 to 18 knots, peaking at 40-plus when 
a front comes through. The locals use 
between 3.5 and 6.5 meter sails with 5.5 
to 6.5 the average, and, depending on 
conditions, use short or longboards. 

The Mammoth-June Lakes airport, just 
outside town, is accessible via Reno, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, or Oakland. U.S. 
Highway 395 passes right through Mam¬ 
moth Lakes, which lies 300 miles north of 
Los Angeles and 180 miles south of Reno. 

THE SAILING SPOTS 

The windsurfing location nearest 
Mammoth Lakes is the Alkali Ponds. To 
get there, head south on U .S. 395 from the 
town for 10 miles. Just past the airport is 
Whitmore-Benton Crossing Road (look for 


Closest Metropolitan Areas: Reno, 
Nevada, is 180 miles north. 

Restaurants: More than 50 in the area. Try 
Anything Goes or The Stove for breakfast, 
and the Island Cafe, Berger's Burgers, or 
Roberto's for dinner. In Bishop, try El Charro 
Avitia, which serves great Mexican food. 

Bars: Many in Mammoth Lakes, including 
the popular Whiskey Creek Restaurant. 

Other Activities: Skiing, snowboarding, 
cross-country skiing (for more ski informa¬ 
tion, call 619-934-2571). Snowmobiling (call 
Mammoth Lakes Snowmobile Association, 
619-934-7291). Dogsledding (call Dog Sled 
Adventures. 619-934-6270). Backpacking 
(if you're looking for an outfitter, two summer¬ 
time possibilities are McGee Creek Pack Sta¬ 
tion, 619-935-4324, and Reds Meadow Pack 
Train, 619-873-3928). Balloon riding (call 
High Sierra Ballooning Company, 619-934- 
7188). 

Wind Report: For Alkali Ponds, call the 
Mammoth-June Lakes Airport, 619-934- 
3825. For the Klondike Reservoir, call the 
Bishop Airport, 619-872-2971. 
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the green church on the corner). Four 
miles down this paved road are the Alkali 
Ponds. The main pond, right next to the 
road, is where the sailing is, and the 
parking and rigging areas are obvious 
Be sure to park off the roadway. There’s 
plenty of room on the huge grassy shore¬ 
line to set up. 

This pond is shallow. You can stand 
on the bottom just about anywhere in it— 
it's a great place to learn waterstarts— 
and no PFD laws are in effect. The water 
is alkaline (as you might have guessed), 
so be advised to bring some fresh water 
along to rinse off with (alkaline water 
makes you feel slippery). If the sailing 
conditions are less than satisfactory, or if 
you don’t like alkaline water, you can go to 
the freshwater Klondike Reservoir, where 
the altitude is about 4,000 feet and the 
temperature six to 10 degrees warmer. 
It’s also quite a bit farther from Mammoth 
Lakes. Travel 50 miles south on U.S. 395 
and you’ll see it right next to the road. It’s 
two miles north of the town of Big Pine and 
opposite several large white satellite 
dishes. And there’s a big sign. 

The Klondike Reservoir is close to the 
Bishop Airport and you should call the 
airport (619-872-2971) to see how condi¬ 
tions are before making the big trip down. 
While conditions at the reservoir may dif¬ 
fer from those at the Alkali Ponds, the 
seasonal wind conditions are similar. The 
reservoir is deeper, going to a depth of 
about 10 feet, but it’s shallow for the first 
50 feet in. There is one main launch site, 
an obvious open sandy area, and no PFD 
laws are in effect. 

The Alkali Ponds and Klondike Reser¬ 
voir are the two windsurfing locations in 
the spring; when summer rolls along, 
several other locations open (when the 
ice breaks up). 

Two windsurfing shops serve the area, 
but they don’t open until about June. 
Wave Flight is right in Mammoth Lakes 
(619-934-3805) and Sierra Sailboards, in 
June Lake, offers the only rentals and 
lessons in the area (619-934-6279). 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

A variety of motels are on Mammoth 
Lakes’ Main Street, ranging from the 
economical Motel 6 to the more pricey 
Shilo Inn. If you center your windsurfing at 
the Klondike Reservoir, you can stay at 
the Best Western in nearby Bishop. There 
are also an infinite number of condomini¬ 
ums available for rent—a good option if 
you go with a group. For information on 
condos for rent or motel reservations, call 
the Mammoth Lakes information and res¬ 
ervations center at 619-934-5000. On the. 
edge of town is an RV park as well as 
several campgrounds. To find out about 
campground availability, call the U.S. 
Forest Service at 619-873-4207. 

Because this is a resort town, restau¬ 
rants abound, ranging from the gourmet 
(Roget’s, Tamarack Lodge Restaurant, 
Josh Slocum's) to the fast-food joints. 
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TRAVEL PACKAGES 
INCLUDING AIR, CAR, ACC0MM0I 
AND: 


Complete Hi-Tech sailboard and 
equipment rentals (beginner to 
expert) * 


Alan Cadiz's "Hawaiian 


Sailboarding Techniques" 


instruction 


Call Maui Windsurfari 

To " Free: 1 - 800 - 367-8047 e*t. 334 

or Hi-Tech Sailboards 

230 Hana Highway. Kahului, HI 96732 808-877-2111 
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Some excellent restaurant choices would 
be Anything Goes or The Stove for break¬ 
fast, and the Island Cafe, Berger’s Bur¬ 
gers, or Roberto’s for dinner. In Bishop, 
near the Klondike Reservoir, is El Charro 
Avitia, which serves great Mexican food. 
You’ll find it on Main Street. 

As for nightlife, Whiskey Creek Restau¬ 
rant is tops. It has a great seafood bar, 
happy hour, live bands, dancing, and is a 
local favorite—it would be a good idea to 
make reservations. If a blue-collar crowd 
is your preference, try Grumpy’s. 

You will not lack for things to do in the 
area. If you’re looking for the hot springs, 
ask the local sailors. There are different 
locations, and those who live here don’t 
want their favorite haunts advertised in a 
national magazine and overtaken by tour¬ 
ists. But there’s a good location within a 
mile of the Alkali Ponds. 

Mammoth Lakes is a fun town to roam, 
with its many quaint shops and boutiques. 
If it’s sports you’re after, you’ll find great 
skiing, snowboarding, cross-country 
skiing, snowmobiling, dogsledding, 
backpacking, water skiing, and more 
(see box for phone numbers). Fishing 
season begins in mid-April. If spectacu¬ 
lar views of the mountains are what you 
want, you can ride the gondola to the 
summit of Mammoth Mountain, or take a 
hot air balloon flight. 

There's no lack of things to do here 
when the wind is down .—Jim Stimson 


THE VIRGINIA PENINSULA, 
VIRGINIA 

he Chesapeake Bay has long been 
known as one of the sailing centers of 
the world for all types of sailboats, 
and it stands to reason that it’s equally 


suited for windsurf¬ 
ing There are 
miles and miles of 
open water, or you 
can sail in the more 
protected environ¬ 
ment of the many 
smaller rivers and 
inlets (actually, 
with all the rivers, 
estuaries and in¬ 
lets in the Chesap¬ 
eake Bay, it offers 
more waterfront 
property than any 
other tributary sys¬ 
tem in the world). 

This article will 
focus on the lower 
part of the bay, and 
look at a popular 
windsurfing area in 
what is called “The 
Peninsula" by the 
locals. This body 
of land has water 
on three sides— 
the bay to the east, the York River to the 
northeast, and the James River to the 
south and southwest. Newport News and 
Hampton are the peninsula’s major cities; 
smaller towns of note include Yorktown, 
Poquoson, and Williamsburg. 

The best sailing seasons here are the 
spring and fall, especially when the 





happy. Flat water, 

steady winds that average between 15-20 knots and gust up to unbeliev¬ 
able, an ample supply of up-to-the-minute equipment and an unlimited 
supply of warm Caribbean sun. In other words, windsurfing in Aruba 
will blow you away. 

For more information call the number below. For reservations see 
your travel agent. 1-800-TO-ARUBA (NY 212-246-3030). 

ARUBA. ONE HAPPY ISLAND. 
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nor’easters come through Then, the 
wind often blows 30 to 40 knots for two or 
three days and the water gets rough—15- 
to 18-foot ocean waves are common. 
When fronts pass through, northeast 
winds can blow from 20 to 40 knots for two 
to three days, and when the front leaves, 
we’ll get a good northwest wind for one 
day, anywhere from 15 to 25 knots. 

In the summer and winter, it doesn’t 
blow as hard, but in winter you’ll usually 
get at least one 15- to 20- knot day a 
week. When fronts move through in the 
summer, shortboard sailing is excellent. 
Normally throughout the season the wind 
averages five to 10 knots, although it’s not 
uncommon in any season to find strings of 
15- to 20-knot days out of the southwest. 

In the beginning of April, the water be¬ 
gins to warm up from its winter tempera¬ 
tures of around 40 degrees. By mid-May 
you don’t need a wetsuit. During the 
summer, the shallower waters stay 
around 80 degrees. Between October 
and mid-November it’s time for a wetsuit, 
but nothing drastic. The water doesn’t get 
down to the 40s until December. Even 
then, you’ll find more than a handful of 
dedicated sailors out on the waters. 

GOOD SAILING SPOTS 

Fort Monroe. This is the most popular 
sailing spot on the Peninsula. It's an open 
military base, which means anyone can 
go on it. You sail in a tidal inlet called Mill 
Creek, which is like a big lake for flatwater 
sailing. The water is shallow and ideal for 
practicing beach starts and waterstarts— 
great for the novice. 

The best wind direction here is north or 
northeast, although any direction is sail- 
able because the surrounding land is flat 
and not much above sea level. Any and 
all types of equipment can be seen here, 
depending on the wind. There’s a small 
sand beach to launch from and a huge 
grass field for rigging. Virginia doesn’t 
require PFDs. 

Sometimes, windskaters cruise the old 
airport strip adjacent to Mill Creek; the 
only problem is that you occasionally 
have to keep your eyes and ears open for 
military helicopters. 

Fort Monroe is where most of the local 
regatta activity takes place. W.E.T. 
(Windsurfing Enthusiasts of Tidewater, 
804-851-9359) has most of its series 
races there and the big annual event, The 
Lotto Regatta (June 17 this year) attracts 
sailors from up and down the East Coast. 
It's a unique regatta in which sailors sail 
around a course in a given amount of 
time; each time they pass the starting 
point their sail number is marked on a 
card that’s dropped into a box. Later the 
cards are drawn for prizes. Thus, a begin¬ 
ner has a chance to win a top prize (usu¬ 
ally a sailboard), though the more ad¬ 
vanced sailors who sailed the course 
faster will have more chances to win. 

To get to Fort Monroe, take the last 1-64 
exit (the sign says “Fort Monroe") before 
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OGER’S WINDSURF PLACE in 

Native Roger Jumens, Owner and Manager, has been ARUBA'S 
WINDSURFING CHAMPION FOR THE PAST 8 YEARS. He is also an 
active sailor on the PBA World Circuit, finishing 9th overall in the Aruba 
Hi-Winds Long Distance. 


♦TOP QUALITY 


*SUPER SERVICE 


♦BEST PRICES 


♦GREAT LOCATION Down the beach from the world-famous 
Fisherman's Huts. 

Select from a wide range of production 
and custom equipment. 

A complete retail shop in addition to an 
extensive and complete lesson program. 
Sails rigged and ready to go! 

One-Week Package That Includes: 

■ Oceanfront A/C accommodations 

■ Complete windsurfing equipment rentals. 
15% tax and service 

STARTING AT ONLY $299 

(Low Season) based on double occupancy 
(Also available oceanfront. five bedroom house for groups) 

Write or Call: ROGER'S WINDSURF PLACE 
Smith Blvd. 472. P.O. Box 461, Malmok, Aruba; 

Phone or Fax: 0112978-21918 Or Call USA 800-237-9445 
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DISCOVER 

WINDSURFING BONAIRE 

A NEW MISTRAL HIGHWIND CENTER 
AT AN IDEAL LOCATION 
WITH GREAT CONDITIONS! 

WINDSURFING BONAIRE, 
LOCATED AT LAC-BAY 

A STRONG AND CONSTANT CROSS-ONSHORE 
WIND WITH FLAT WATERS INSIDE THE BAY 
AND FANTASTIC WAVE RIDING 
AND JUMPING OUTSIDE THE BAY 

JAN-AUG: 16-25 Knots • SEPT-DEC: 14-20 Knots 



DISCOVER WINDSURFING BONAIRE, 
CARRYING ONLY FIRST-CLASS 
EQUIPMENT IN GUARANTEED 
TOP CONDITION 

For information and reservations, 
wnte. call or fax to: 

WINDSURFING BONAIRE 
ATT: ERNST van VLIET 
P.O. BOX 301, BONAIRE 
TEL/FAX 011 (599)7-5363 


CORPUS CHRISTI 

SERIOUS WIND 


Fu11-Sci‘vk\* Windsurf Shop 


FANATIC JBI 

—Test Center — 



10721 S.P.LD. 

Corpus Christi.TX 78418 (512) 937-WAVE 


Hi Performance Rentals and 
Lessons: Beginning to Advanced 
by the day or week 

We also stock WINDWING • WESTWIND • 
WINDSURFING HAWAII • HAWAII FREE¬ 
STYLE • NAUTIX • TRUE AMES • ARGUL0 
• KC.FIBER • WORLD TOUR • SERFIAC & 

much much more! 

CORPUS CHRISTTS 
WINDSURF SHOP FORTHE 
TRAVELING SAILOR 


WIND & WAVE 
WATERSPORTS 

WIND SERIOUS 
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The First 80 s 
Of The 90’s. 

Come experience the first 80 degree 
temperatures of the 1990 racing sea¬ 
son at the 10th annual South Padre 
Island/Winter Park Blowout 90. The 
competition will be heating up and 
so will the temperatures as board- 
sailers from around the U.S. chal¬ 
lenge each other in triangle, slalom 
and long distance competitions. 
Don’t get cold feet. Set your course 
for South Padre Island this Spring 
and enjoy the best boardsailing 
under the sun. 

10th Annual 
South Padre Island/ 
Winter Park 
Blowout 90. 

Friday, May 4- 
Sunday, May 6,1990. 

For race information write: 
Jibber 

Island Sailboat Rentals 
RO. Box 2527 

South Padre Island, Texas 78597 

For lodging information call or write: 
South Padre Island Visitor 
& Convention Bureau 
P.O. Box 3500-WR, 

South Padre Island, TX. 78597 
1-800-343-2368 or 512-761-6433 
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crossing the Hampton Roads Bridge 
tunnel (if you're traveling east), then follow 
the signs from there. 

Buckroe Beach. If you prefer 
shortboard sailing with occasional small 
waves, Buckroe Beach is the place to go, 
especially with a good northeast wind 
Buckroe is just a few miles north of Fort 
Monroe, but faces the mouth of the Che¬ 
sapeake Bay to the east. It's seldom flat 
due to its openness to the Atlantic Ocean 
and the frequent passage of tankers, 
freighters, and large boats. The parking 
and rigging areas are plentiful and adja¬ 
cent to the large sand beach. You may 
share the beach with the local surfers. 

The Buckroe Regatta is held twice 
yearly, in the spring and fall. You can 
expect anything from 8.0 to 4.5 sail 
weather for these regattas. At press time, 
the fall regatta is a leading contender for 
hosting the North American Mistral One 
Design Championship. 

Getting to Buckroe Beach is easy 
enough. From 1-64, take Mercury Boule¬ 
vard north, continue until you reach 
Pembroke Avenue; turn left, take it to the 
end, and you're there. 

Jamestown Beach. Jamestown 
Beach is a brackish water site on the 
James River with fresh enough water to 
prohibit jellyfish from ever becoming a 
problem. The best wind direction is from 
west to south. This is a good place for 
both beginning and advanced sailors, 
depending on the wind. It’s a shallow 
area with a sandy bottom. If the winds are 
light, it’s an excellent place to learn. In 
stronger winds, you can get pretty good- 


sized chop. There is a small sand beach 
and a very large grass field to rig in 

When you’re off the water, check out 
this historic port. Replicas of the Nina, 
Pinta, and Santa Maria are docked at a 
pier near the beach, and you can examine 
the technology Columbus had when he 
brought his crew to the New World. This 
is all part of Jamestown Festival Park, 
which includes a replica of the original 
settlement, Jamestown Village, and an 
Indian village. 

You’ll find Jamestown Beach by taking 
Exit 199 off 1-64, traveling about four 
miles, then turning left on Jamestown 
Road. Follow the signs to Jamestown If 
you take the road to its end, just before the 
ferry, you’ll see a dirt parking lot where 
you can park. Sometimes you'll have to 
pay a nominal fee. Or you can park in 
town and walk to the beach. 

Yorktown Beach This location is for 
intermediate to advanced sailors unless 
it's a calm day. The water gets deep really 
fast and the current can be pretty strong. 
Also, there can be quite a bit of boat 
traffic. But when the wind blows out of the 
north or northeast, there can be good 
chop or even a swell coming into the area 
that makes for exciting sailing. This 
beach on the York River does not require 
any access fee, but in the middle of the 
summer parking can be difficult. Rigging 
is limited to the beach area, unlike the big 
grass fields at the other sites. 

This is another historic area, sur¬ 
rounded by the Yorktown battleground. 
Lord Cornwallis had his stronghold here 
in the Revolutionary War. The Yorktown 


Newport News/Hampton Fast Fags 


Launch Sites: Buckroe Beach and Fort 
Monroe on the eastern peninsula, Yorktown 
Beach on the York River, and Jamestown 
Beach on the James River. 

Wind Speed: Average is five to 10 knots. 
Best in spring and fall when it occasionally 
blows 30 to 40 knots for several days in a row. 
Expect higher winds when fronts or 
nor'easters pass through. 

Temperature Range: The water is in the 
40s in the winter, 70 to 80 in the summer. The 
air is in the 40s in the winter on average, and 
in the 80s and 90s in the summer. 

Type of Sailing: Shortboarding, long- 
boarding, and occasional wave sailing. 

Boardsailing Events and Activities: 

The Lotto Regatta, June 17, a unique event 
that combines skill with luck. Call Eastern 
Sports, 804-872-7292. The Buckroe Regatta 
in the fall is a leading contender at press time 
to host the North American Mistral One De¬ 
sign Championships. The event is put on by 
the Windsurfing Enthusiasts of Tidewater, 
804-851-9359. 

Windsurf Shops: Eastern Sports (804- 
872-7292) in Newport News has equipment, 


does repairs, and offers rentals. BWS Surf 
Center (804-827-6260) in Flampton provides 
full service; at press time it has not decided 
if it will provide rentals this season or not. 

Lodging: Many motel chains in Newport 
News and Hampton. Near Monroe Beach is 
the historic Chamberlain Hotel (804-723- 
6511), and near both Monroe Beach and 
Buckroe Beach is the Radisson (800-333- 
3333). 

Closest Metropolitan Area: Norfolk 
and Richmond, Virginia. Norfolk is closer, 
but if you consider traffic, it takes about an 
hour to drive to each. 

Restaurants: Every chain is represented 
in the area. Fine dining in Williamsburg: The 
Trellis (moderate) and The Williamsburg Inn 
(very expensive). 

Bars: In Newport News, good spots are the 
Red Baron and Steamers, both with live 
music. 

Wind Report: Call 804-877-1221 for wind 
and tide conditions; it's updated every quar¬ 
ter hour. Also call Eastern Sports windsurf¬ 
ing shop, 804-872-7292. 
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Visitor’s Center, monuments, and battle¬ 
fields are definitely worth exploring. 

To get here, take the Route 17 exit off 
1-64, and go all the way north until you get 
to the last exit before you cross the York- 
town Bridge, a k a. the Coleman Memo¬ 
rial Bridge Follow the signs to Yorktown 
and go through the heart of the town; then 
you’ll see the beach. 


There are two sailboard shops on the 
Peninsula: Eastern Sports in Newport 
News and BWS Surf Center in Hampton. 
Eastern Sports caters to boardsailors 
year-round with several board lines and 
all the accessories. BWS Surf Center has 
previously been closed during the off¬ 
season, but reports that it will be catering 
to sailors year-round beginning this 
spring, with full service. Rentals are 
available at Eastern; BWS Surf Center at 
press time is deciding whether or not to 
provide them this year (Rentals are not 
available at any site.) 

Between Newport News and Hampton 
you’ll find every motel and fast food chain 
you’ve ever heard of. The area is spread 
out, and lodging within an easy walk of the 
sailboarding sites is not to be found— 
with the exception of the historic Cham¬ 
berlain Hotel (804-723-6511) at Monroe 
Beach. It used to be a resting and party 
place for Presidents and dignitaries, but 
has lost some of its luster over the years. 
Now it's quite economical and has a great 
Sunday brunch. Close to Fort Monroe 
and Buckroe Beach is the brand new Ra- 
disson; call 800-333-3333. 

If it's fine dining you’re after, consider 
two Williamsburg restaurants. The Trellis, 
a dressy/casual place, is known as a 
starting place for many famous chefs. If 
you want to sample a five-star restaurant, 
give the Williamsburg Inn a try, but be 
prepared to shell out a fortune. 

Two popular lounges in Newport News 
are the Red Baron restaurant and lounge 
and Steamers. Both have live entertain¬ 
ment and will help keep the good times 
rolling after a great day on the water.— 
Wayne McLellan 


NEW ORLEANS 

E veryone knows New Orleans is a 
sensational place to visit; it's also a 
fine place to go sailing. At the city’s 
northern border is the mammoth Lake 
Pontchartrain, and you'll find sailors on it 
year-round. 

The best time for wind begins in the fall 
and finishes strongly in the spring. As the 
cold fronts start rolling in during October 
and November, out come the 
shortboards. You'll get two or three days 
a week of shortboard weather on the 
average. Optimum board lengths are 9.0 
to 9.1 feet and average sail sizes are 5.0 
to 5.7, with an occasional 4.0 day. Split 
fins or slotted ones will work well in the 
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ARUBA 
PALM BEACH 

RESCXH A/C CASJNO 


• Launch from our beautiful 
beachfront location 

• Shallow flat water makes 
beachstarts, waterstarts, and 
jibes a breeze 

• Warm year-round water 
teynperature of 78-82° 

• Constant winds provide 
Ultimate Speed Thrills 

Our resort combines a carefree, 
casual atmosphere with great 
restaurants, tennis, 2 freshwater 
pools, gambling casino, nightly 
entertainment, and a wide variety 
of excursions and ivatcrsports . 

For more information and reser¬ 
vations call: 1 - 800 - 345-2782 
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Complete Windsurfing 
Vacations April 8-December 
20, 1990 including: land, 
air, equipment rental, 
options and extras. 
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ARUBA 


ANTIGUA 


NASSAU 


DIVI WINDS 

• INSTRUCTION 

• EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

• BOARD STORAGE 

A*fc about our special packages including 
Air/Ho tel/Windwrfmg 
CaH Divi Resorts 

800 - 367-3484 

Ask lor iGm (Ext. 549) or Sue (ExL 276) 


DUKE OF NUKE 
ARUBA SEMINAR 
BY PAT DOUGHERTY 

OF GORGE TECHNOLOGY 
8 DAY/7 NIGHT HIGHWINDS 
CUNICS, APRIL 1-22,1990, 
SPACE LIMITED 
. : Call 503-386-2862 
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chop; there are also some die-hard 
pointer fin sailors around. 

Summertime is the light-wind season, 
and longboards or race boards are rec¬ 
ommended. The bigger the sail the bet¬ 
ter—average sail size for the summer is 
6 8 to 7.2, but bring your 11.0 if you’ve got 
one. Bring along an umbrella and cooler, 
too, because it gets hot and humid. 

A shorty wetsuit is needed from Octo¬ 
ber to late November. A good steamer 
will take you through the winter, but a 
drysuit is the best bet, along with gloves, 
booties, and a hood. By the end of March 
you can get back into your shorty, and by 
May you'll be looking for air conditioning. 

PFDs are advocated by the local Coast 
Guard, but not required. 

WHERETO SAIL 

West End Boat Launch. This launch is 
the prime area for shortboarding It is 
situated on a spit of land that juts out into 
the lake from the south shore. This allows 
for reaches on both northerly and south¬ 
erly winds, which are the best directions 
for the launch. A concrete breakwater 
forms a small harbor around the launches 
and offers good protection on a big north¬ 
erly day. Another breakwater runs from 
the parking lot back down to the south 
shore along the road. Because of the 
rough construction of this breakwater, 
launching and recovery of your board is 
not recommended. The locals launch 
either out of the harbor or over one par¬ 
ticular spot in the rocks. 
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The water right off shore is about nine 
feet deep; combine this with the long 
breakwater and you've got an intermedi¬ 
ate to advanced area. Sailing out and 
back to the launch is a must, but if you 
decide to get out on the breakwater, you'll 
have earned the local distinction of be¬ 
coming a “rock star.” We've all been rock 
stars. Don't forget the dingstick. 

Area sailors rely on the northern cold 
fronts throughout the season for big wind. 
Usually, the day before the front's arrival 
a nice breeze will pick up out of the south 
around noon, making for relatively flat 
water and great speed reaches. The wind 
will peak about 4 p.m., then switch to the 
north. That'll be it for the day. 

The next day, the launch will be filled 
with the locals by 6 in the morning on 
“dawn patrol," looking to sail in the stiffest 
breezes of the front that stormed in during 
the night. The lake becomes a whipped 
up cauldron of frothy six-foot rollers, and 
tests your upwind sailing ability and wa- 
terstart technique—it's perfect for upwind 
airtime and accelerating jibes. If you're 
already a flawless jiber, hop in and go for 
it. If not, you'll find yourself practicing in 
wonderfully adverse conditions, and 
once you get it down here, you’ll be a hero 
jiber anywhere. 

The waves on a northerly day tend 
toward confusion early on, but as the day 
goes on the water gets more organized 
and the sets start rolling in. Lake 
Pontchartrain is quite shallow (15 foot 
average) so the ground swells become 
rather large. Sailing off the wind to the 
south shore you'll come across an area 
called “Little Maui," and it’s here that the 
waves take on speed and definition. Go 
down there and have fun, but remember 
that you've got to get back to the launch 
from there—you don't want to become a 
rock star. 

Parking is ample at West End but the 
rigging areas are small and space is at a 
premium, so be aware of your fellow sail¬ 
ors. Runaway sails in the parking lot can 
take a fair amount of abuse. Keep your 
board strapped to your car rack while 
rigging to prevent it from flying off the roof. 
The local board builders get more than 
their fair share of repairs. 

To get to the launch, if you’re travelling 
from the west, take 1-10 to the 610 bypass 
and exit at West End Boulevard. Go north 
and at the third light, turn left onto Break¬ 
water Drive. Follow it to the end and you'll 
be there. If you're traveling from the east, 
take 1-10 to the 610 bypass and exit at 
Canal Boulevard. Turn right (north), and 
take a left at the third light onto Robert E. 
Lee Boulevard. At the first light, turn right 
onto Lakeshore Drive. Then take your first 
left onto Breakwater Drive and follow the 
road to the end. 

Shelter 2. This launch is the preferred 
sailing location on east and west wind 
days, but especially if the breeze is out of 
the southeast. Because the water depth 
at the bottom of the breakwater averages 
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The Ultimate Windsurfing Destination is Just a Phone Call Away! 

^WINDSURFING 
[CATIONS 



Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare, 
Accommodations and Performance Equipment 

P.O. Gox ,097. — - - - Available Fr0m $659 

Doylestown, PA 18901 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 

TOLL FREE 1-800-635-1155 • PA 215-348-9813 • CANADA 1-800-228-2882 • FAX 215-348-2341 
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ALL LEARNING LEVELS 

OUR PACKAGE IS COMPLETE 

• Basic & Advanced 

• Old Rorida House Lodging 

• Carved Gybes 

• 3 Home-style Meals 

• Water Starts 

• Casual Adult Camaraderie 

• Video Taping & Radios 

• 1990 Fanatic Sailboards . 
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JOIN US IN OUR 7th SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

Patty & Burr Hazen 
The Sailboard Center 
9125 U.S. 1. Sebastian, FL 32958 
407-589-2671 
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Why Waste Time? 

driving into Boston, fighting for a parking 
space and dealing with an impersonal, 
unknowedgeable salesman who’s trying 
to clear out old inventory 


When You Can: 

- shop in peaceful tax free New Hampshire, 
only 45 minutes from Boston 

- talk with professional salesmen who love 
the spon 

- choose from the finest Mistral, Gaastra, 

O'Neill, and Bic windsurfing gear 

- receive exclusive warranty programs 

Also authorized dealers of Pro-Tech, Dill Customs, Hi-Tech, Jimmy Lewis, 
North, Neil Pryde, Fibcrspar, Gorge Technology and Windsurfing Hawaii 
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Podcoge includes 
instruction in Alan Codiz's 


Sailboarding 

Techniques. 


CALL US ABOUT WINDSURFING IN BAJA! 
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six to eight feet, this spot is for the interme¬ 
diate sailor (both Shelter 2 and West End 
are okay for the beginner in the summer 
when the wind is light) 

The launch area, as at West End, also 
juts out into the lake, accommodating 
southerly breeze reaches. A natural cove, 
along with the St. John’s Bayou to the 
south of the launch, creates a great wind 
funnel for a southeast direction. 

The breakwater along the shore is a 
concrete affair but is accessible because 
it is stepped. But wear some type of 
sailing shoe—usually there are barnacles 
growing on the bottom step. On east- 
west days, the reaches are straight out 
and back and you can get out of the water 
anywhere along the seawall. Sailors have 
set several buoys right off the wall so they 
can tie their boards off when taking a 
break, rather than bringing the entire craft 
up to the grass. 

The only direction not sailable at Shel¬ 
ter 2 is northerly—the waves breaking on 
the seawall usually cause the Levee Po¬ 
lice to close Lakeshore Drive for the day. 

Parking is plentiful and the rigging 
area is large and grassy. Shady trees and 
park benches line the waterfront. To get 
to Shelter 2, follow the directions to West 
End, but instead of turning left at Break¬ 
water Drive, go forward on Lakeshore 
Drive and proceed along the lakefront to 
the second public shelter on the right. 

PLACES TO STAY 

New Orleans boasts more hotel/motel 
rooms than any other city in the States. 
Finding a place to stay is as easy as 
picking up the Yellow Pages and calling. 
The closer to the Central Business District 
you get, the more a room costs. If money 
is no object, try the Marriot, the Hilton, or 
one of the quaint French Quarter hotels. 
Near the launches you'll find the Land¬ 
mark Hotel And Towers (moderately 
priced), 504-888-9500; and the Lakeside 
Inn (economical), 504-455-6110. 

There are also bed and breakfast 
spots around the uptown area that make 
for a more personable visit. Listings for 
these places can be obtained at any 
tourist information center, found in most 
major hotel lobbies; there is also one in 
Jackson Square, in the French Quarter. 

As for the eateries, you'll find you’ve 
arrived in culinary heaven. Close to the 
sailing spots, try Sportsman’s Paradise, 
Jaeger’s, Fitzgerald’s, West End Cafe, or 
R&O’s for some really fine seafood. Eat¬ 
ing out is what New Orleanians do best. 
Ask anyone where to eat and they’ll talk 
your ear off for 30 minutes about this 
place or that. The city puts out a diner’s 
guide that also has information on all the 
upcoming activities around the town. 
Pick one up at a tourist information center. 

Nightclubs also abound. Try Bart's on 
Lakeshore Drive or head over to Neo 
Beach later in the evening. Other hot 
spots include Pat O’Brien's in the Quarter 
or head uptown to Fat Harry's, Cooter 
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Brown’s, F&M Patio Bar, or Tipitinas 
music club. These are all local hangouts 
well away from the madding crowds. The 
music industry in New Orleans boasts 
some really fine talent and any one of 150 
live bands can be enjoyed on any given 
night. Then, of course, there's always 
Mardi Gras, but that’s another story alto¬ 
gether —Terry Reifsteck 


New Orleans Fast Facts 


Launch Sites: West End Boat Launch 
and Shelter 2, both on the south shore of 
Lake Pontchartrain. 

Wind Speed: During the spring, fall, and 
winter, the wind is normally 12 to 15 knots 
with peaks of 20 to 30 during the fronts 
(spring is the strongest of the three). In the 
summer, normal wind speed is eight to 10 
knots. 

Temperature Range: In the dead of 
summer the water can get higher than 90 
degrees, and the coldest it gets in the 
winter is about 50 degrees. The average 
air temperature from April to June is about 
83 degrees; from June to September, 95 
degrees; from September to December, 
78 degrees; and from December to April, 
about 48 degrees. 

Type of Sailing: Shortboarding and 
longboarding. 

Boardsailing Events and 
Activities: The two major regattas are 
the Sugar Bowl Regatta in December 
(open to all type of sailing craft, with a 
windsurfing division) and the April Fool’s 
Regatta (April 1), at the West End Boat 
Launch. For more information, call Kerry 
“Wolf’’ Bailey, head of the New Orleans 
Board Sailors, 504-366-2069. 

Windsurf Shops: Windsurf New Or¬ 
leans (504-282-2472) is the only full-serv¬ 
ice retail shop that offers rentals, repairs, 
a large inventory of parts, and runs a 
windsurfing school from April to October. 

Lodging: Motels and hotels are all over 
the place. Near the launch sites are the 
Landmark Hotel and Towers (moderately 
priced), 504-888-9500; and the Lakeside 
Inn (economical), 504-455-6110. 

Closest Metropolitan Area: Baton 
Rouge is 75 miles away, and Biloxi, Mis¬ 
sissippi, is 100 miles away. 

Restaurants: Near the launch sites, try 
Sportsman's Paradise, Jaeger’s, 
Fitzgerald’s, West End Cafe, or R&O’s. 

Bars: Hot spots include Bart's, Neo 
Beach, Pat O'Brien’s, Fat Harry's, Cooter 
Brown’s, F&M Patio Bar, and Tipitinas. 

Wind Report: Call the Coast Guard sta¬ 
tion, 504-589-2331; the Windsurf New Or¬ 
leans shop, 504-282-2472; or tune in the 
cable weather channel 24. 


a beautiful waterfront condo- FOR RENT OR SALE 

minium on famous Hatteras 
Island in Avon, North Carolina 

Pamlico point 



Each unit: $600/week in-season • 3450/week off-season 



OUTSTANDING FEATURES 

• Private Boat Dock 

• Access to Pamlico Sound 

• Access to Ocean 

• Swimming Pool 

• Jacuzzi 

• Private balcony 

• Private decks 

• Wall-to-wall carpeting 

• Central heat and air-conditioning 

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 

• Custom-made kitchen cabinets 


Offered EXCLUSIVELY by 



JNUdgettl^gd% 


Kill Devil Hills • (919) 441-6666 
Rodanthe • (919) 987-2350 
Avon • (919) 995-5333 
Hatteras • (919) 986-2841 
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— CLASSIFIED ——■ 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - For sale or rent. New executive 1 & 2 bedroom condos. Launch from 
your own beach into Cabarete Bay. 20 minutes from airport. $65 per day & up. 809-571-0779. 

GORGE RETREAT ■ Luxury home or cozy studio w/lireplace. Spectacular views. Spacious deck; 
only minutes to windsurfing. 503-297-5061 THE PERCH. 

MAUI BEACH HOUSE - Located between Paia and Hookipa, this private, quiet, fully furnished 
three-bedroom, two-bath house is only fifty yards from private beach. Ideal for up to six people. 
At only $175/night, you'll want to stay forever! Call 808-871-6825. 

SUCCESSFUL SAILBOARD RETAILER in NE seeks investment or purchase by interested 
business person. Respond to DeWolf Fulton Associates, Monkey Wrench Lane, Bristol. Rl 02809. 

401-253-5527. 


APRIL 1990 


139 

































w I N D R I 0 E R 

SCHOOLS & SHOPS 

April 1990 


CALIFORNIA 


HAWAII 


WINOSPORTS-MARIN. Lessons, rentals, 
sales, service, repairs. Catalog $1. 415-459- 
1171. 1595 E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael. CA 
94901 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. Buy direct 
from the warehouse. We ship world wide. 
Tiga, F2, Seatrend, O'Brien, Jimmy Lewis, 
Gorge Animal, Fleetwood, Nautix, Neil Pryde. 
Gaastra, Da Kine, and more Wind computer 
for S.F. Bay area. Call for wind, demos, and 
price quotes. 415-588-1714. 


FLORIDA 


A WINDSURFING PLACES. 3501 Ricken- 
backer Cswy., Miami. Your one-stop shop for 
the best of windsurfing. Best location in South 
Florida. Rentals right on beach. Two minutes 
from great wavesailing. All major brands. 
Lessons, rentals, sales repair, storage. Min¬ 
utes from Miami International Airport. Call us at 
305-361-1225. 

AGUERA WIND & SURF. Retail sales site 
located at Dolphin Village; 4615 Gulf Blvd., St. 
Petersburg Beach, FL 33706. Waterfront les¬ 
son and rental site located at Tradewinds 
Hotel; 5500 Gulf Blvd., St. Petersburg Beach. 
Join us for unforgettable sunsets and great 
windsurfing fun. 813-360-3783. 

AQUA EAST BOARDSAILING 
ACADEMY. “The fun starts here." Sales, 
service. RENTALS, LESSONS. "We guarantee 
success." 696 Atlantic Blvd.. Jacksonville 
Beach, FL 32233.904-246-2550. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 


major brands of boards, accessories and 
beachwear. Professional sales and service. 
2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33133. Order 
hotline 305-858-3034. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. Waterfront lo¬ 
cation. 2755 N. Banana River Dr., Merritt 
Island, FL 32953. Official “Gaastra Test Cen¬ 
ter" for S.E. Mistral certified instructors. Rent¬ 
als, repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407- 
453-3223. 

OBSESSION WATERSPORTS. 222 N. 

Federal Hwy., Dania, FL 33004 (Ft. Lauder¬ 
dale). All major brands. State-of-the-art rental 
and lessons. We ship anywhere. One block 
south of Ft. Lauderdale airport on U.S. 1. 


ler line 305-921 -5802. 

ID DANCER WATERSPORTS. Shop 
, school, and apts. directly on the Gulf of 
ico. 16681 St.. Ft. Myers Beach. FL 33931. 

SwSmUBF1H«.24 2 5N. 

rtenay, Merritt Island, FL A 329 f rh F X' 
rend. Bic Boardworks, Aeroteeh. No 
als. Shortboard headquarters. 40 - 


WIND. 


HANALEI SAILBOARDS. Quality rental 
equipment and instruction Minutes from 
Kauai’s best windsurfing beaches. Box 790, 
Hanalei, HI 96714, 808-826-9000 
HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSUR-FING. 
Maui's biggest rental and retail outlet Offers 
equipment, retail, and travel packages Les¬ 
sons for all levels provided by WINDSURFING 
WEST MAUI. Call 800-231-6958 for a catalog 
and information. 808-871-4981 outside U S. 
HI-TECH KAHULUI. Retail/rental shop fea¬ 
turing Hi-Tech custom boards and the "new” 
Hi-Tech styro-epoxy boards. All new rental 
board fleet. Simmer, North, Pryde Rental 
sails. Near Kanaha, home of Alan Cadiz's HST 
windsurf school. 230 Hana Hwy., Kahului 
808-877-2111. 

HI-TECH PAIA. Craig Maisonville’s original 
store. Maui's oldest windsurf shop. 51 Bald¬ 
win Ave., Paia. 808-579-9297. 

SECOND WIND-MAUI. Largest selection 
of quality used equipment in the world! Retail, 
mail order, travel arrangements. Bruce Jones 
custom sailboards. Alpha speed center. 
Rentals, lessons. Minutes to Kanaha. Ill 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI 96732. 808-877-SHOP 
(7467). 800-852-SHOP (7467). 

THE MAUI WINDSURF COMPANY AND 
MAUI MAGIC WINDSURFING 
SCHOOLS. Closest shops to Kanaha Beach/ 
Airport. Complete air, car, condo, equipment, 
lesson packages available. Maui’s best 
equipment/instruction. See advertisements 
this issue! 520 Keolani Pl„ Kahului, Maui 
96732. 808-877-4816. 800-872-0999. 

INDIANA 


OUTPOST WINDSPORTS. Mistral, HiFly, 
Fanatic, Seatrend, Neil Pryde, Da Kine. Gaas¬ 
tra. Rentals, demos, complete school. New 
and used. Western Michigan's specialists. 
OutPost Windsports, New Buffalo, Ml. 616- 
469-4210. OutPost Windsports, St. Joseph, 
Ml. 619-983-2010. 

KANSAS 


SURFRIDER SAILBOARD CO. Your com¬ 
plete sailboard shop. Certified lessons. Rent¬ 
als. 8606 W. 13th #170, Wichita. KS 67212, 
316-721-SURF. 

MASSACHUSETTS 


: SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
, 508-540-8800. Specializing in high- 
nance equipment and service. AN- 
HAWAII customs. 

IE 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St., 


Nantucket, MA 02554, 508-228-0700. Certi- 
fied Mistral boardsailing school Equipment, 
accessories, clothing for action. 

MICHIGAN 


SURF’S UP. Fanatic, F2, Bic, North, Gaas¬ 
tra. Windsurfing Hawaii, O'Neill. New and 
USED equipment. 30 boards displayed 1 Visa, 
MC phone orders accepted. We ship any¬ 
where! 2840 Orchard Lake Rd . Keego Har¬ 
bor, Ml 48320. 313-681-9100. 

NEW JERSEY 

BOBBY KNAPP SKI & SPORTS. NORTH 
JERSEY'S BOARDSAILING PRO SHOP. The 
best equipment. The best prices. Mistral, 
Fanatic, Seatrend, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Da Kine, Yakima Racks. 
All accessories and more. Rentals. Advice. 
222 E. Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 
07450. 201-444-7576. 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic Region’s boardsail¬ 
ing superstore 1 Unbeatable selection at 
unmatched prices. Leftover specials. Tested 
accessory/hardware department. Used 
equipment. Special F2 prices now. 201-272- 
6991. 

PELICAN SKI SHOP. Route 10 West, 
Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 201-267-0964. New 
Jersey’s largest wetsuit dealer. Huge selec¬ 
tion of O'Neill and Body Glove suits. All sizes, 
all styles. "Sail in the best for less" only from 
Pelican. 


NEW YORK 


ATLANTIC SAILBOARD SHOP. LOCAL 
CUSTOMS. Clark foam, Hexcel cloth, Chinook 
boxes, Da Kine straps. Hand crafted on Long 
Island. 516-878-8919 eves. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028. 212- 
744-2000. One of the largest selections on the 
East Coast. We ship world wide. Mailorders 
welcome. Two certified Mistral schools on 
Long Island: Southhampton 516-283-1198; 
New Suffolk 516-734-7834. Reservations 212- 
744-2000. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850. Upstate's 
No. 1 specialty shop. Complete school and 
rental program. F2, Tiga, Mistral. O'Brien. 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra. Neil Pryde. 
North, and lots more. Open year-round' 607- 
273-2560. 

ROCKAWAY BEACH SURF SHOP. NYC 

surf shop. Mistral, Bic. RipCurl, O'Neill and 
Body Glove. Low. low prices. Large selection. 
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Established 1973. 177 Beach 116th St , 

Rockaway, NY 11694 718-474-9345 
SEASONINGS. Guaranteed lowest prices. 
Newly enlarged. Lessons, rentals, repairs 
MontaukHwy., Amagansett 516-267-6325. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

ISLAND RIGS. Complete windsurfing retail 
and rentals featuring Mistral, Hi-Tech. North, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons, demos avail¬ 
able at our shop directly on Bogue Sound. 
919-247-7787. PO Box4774, Emerald Isle, NC 
28594 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS. Planning for 1990 
season now. We need site manager, windsurf¬ 
ing instructors, top-notch reservation^, and 
sales associates for two shops. Excellent 
benefits and on the beach. The Outer Banks is 
windsurfing paradise! Life's a breeze in our 
Fashion and High-Wind Center in Nags Head. 
Starting April lessons are $39 and our Mistral 
and North test centers give us the best rental 
equipment anywhere. A windsurfing instruc¬ 
tion camp is scheduled for early June begin¬ 
ning at $395. All instruction and equipment is 
provided, some meals, and excursions to 
Hatteras sailing locations. Contact Keith at 
919-441-6800 or write to PO Box 939, Nags 
Head. NC 27959. 

NORTH BEACH SAILING, INC. Serves 
the Outer Banks from Duck to Corolla offering 
windsurfers the best lessons, equipment and 
conditions. Certified "American Sailboard 
Training Center" specializing in beginning and 
advanced lessons. Windsurfers, catamarans, 
daysailers, and jet skis. Managers and in¬ 
structors needed for 1990 season. 
Send resume to Bill Miles, Box 1113, Kitty 
Hawk, NC 27949 or phone 303-879-6205. 

OHIO 

SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23 

Cherri Park Square, Westerville, OH 43081. 
Central Ohio’s only full-service dealer. Sales, 
rentals, lessons, repairs, accessories. Fa¬ 
natic, Bic, Alpha, Angulo. We buy and sell 
used equipment. 614-895-7873. 

OREGON 

GORGE WINDSURFING. Retail, lessons, 
rentals. Safest Gorge location for beginners 
and learning waterstarts. New, used equip¬ 
ment. We will not be undersold. Complete 
Gorge travel packages. Open year-round. 
Mail order. 319 East 2nd St., The Dalles, OR 
97058. 503-298-8796. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Authors of 
the "Short Board Sailing Technique” video 
series. Gaastra, Pryde, Tiga, Seatrend, cus¬ 
tom rentals. Free catalog. 4 4th St., Hood 
River, OR 97031, 800-648-5961. 

LIFE CYCLES. 800-331-4711. In The 
Gorge. Vacation packages, rentals, sales. 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Gorge Animal, Tiga, 
Windsure. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EBB TIDE WINDSURFING. Route 536. 
Box 266-D, Ottsville, PA 18942. (Lake Nocka- 
mixon). 215-847-8019. Sales, demos, les¬ 
sons, rentals, Personal Knowledgeable serv¬ 
ice. Alpha, Westwind, Windwing, Multi Sail, 
Body Glove, Fleetwood, and more. Call for 
wind speed! 
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HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd., Whitehall. 
PA 18052, 215-437-0341. Open year-round 
seven days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, O'Brien, Neil 
Pryde. Norih, Gaastra, O’Neill, Bare, Fiber- 
spar, and more in stock. Call for lessons and 
race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: 800- 
832-3300 for Hooked on Windsurfing’s expert 
service. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING & SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection in Myrtle Beach v/ith two locations. 
Sales, rentals, lessons. Featuring Mistral, 
Alpha, AHD, Gaastra, Windsurfing Hawaii. 
Myrtle Beach, SC. 800-868-7245. 
WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The 
Plaza at Shelter Cove, Hilton Head Island, SC 
29928. 803-686-6996. The largest, most so¬ 
phisticated boardsailing school Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All-around and Hi- 
Performance rentals. Southeast’s most com¬ 
prehensive board shop. 


TEXAS 

HAWAIIAN OCEAN SPORTS. 3030 A 
Chimney Rock, Houston, TX 77056. Sales, 
lessons, rentals. 713-953-9256. 

M.D. SURF ‘N’ SKATE. 4016 Weber, Cor¬ 
pus Christi, TX 78411. Full service, big selec¬ 
tions. Only minutes from the best bay sailing. 
Featuring Hi-Tech, Seatrend, Westwind, Tro- 
pix, Mistral, Bic, Gaastra, North, Waddell. 
Rentals, lessons, repairs. Call for area info 
package. 512-854-7873. 

MASTERCRAFT OF CORPUS CHRISTI. 
3802 Saturn, Corpus Christi, TX 78413, 512- 
851-1958. F2, Tiga. O'Brien, Alpha, Neil Pryde, 
Northwave, Streamlined, Windsurfing Hawaii. 
Da Kine, Thule, O’Neill. Rentals, lessons, vaca¬ 
tion packages, used equipment. 
WINDSURF, INC. PO Box 3395,4708 Padre 
Blvd., South Padre Island, TX 78597,512-761- 
1434. Padre's exclusive full service windsurf¬ 
ing shop. Windsurfing Hawaii Test Center. 
Production and custom rentals. Tropix, Bic, 
Da Kine, Pryde. U.S. production speed record 
holder on staff. Packages and lodging avail¬ 
able. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVI00801.809-776-3486. 
Island’s most complete windsurfing center. 
Mistral certified schools on Morningstar Beach 
and Point Pleasant Resort. Hourly, daily, 
weekly rentals. Retail shop—Mistral, Fanatic, 
HiFly, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra. Yacht and 
hotel packages. 

WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. Virgin 
Island’s first and finest largest inventory of 
new, used & rental equipment from recrea¬ 
tional to race. Pro-Tech, SeaTrend, WestWind, 
F2, O’Brien, Tiga & Custom. Vacation pack¬ 
ages: PO Box 2643, St. Thomas, VI, 00801, 
809-775-6530. FAX: 809-775-6530. 

VERMONT 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARDS. Two 

great locations. Rt. 4 East, Rutland. VT. 802- 
773-3034. Rt. 30, Jamaica, VT. 802-874-4178. 


VIRGINIA 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. On the 

cutting edge with the largest selection of new 
and used windsurfing equipment in Tidewater. 
We offer such services as sail repairs, board 
repairs, custom boards, lessons, free advice, 
and courteous service. We carry the following 
brands: O’Brien, Seatrend. F2. AHD, Tiga, 
Angulo, Neil Pryde, North Sails, etc. Mail 
orders and price quotes welcomed. Call 804- 
496-WIND. FAX 804-496-3753. 2817 Shore 
Dr. Suite 111, Virginia Beach, VA 23451. 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. Alex¬ 
andria, VA33214.703-548-9027. BIC five-star 
rated windsurfing instructional programs. 
Rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond, BIG master instruc¬ 
tor, teaches basic through advanced pro¬ 
grams on the beautiful Potomac River in the 
exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 
Metrorail. and convenient to National Airport. 
Bic, O’Brien, Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in¬ 
struction program—"We guarantee success." 

WISCONSIN 

SOUTHPORT RIGGING. Swap sale: April 
27,28,29. Sell your equipment or buy new and 
used equipment cheap. 414-652-5434. E. 
Highway 50, Kenosha, Wl. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Americana Aruba 
Hotel, PO Box 218, Oranjestad, Aruba, 011- 
2978-31603. A full-service watersports facility. 
Quality board rentals by the hour/day/week. 
Lessons for all abilities! Reliable chase boat... 
"Don’t worry... be happy!" 

SAILBOARDS ARUBA. Retail store and 
THE BOARDWALK APARTMENTS located 
200 meters from Fisherman’s Huts. Retail 
store carries Sailboards Aruba custom boards 
by Geert vanden Berg. Apartments have AC, ^ 
TV, video player, kitchen. Bakval #20, Aruba. 
Phone/fax 011-2978-26654. 

CARIBBEAN 


SOROBON BEACH WINDSURFING. Box 

14 Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean. 011 -599-78080. 
Mistral shop on Windward side with shallow flat 
water bay, onshore high winds. Cottages with 
kitchen. All-over tan is bonus. Ask for windsurf 
package. 

VENEZUELA 


VENTOLERA TOURS. Isla Margarita, 
Venezuela. Windsurf/travel packages. 
Aruba’s wind. Latin charm. South American 
prices. 518-674-3250. Box 174, Sand Lake, 
NY 12153. 


SHOP DEALERS 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW. Copy 
and check must be received three months 
prior to cover date. Send $2 per word/per issue 
to WhindRider Shops Directory. PO Box 2456, 
Winter Park. FL 32790. Questions? Call 407- 
628-4802. 

141 







CUTBACKS 

What's The Problem Here? 

By Eric Sanford 


(HEYJUAMKS EVEW)ne£ 
THANKS A BIG HECK 
of A VltfOLL BONCWf! 


I t’s one of those days. Things just aren’t 
clicking. Things are out of balance— 
they just don’t feel right. I can’t put my 
finger on it, but instead of being one with 
my board and rig, I feel like a dead fish 
being towed along by a fishing boat 
going about 35 mph. You know the feel¬ 
ing. 

So it’s back to shore, where I drag my 
gear onto the beach, slump to the sand, 
put my chin in my hands, elbows on my 
knees, and try to figure it out. 

A few minutes later a sailor drops by. 
“Yo, dude, great day out 
there, huh? I’m rippin’! 

What’re you doing here? 

Come on, get out there, 
man... it’s way happen¬ 
ing!" 

"Well, I seem to be hav¬ 
ing a bit of problem with my 
gear. I’m not quite sure 
what it is but it feels out of 
balance or something..." 

"Well, hey, let me take a 
look," says my newfound 
associate. “Well, hey, 
here’s the problem for 
sure: way too much 
outhaul." With a quick tug 
he lets out six inches of 
outhaul, giving the sail a 
foot of draft and making it 
look more like a spinnaker 
than a windsurfing sail. "There, that’ll do 
it. Looks much better. You want a nice 
loose outhaul on a day like this." 

As I stare at my newly deformed rig, 
the next boardhead arrives on the scene. 
“Wow, rad looking sail, man. What is it, a 
parachute?" 

“Er, no, I was just having a bit of a 
problem out sailing so l came in to figure 
it out and this guy offered to help me 
and—" 

“Well, here’s your problem," he an¬ 
nounces. “Downhaul—not enough 
downhaul. That’s usually the problem 
these days. Not enough downhaul." So 
he grabs the downhaul, stuffs his foot 
against the mast base, puts his back into 
it, and yanks. The mast bends until it 
resembles a fish hook. “There, that’ll do it. 
Looks much better. You want a nice tight 
downhaul on a day like this." 

My sail now looks like an overused 
1974 Windsurfer regatta sail. As I con¬ 
template the situation, a third helping 
hand saunters over to have a crac JV^'*; 
"You look confused," he confides. “What 
seems to be the problem?" 
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“Well. I was having a bit of a problem 
out there and I couldn't—" 

“Say no more, my friend. I can see your 
problem from here: Your mast step is too 
far forward. Way too far forward. No 
wonder you’re having problems. I always 
run mine right back here.” He cranks the 
base loose and rams it to the very end of 
the mast track. “There, that'll do it. Looks 
much better. You want your mast track all 
the way back on a day like this.” 

I'm standing on the beach trying to 
figure out just what's going on when a 



female windsurfer shows up beside me. "I 
saw you out there earlier and you seemed 
to be having a problem. Anything I can 
help with?” She picks up my board and 
sights down the bottom. 

"I should have the problem solved by 
now," I mumble. "Everyone's been quite 
helpful and—” 

“It’s too small.” 

“Excuse me?" 

“Your fin. On a day like this you need a 
big fin. A really big fin. Trust me, I've been 
sailing on days like this with a big fin for 
years. Always works. You got a bigger 
fin?" 

“Yes, but are you sure that—” 

“Absolutely. Here, if I were you I'd use 
this one." And with that she pulls out from 
my gear bag a 14-inch monster I had 
taken off my course board. "Perfect! You 
want to use a big fin on a day like this. Bye- 
bye.” 

As I stand there with this daggerboard¬ 
sized fin in my hand, another teacher-ette 
drops by to lend a hand. "You know, I’ve 
been watching all these people work on 
your rig. I think I see your problem: Your 


booms are too high.” 

“But they've always been right before 
when I’ve had them there—" 

“Well, my boyfriend is an instructor and 
he sees this problem all the time and he 
adjusted mine one day and now he says 
I sail much better.” With one practiced 
move she flips open the clamp-on boom 
end, slides the boom down a foot or so, 
and snaps it tight. “Here, try this." 

I stand on the rig and give a tug on my 
booms which are now at waist level. “Well, 
it does feel different..." 

Naturally, this day is 
not over yet. Another 
woman—this one with 
more muscles than a jag¬ 
uar—is also eager to help. 
“Your battens are too 
loose. I see this problem all 
the time. People just aren’t 
strong enough to give 
proper batten tension.” 
“Battens? Too loose?" 
“Sure, it's a common 
problem." So in go the bat¬ 
tens. Never mind that 
they’re guitar-string tight 
already. So tight that one 
splinters with a loud shred- 
ding noise, ripping right 
; g through the batten pocket 
in a gnarly-looking fiber¬ 
glass fiasco. 

“Oops, sorry about that. Well, this sail 
has too many battens anyway. And 
they're real cheap ones. You should re¬ 
place them all anyway before you hurt 
someone. I gotta go." 

By this time the wind is dying and 
everyone is coming in. My rig looks as 
though a consortium of mentally deficient 
goats has assembled it. And then comes 
the final straw—a guy marches up and 
announces, “Boy, what a mess. Haven’t 
you learned to rig right after all these 
years? No wonder you're so slow out 
there." 

I think the next time I'm not feeling 
completely "balanced” while out sailing 
I'll stay out anyway. Better to drown than 
face another rigging April Fool's 
parade. ■ 

Editor's Note: You'd think after all the 
pointers Eric Sanford gets while on the 
water he'd be an expert by now. Instead, 
he still spends the better part of a sailing 
day trying to set his harness lines. A word 
of caution: He's just a bit touchy about it so 
don't say a word. 

WINDRIDER 



















TM 


Feetbel 


Don’t take off without’them. 



Imagine a footstrap that adjusts instantly-even on 
the water, hugs your feet in unmatched comfort, and 
won’t weigh you down when wet. . 

We did. The result: new Feetbelts (patent 
pending), the next generation of footstraps 
from the people who invented them. ^ 

Prepare for takeoff. Fasten your ,>~; - 

Feetbelts today at a Windsurfing 
Hawaii dealer near you. 



New Feetbelts adjust in seconds by 
unzipping the Lycra cover and 
adjusting the buckle. Available in 
two widths , and vibrant colors. 




Kailua, Santa Barbara,Vancouver, Almelo, Osaka, Auckland 

Circle Reeder Service No. 95 





Speedy beam reaches, jibing, tacking, hopping tracks and cha, cha, cha.. 
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From its first magazine 
review: “The board easily 
gets on plane and reaches 
very high speeds Whether 
at top speed or on long 
tacks in lulls, the Comet 
Slalom is superior. It also 
accelerates very well to 
reach a high top speed ..." 
(SURF, 7/89) 


FUNSPORT 

801 North Brand 
Glendale, CA 


THE NEW COMET SLALOM: 315 CM OF PURE SLALOM SENSATION 


Once again the F2 development 
team has achieved a sensational 
coup. A new concept right out of 
the future, the Comet Slalom 
combines the characteristics of a 


slalom raceboard with all the 
requirements of a transitional 
board Its three- and four-con¬ 
cave slalom shape provides for 
early planing, extremespeed, and 


easy jibing. It has 149 liters of 
volume for heavyweights and 
light beginners, plus a dagger- 
board for upwind performance. 
This board has a pure, flawless 
slalom feel. 

The new Comet Slalom ECL— 
FUN withanewclassofboards — 
Function for the '90s. 
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